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BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER,
E CLAMPUS VITUS
What sayeth the
Bretheren

SPRING 1982 CLAMPOUT

NATIONAL OLD TRAILS
This bridge marks the site where the national old trails
Highway, later Highway 66, crossed the Colorado River. It
links the Mojave Indian Lands visited by Father Garces in
1776. Near this location the American explorer, Jedediah
Smith and his band of Rocky Mountain Men, crossed the
river in 1826 and opened the Pioneer Trail into Southern
California.
California Registered Historical Landmark No .781
Plaque placed by the State Department of Parks and
Recreation in cooperation with Fort Mojave Indian tribe.
City of Needles, County of San Bernardino, and Arizona
County of Mojave.
June 17, 1978

Dedicated May 2, 1982
By Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus in
cooperation with Needles Chapter of San Bernardino
County Museum Association.

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

E CLAMPUS VITUS

Dedication of
California Registered Historical
Landmark No. 781
at Needles, California
May 2, 1982

THE MOHAVE TRIBE

Clampcrew present March 13, 1982 for NATIONAL OLD
TRAILS historical marker construction at Needles Bridge:
Glenn Hearrell, Clamplaquesupervisor
John Burleigh, Poor Blind Candidate
Everett Knapp, Vice Humbug
Bruce Moore
Bill Pearson, Gold Dust Receiver
Phil Porretta, Clamphistorian
Bill Reeves
Ron Rezes
Terry Rhind
Frank Sepulveda, Damnfool Doorkeeper
George Spooner, Graybeard
Jim Waltrip
Historical marker construction sponsored by:
Billy Holcomb Chapter, E Clampus Vitus
Needles Chapter, San Bernardino County Museum
Association
Plaques provided by State of California, Department of
Parks & Recreation
NATIONAL OLD TRAILS state landmark plaque stored
since 1978 at San Bernardino County Museum, Redlands.
Special thanks to:
Mac & Maggie McShan of Needles
David Daniel, Needles Mayor
Needles City Council
Gerald Smith, San Bernardino County Museum
Director
Text by Phil Porretta
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Mohave Valley, home territory of the Mohave Indians,
is roughly 5 miles wide and extends for 40 miles along the
Colorado River in the Needles area. The Colorado, like the
Nile River, annually overflowed its banks and could be
used to irrigate crops. The Mohaves effectively used the
river for farming. They cultivated corn, beans, pumpkins,
watermelons, cantaloupes, and a little cotton and wheat.
The farmed food was supplemented by fish and small
game. Mohave Valley had the densest Indian population in
what is now the American Southwest.
Mohave men were powerfully built and normally 6 to 6-1/2
feet in height. Although Mohave women were much
shorter, many of the young girls were gracefuly
proportioned. The men usually wore only a loincloth and
the women usually wore only a short skirt of bark strips.
The Mohaves were excellent swimmers. The men were
fantastic long-distance runners and sturdy travelers.
Mohave trade routes were long and well-established. The
Mohave trail to the coast became a U.S. military road.
Probably the first European to visit Mohave Valley was the
Spanish padre Francisco Garces. The Franciscan
missionary visited the Mohaves in 1776 and recorded in his
diary the favorable impressions of the friendly and
attentive Mohaves: "...none are thieves; they seem valiant,
and nowhere have I been better served...The female sex is
the most comely on the river; the male very healthy and
robust."
Jedediah Smith led the first American expedition to enter
California via a land route. Smith was the senior partner of
a St. Louis based fur trading company. On October 26,
1826, he arrived with 14 trappers at the Mohave villages
along the Colorado near the present city of Needles. Here
Smith rested his weary men and pack animals for 15 days.
Seeking to replenish their supplies. Smith and his men
took to the Mojave Trail west from Needles. They crossed
the desert to the Mojave River, went over the San
Bernardino Mountains, and crossed the San Bernardino
Valley to the hospitality of Mission San Gabriel.

The Mexican governor of California was suspicious that
Smith was on a military mission. Smith did not have a
proper visa and was ordered to leave California. He "left"
by traveling up the San Joaquin Valley and trapping the
American and Stanislaus Rivers. On May 20, 1827, he
became the first white man to cross the Sierra Nevada
range. He then returned to the Salt Lake area where the
expedition had begun.
A monument honoring Jedediah Smith for blazing the
overland trail into California is located in San Bernardino
at the southeast corner of Fourth and Arrowhead on the
grounds of the county courthouse. The monument was
built by the Native Daughters of the Golden West and
dedicated on April 1, 1951.
Lieutenant Joseph Ives explored the Colorado River in
1858 and reported the Mohaves to be "as fine physically as
any people seen." He recorded the impressive stature of a
Mohave chief: "Cairook came to bid us farewell, I was
never before so struck with his noble appearance. When he
shook hands, his head was almost on a level with mine as
he stood beside the mule on which I was sitting."
In the January 15,1865 issue of the "Daily Alta California"
is recorded the reaction of Mohave Chief Irataba to a
correspondent's question of what he thought of
Americans: "He put his hand on my shoulder [and said]
'Mericanas too much talk, too much eat, too much drink,
no work, no raise pumpkins, corn, watermelons. All the
time, talk, drink...no good!'"
Some scholars theorize that Mohave ancestry is Caucasoid
rather than Mongoloid. They claim that the height and
shape of the Mohaves cannot be explained from Asiatic
people. These scholars type Mohaves and related tribes as
Paleo-Alpine.
NATIONAL OLD TRAILS ROAD
The idea of federally built and maintained interstate
carriage roads was conceived by George Washington in
1785. Thomas Jefferson approved a national road bill while
he was president. Congress passed the bill in 1806, and
work began on the Cumberland Road across the Allegheny
Mountains.

Interstate roads were a major issue by which John
Quincy Adams was elected president in 1824. The next
year congress voted that the national Cumberland Road be
planned to extend to Santa Fe (then in Mexico). Henry
Clay politically supported the national road and the
Cumberland Road was also known as "Clay's Road".
Federal backing of the Cumberland Road slackened after
1836 although plans continued to extend the road from
Wheeling on the Ohio River to the Mississippi River.
Gradually the road fell into disrepair.
It wasn't until 1907 that pressure could successfully be
applied to revitalize the national road. And then it would be
for use by the new-fangled automobiles.
In April 1912 a large pressure group convened at Kansas
City. "National Old Trails Road" was the name they
proposed for the interstate road to be the backbone of a vast
network of interstate roads. They called themselves the
National Old Trails Road Association. Led by Judge Joseph
M. Lowe, they successfully gained federal support.
The National Old Trails Road soon became a reality
which included the Old Cumberland Road and its
westward extension. The National Old Trails route in
1924 was shown on a map published by the National Old
Trails Road Association. The eastern termini were
Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, Md. The two roads soon
united and went west through Maryland and the
southwest corner of Pennsylvania to Wheeling, West
Virginia.
The route continued to Zanesvile, Columbus, and
Dayton, Ohio; to Indianapolis, Indiana; across southern
Illinois to Saint Louis; across Missouri to Kansas City.
From there it paralleled the previously laid Santa Fe
Railway tracks - which roughly followed the Santa Fe Trail
- through Kansas and the southeast corner of Colorado to
Santa Fe and Albuquerque, New Mexico. There the road
had an alternate route. One section went on to Socorro,
New Mexico - this followed the oldest road in North
America (built in 1606). This section went on to
Springerville, Arizona and met the other section at
Holbrook, Arizona. The other section reached Holbrook
via Gallup, New Mexico. At Williams, Arizona, there was a

spur road to the Grand Canyon. The main road continued
on to Kingman and Oatman, Arizona, and entered
California at Needles. In California the road ran through
Goffs, Amboy, Ludlow, Barstow, Victorville, and San
Bernardino - where as Foothill Boulevard it went on
through Rialto, Fontana (home of Billy Holcomb
Chapter!), Cucamonga, Upland, Claremont, Glendora,
Azusa, Monrovia, Pasadena, and Los Angeles, the western
terminus.
The Daughters of the American Revolution also
supported the national roads effort. Eventually the D.A.R.
built an "Old Trails" monument in every state through
which the National Old Trails Road passed. In California,
their impressive monument is the large "Pioneer Mother"
statue on Foothill Boulevard at Euclid Avenue in Upland.
For pioneer American motorists the most usable trans
continental highway network was the National Old Trails
system. An important link of the system was where it
crossed the Colorado River at the Arizona-California
border near Needles, California.
Until 1914 the Needles Ferry was used to carry cars
across the river. The type of barge employed was only
large enough to ford one car at a time. This limit was not a
problem because traffic was very light there in those days.
At Springerville Arizona, on the National Old Trails Road,
a count of west-bound cars was kept. In 1912, only 113 cars
were counted; in 1913, 194; in 1914, 419.
In 1914 a flood took out the Needles Ferry. This caused
the magnificent Red Rock Railroad Bridge, 12 miles
downriver of the washed-out ferry, to be planked for auto
travel as an emergency highway crossing of the river. A
tower man signaled motorists that no trains were coming.
The first railroad bridge to span the Colorado in the
Needles area was completed on August 13, 1883. The
bridge was about 2-1/2 miles downriver from the railroad
town of Needles founded that year. The railroad has
remained a major industry of Needles. The first bridge was
destroyed May 4, 1884 and replaced by a timber bridge
which washed out May 9, 1890.
The Red Rock Bridge, when completed on June 25,1890,

was the longest cantilever bridge in the Americas. It lost its
cantilever status in 1911 when a mid-channel pier was
added to accommodate the newer and heavier trains of
that era.
On March 25, 1916 the delicate and beautiful Old Trails
Arch Bridge opened to motorists. It was located 800 feet
downriver from the massive Red Rock Bridge which
reverted to railroad use only. For 12 years the Arch Bridge
was the longest 3-hinged arch bridge in the U.S. It was
posted for 11-ton load limit and one-way for trucks and
buses.
Eventually a Chicago to Los Angeles section of the
National Old Trails highway system became the heavilytraveled U.S. 66. Route 66 was publicized by the old
popular song "Get Your Kicks on Route 66".
In June 1947 the Red Rock Bridge rail deck was replaced
with a concrete highway deck. U.S. 66 was rerouted to the
Red Rock Bridge and the Arch Bridge carried the huge
Texas-California gas line. A new railroad bridge opened
500 feet upriver from the Red Rock Bridge.
Eventually the Red Rock Bridge was replaced by the
Interstate 40 Bridge at the same location near Topock,
Arizona.
About 1952 a narrow bridge was built across the Colorado
about one-half mile downriver from the old Needles Ferry
site. When the ferry was in use, the river was a quarter mile
farther east. The bridge was used by the Bureau of
Reclamation for desperately needed river control work.
After most of the work was done, the one-way Bureau
Bridge was opened to limited public use. The California
end of the bridge, at Jack Smith Park in Needles, was the
Spring 1982 Clampsite of Billy Holcomb Chapter.
The Bureau Bridge was dismantled shortly after the June
17, 1978 opening of the new Needles Bridge about 1-1/2
upriver. This new Needles Bridge is near where the
National Old Trails originally crossed the Colorado River
and entered California. It is at this new bridge that the
historical marker commemorating NATIONAL OLD
TRAILS was erected by Billy Holcomb Chapter.
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CLAMPROCLAMATION-SPRING 1982
APRIL 30, MAY 1 AND 2
"THE NATIONAL OLD TRAILS HIGHWAY

The Billy Holcomb Chapter of the Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus
Vitus, of the Great and Giant Counties of San Bernardino and Riverside,
hereby invites all Clampers to attend the doins at "The National OldTrails
Highway" crossing at Needles.
All brothers are requested to bring a
miserable pbc.
We will be camping right on the Beautiful Colorado River.
At the command
of Humbug Yomesite Sam Zanone, a special site right in the middle of
Clamperdom has been reserved for you and this event.
Before we explain the
do's and don'ts here is the schedule of Campevents.
Grab your ASS, cause
here we go again!
PRECLAMP SCHEDULE, CLAMPSCHEDULE AND RANDOM pbc RULES:
PRECLAMPOUT

APRIL 13,

Please explain to yer pbc exactly what he is expected
to do at the Clampout.
For your assistance, a few
rules are detailed later.
7:00PM

Monthly Meeting at the Pizza Chalet - 9660 Sierra Ave in
Fontana.
All members with idle curiosity and those who
wish to take an active part in helping with your Clamp
out are asked to attend.

SAT. APRIL 17

PAPERWORK AND CLAMPFEE Are due at Gold Dust Receiver,
The Rev. Bill Pearson's residence.
If you are late,
add 5 bucks to the fee and call Bill at; 714-862-8245
(home) or 714-883-3088 (work).

FRI. APRIL 30, 6 PM

BEER AND CHILE FEED Kickoff to the Official, Unofficial
Doings.
ERRRRECTION OF THE FFFARTING POST And the first morals
lecture inside the Reverend Bill Pearson's tent.
THE OFFICIAL Beginning of Attitude Adjustment Hour, at
Humbug Zanone's humble abode.
All Brothers and pbe's
are encouraged to stop by and have their attitude
adjusted, by the Humbug.
UNOFFICIAL CAMPFIRE And pbc lubrication.
(Brother Shaw,
XGNH & Clampatriarch has generously donated the oil).

6:01PM
6:02PM

7:00PM
ARRIVAL
SAT. MAY 1

All pbe's Must Find The Hangman, Sir David of Myers for
check-in, assignments, rules, etc.
7:00AM

8:30AM

BREAKFAST - The first of Clampehef Lopes Gourmet Gastronomical creations of the weekend.
Better get there
before 7:59 or take your chances!
pbc meeting with the Hangman at City Hall.
(SEE OTHER SIDE)

/
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SAT. MAY 1

8:45AM
9:30AM
10:00AM
11:59AM
1:00PM
1:59PM

5 -

2:15PM
3:14PM
5:30PM

7:15PM
SUN. MAY 2

6:00AM
7:00AM
10:00AM

N
SIGNUPS Start for the Clamper Olympic Games.
CUTOFF Arrival time for pbc's.
First and probably FINAL
Cutoff time for pbc check-in with the Hangman.
CLAMPEROLYMPIC GAMES BEGIN,
pbc Parade, followed by darts
horseshoes and pbc toss.
GRAYBEARDS MEETING
pbc meeting For further Indoctrination and lubrication,
at City Hall.
GRAYBEARD REVIEW of pbc's.
(private rearview of the low
lifes).
pbc ENTERTAINMENT AT CITY HALL.
pbc INITIATION - pbc's must be sober to gain the Enlight
enment of SAINT VITUS!
DINNER - is served at our Million Dollar cook trailer.
As
usual. Juicy Steaks with all the fixins.
Our pbc Orches
tra will Serenade us, to aid our digestion after such a
trying day.
CLAMPFIRE TALK and Clampband Entertainment (including the
pbc All Kazoo Marching band).
ALL pbc's up for Cleanup!
BREAKFAST is served, (for those that are able).
Liquid
or substantial, take your pick.
PLAQUE DEDICATION AT THE SITE.
MEMBERSHIP CARDS AND
CERTIFICATES WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AFTER THE DEDICATION.
ALL new members just past pbc status must report back to
the camp ground for final cleanup.

IMPORTANT RULES AND ADVICE

THINGS TO TELL YER pbc

BRING MONEY
BRING A pbc OR THREE
BRING EXTRA WATER
V BRING PERSONAL GEAR
BRING COMPLETE EATING MATERIALS
^ BRING FOLDING CHAIRS
l^'BRING YOUR OWN SPECIAL REFRESHMENT
BRING EXTRA BEER AND HORS D'OEUVRES
BRING EXTRA ICE
BRING A FISHING POLE?
BRING SKIVVIES FOR DIPPING?
BRING EXTRA FIREWOOD
BRING ANYTHING ELSE YOU THINK WE MAY
NOT HAVE, BECAUSE WE PROBABLY DON'T'.

THE HANGMAN HAS COMPLETE CHARGE OF ALL
pbc's THROUGHOUT THE WEEKEND.
pbc's
WILL FULFILL ALL REASONABLE REQUESTS
FROM THE HANGMAN AND CLAMPERS.
pbc's
SHOULD EXPECT FRIENDLY VERBAL HARASS
MENT AND NO PHYSICAL ABUSE 1'. 1
pbc's WILL NOT WEAR ANYTHING WITH RED
OR BLACK COLORING UNTIL INITIATED,
pbc's MUST ATTEND ALL SCHEDULED AND
SPONTANEOUS MEETINGS.
pbc's WILL BE ASSIGNED RESPONSIBILITIES
AND WILL BE EXPECTED TO COMPLETE THEM.
WE ARE A HISTORICALLY BASED ORGANIZATION
THAT HAS A GOOD TIME DEDICATING PLAQUES
AND PARTICIPATING IN "CALIFORNICATION"
ABOVE ALL BRING A CLAMPER ATTITUDE AND
ADDITIONAL RULES WILL BE EXPLAINED BY
BE PREPARED FOR ONE HELL OF A GOOD TIME'.'.'.
THE HANGMAN.
A LITTLE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ON THE SITE:

THE NATIONAL OLD TRAILS HIGHWAY, LATER HIGHWAY 66, CROSSED THE COLORADO RIVER
NEXT TO WHERE WE WILL BE.
IT LINKS THE MOJAVE INDIAN LANDS VISITED BY FATHER
GARCES IN 1776.
NEAR THIS LOCATION THE AMERICAN EXPLORER JEDIDIAH SMITH AND
HIS BAND OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN MEN CROSSED THE RIVER IN 1826 AND OPENED THE
PIONEER TRAIL INTO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.
FOR PIONEER AMERICAN MOTORISTS THE
MOST USABLE TRANSCONTINENTAL HIGHWAY NETWORK WAS THE NATIONAL OLD TRAILS
SYSTEM.

NEEDLES CLAMPMAP - APRIL 30 TH THRU MAY 2. 1982

In Needles^ take "J" Street exit (motel 6 exit). At this point watch for posted ECV signs.
Turn left on "J" Street (under I-AO).,,travel past Third Street^ stop at Broadway^ and
CONTINUE STRAIGHT TO FRONT STREET. TURN RIGKT ON FRONT STREET.
On front Street^ travel past "I" Street^ thEn> just before "H" Street^ turn left
AND CROSS THE TRACKS AT THE SaNTA Fe RaILROAD DePOT.

FoLLOW THIS ROAD ACROSS THE GOLF

COURSE (bears right...name OF ROAD???).,.THIS ROAD DEADENDS AT

Turn

right on BRIDGE ROAD and travel all the way to the end.

Jack Smith Park.This

BRIDGE ROAD.

The Clampsite

is on the river near

site is inside city limits...Be Courteous and obey all Laws V!'!

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER TO COMMEMORATE NATIONAL OLD TRAILS HIGHWAY
CROSSING AT NEEDLES
For pioneer American motorists the most usable transcontinental highway
network was the National Old Trails system. An important link of the
system was where it crossed the Colorado River at the Arlzona-Californla
border near Needles, California.
^’ntll 1914 the Needles Ferry was used to carry cars across the river.
The type of barge employed was only large enough to ford one car^at a
time.
This limit was not a problem because traffic was very light
there in those days.
At
Bpringervllle, Arizona, on the National
Old Trails Highway, a count of west-bound cars was kept.
In 1912,
only 113 cars were counted; in 1913* 19^: in 191^, ^19*
In 191^ a flood took out the Needles Ferry.
This caused the magnificent
Red Rock Railroad Bridge, 12 miles downriver of the washed-ou’t ferry,
to be planked for auto travel as an emergency highway crossing of the
river,
A tower man signaled motorists that no trains were coming.
The Red Rock Bridge, when built in I890, was the longest cantilever
bridge in the Americas.
It lost its cantilever status in I9II when
a mid-channel pier was added to accomodate the newer and heavier
trains of that era.
In 1916 the delicate and beautiful Old Trails Arch Bridge opened to
motorists.
It was located 8OO feet downriver from the massive Red
Rock Bridge which reverted to railroad use only.
For 12 years the
Arch Bridge was the longest 3-hinged arch bridge in the U.S.
It was
posted for 11-ton load limit and one-way for trucks and buses.
Eventually a
Chicago to Los Angeles section of the National Old
Trails Highway network became the heavily-traveled U.S. 66.
Route 66
was publicized by the old popular song "Get Your Kicks on Route 66".
In 19^7 the Red Rock Bridge rail deck was replaced with a concrete
highway deck.
ILS. 66 was rerouted to the Rad Rock Bridge and the
Arch Bridge carried the huge Texas-Callfornla gas line.
Eventually the Red Rock Bridge was replaced by the Interstate 40
Bridge at the same location near Topock, Arizona,
In 19?8near the site of the old Needles Ferry, the original National
Old Trails crossing of the Colorado River at Needles, a county bridge
was built across the Colorado.
It is at this new Needles Bridge that
the Billy Holcomb Chapter Spring 1982 Clampout will commemorate on
May 2 the National Old Trails Needles crossing.

The historical marker will be worded as follows.

NATIONAL OLD TRAILS
THIS BRIDGE ^ARKS THE SITE WHERE THE NATIONAL OLD TRAILS
HIGHWAY. LATER HIGHWAY 66, CROSSED THE COLORADO RIVER.
IT LINKS THE MOJAVE INDIAN LANDS VISITED BY FATHER GARCES
IN 1776.
NEAR THIS LOCATION THE AMERICAN EXPLORER,
JEDEDIAH SMITH AND HIS BAND OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN MEN,
CROSSED THE RIVER IN 1826 AND OPENED THE PIONEER TRAIL
INTO SOTJTHERN CALIFORNIA.
CALIFORNIA RIGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO.

78l

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND
RECREATION IN COOPERATION WITH FORT MOJAVE INDIAN TRIBE,
CITY OF NEEDLES, COIRTTY OF SAN BERNARDINO, AND ARIZONA
COUNTY OF MOHAVE.
DEDICATED MAY 2, 1982 BY BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER OF
E CLA^^PUS VITUS IN COOPERATION WITH NEEDLES CHAPTER
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION.

What sayeth the
Brethren

RANCHO CHINO ADOBE SITE
("BATTLE OF CHINO” SITE)
June 5, 1982

Satisfactory!

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

E CUMPUS VITUS

California Registered
Historical Landmark No. 942

EDITOR:
Phil Porretta, Billy Holcomb Chapter historian

SPONSORS:
State of California
Chino Valley Historical Society
San Bernardino County Museum Association
Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus

DEDICATION HOST:
Phil Porretta, Billy Holcomb Chapter Historian

DEDICATION INVOCATION:
Father Guillen, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Chino

SPECIAL GUESTS:
Robert Townsend, county supervisor
Larry Walker, Chino mayor
Charles Reher, Chino Valley Historical Society president
Gerald Smith, San Bernardino County Museum director
Max Scott, Boys Republic director
Don Antonio Lugo High School Band and Larry Holguin, band
director

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Chino Fire Department and Chief Short
Gleim Hearrell and the Billy Holcomb Chapter construction crew
who erected the state landmark historical marker and directional
sign
The following article is based on material submitted in 1980 by Mr.
Porretta to the State Historical Resources Commission. It was part of
his application for registration of the site of the Rancho Chino adobe
of Isaac Williams as a historical landmark.
Rancho Santa Ana del Chino — better known as Rancho del Chino or
simply Rancho Chino — was one of the best food-producing ranchos
of Mission San Gabriel. The "Santa Ana” part of the rancho’s name
probably indicates that the Santa Ana River was one of the rancho’s
original boundaries. "Chino” probably comes from Chino Creek
which ran through the rancho.
On 26 March 1841, the large rancho’s choicest five square leagues
(about 22,000 acres) was granted to Antonio Maria Lugo by his
grandnephew Governor Alvarado. Lugo soon built a roomy adobe on
the rancho for his family. He deeded half-interest in his Rancho
Chino to his American son-in-law Isaac Williams as an inheritance
gift to his daughter on 22 December 1841. The gift included 4000
head of stock.
On the rancho, one-half mile from the Lugo adobe, Williams had
already begun to build his adobe mansion. His adobe was later
described by this son-in-law Stephen C. Foster — who became mayor
of Los Angeles in 1856 — as the "largest and best arranged private
home in California at that time.” The house plan formed a
quadrangle, about 250 feet on a side, around a patio. On the north
and south sides two large doors opened into a patio. Although the
adobe had a fortress-like look, it had an elaborate interior. There were
many outbuildings and corrals. During the Mexican War, Marine
Captain Archibald Gillespie commanded the U.S. troops occupying
Los Angeles. His needlessly oppressive treatment of the Californios
triggered a general revolt against Americans. About twenty-four
Americans — mostly ranchers — took refuge at the Williams adobe
on Rancho Chino. The list of refugees include names significant in
California history; Isaac Williams, Benjamin Wilson, Louis
Robidoux, Michael White, John Rowland and John Reed.
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On 26 September 1846, the refugees were besieged by about twentytwo mounted Californios led by Jose del Carmen Lugo. The next
morning the Californios were reinforced by about thirty volunteer
soldiers led by Serbulo Varela. The attackers included personages
significant in California history: Jose Avila, Ramon Carrillo, Jose
Palomares, Diego Sepulveda, Ricardo Vejar, and the five Lugo
brothers.
That morning, the Californios stormed the adobe. While attacking
the fortress, Carlos Ballesteros was shot and killed. He was the only
fatality of what became known as the Battle of Chino. He was wellliked by the Californios, and ironically, he was a good friend of the
beseiged Benjamin Wilson.
Other attackers safely reached the protection of the three-foot-thick
walls of the adobe. Its roof was coated with tar from Rancho La Brea.
The Californios soon set fire to a corner of the roof, forcing
Williams to appear on the roof with his three small children. After
Williams’ emotional pleas that his children be given safety, their uncle
Jose del Carmen Lugo took them into protective custody.
Neither side realized that the opposition was short on ammunition.
Soon the Americans saw their position to be hopeless and, given the
promise of protection, surrendered. Three Americans were seriously
wounded. Antonio Lugo later cared for the injured Americans and
reprimanded his sons for the attack. The American prisoners were
offered release if they would give their word to remain neutral during
the war. All the Americans declined this offer.
The Battle of Chino was the first major skirmish on California soil
during the Mexican War. The Californio victory at Chino fed their
revolt against American occupation and led to larger clashes at
Dominguez, San Pasqual, San Gabriel River, and La Mesa.
Travelers from the south reached Chino only after crossing many
miles of desert and mountains. They were often starving and
destitute. The Williams adobe became an inn famous for its
hospitality to immigrants. Their comments are preserved in a guest
register of those stopping at the adobe. Traveler Alfred Robinson
recorded of the adobe: "It is a most delightful spot — and the most
spacious building of its kind in the country; it possesses all desirable
conveniences.”
The Lugo adobe also was used as an inn until September 1850 when it
was converted to an army post for protection against Indian attacks.
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Isaac Williams died at his Rancho Chino adobe on 13 September
1856. Three days later his daughter Merced married John Rains —
some said over Williams’ dead body — who had been a foreman at
Rancho Chino. Williams’ other daughter, Francisca, married Robert
Carlisle, a 27-year-old Kentuckian, on 13 May 1857.
From 1858 to 1861 the Williams adobe was a twice-weekly meal and
horse team change station on the Butterfield Stage route. Carlisle
managed this station while Rains managed the stage station at
Warner’s Ranch — although Merced continued to reside at the
Williams adobe.
In 1861 Carlisle purchased the Rains interest in Rancho Chino. The
Rains family then moved to Rancho Cucamonga. The Carlisles
continued to occupy the Williams adobe.
A reporter of the Sacramento Union, in 1862, wrote: "Chino
rancho, which is considered one of the finest in the country, is
situated in a level valley with mountains on every side. Here we see
cattle in such herds as would defy human calculation to arrive at an
accurate idea of the number. The residence of Carlisle, the proprietor,
is one of the first-class adobes, exceedingly plain but comfortable and
furnished with taste and an eye to elegance. A beautiful garden
surrounds the house, enclosed by large trees which seem to bear the
impress of antiquity. Some distance from the house are the quarters
of the Indian servants, about 100 in number.”
Rancho Chino prospered until Carlisle’s death in 1865. In 1867
Carlisle’s widow, Francisca, leveled her father’s historic adobe and
built a frame house on its site.
In 1881 the rancho was sold to Richard Gird who had earned
$ 1,500,000 developing the famous Tombstone mine in Arizona. Gird
added to the rancho until it contained 45,000 acres. Ten years later.
Gird employed the expertise of the Oxnard brothers — Henry and
Robert — to build on his rancho a factory to extract sugar from sugar
beets. This was the first sugar beet factory in southern California. The
Oxnards were so impressed with the success at Chino that in 1898
they built an even larger factory in Ventura County and developed the
sugar beet industry there.
In 1894 Gird sold Rancho Chino to Charles Phillips of San Luis
Obispo for $1,600,000. This was the largest land sale in San
Bernardino County up to that time. Phillips failed to meet obligations
and in 1896 the ranch was sold again — this time to London
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underwriters. The English capitalists broke the ranch into small tracts
and sold it piecemeal.
On 28 September 1946, aplaque-and'cannon monument commem
orating the Battle of Chino was dedicated on Eucalyptus Avenue just
south of Casa Colina Convalescent Home and just north of the
Williams adobe site. In 1963 the plaque and cannon were stolen and
never recovered. On 25 May 1974, a duplicate plaque and another
old cannon graced a new monument located in front of the Chino Fire
Station #2 — (east of the previous monument) on Eucalyptus
Avenue; one block west of State Highway 71 and Pipe Line avenue,
three miles southwest of Chino.
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THE PUBLIC IS INVITED
Historical Marker Dedication
of
RANCHO CHINO ADOBE SITE
("BATTLE OF CHINO" SITE)
California Registered Historical Landmark No. 942
TIME:
PLACE:

10:30 AM Saturday June 5, 1982
Chino Fire Station #2 on Eucalyptus Avenue, one block west of
Highway 71 (Corona Parkway) at Pipeline Avenue

Sponsors:

State of California
Chino Valley Historical Society
San Bernardino County Museum Association
Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus

Dedication host:

Phil Porretta, Billy Holcomb Chapter historian

Dedication invocation:
Special Guests:

Father Guillen, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Chino

Robert Townsend, county supervisor
Larry Walker, Chino mayor
Charles Reher, Chino Valley Historical Society president
Gerald Smith, San Bernardino County Museum director
Max Scott, Boys Republic director
Don Antonio Lugo High School Band and
Larry Holguin, band director

Historical Sketch:

Newspaper coverage:

Special thanks to:

Phil Porretta, Billy Holcomb Chapter historian

"Chino Champion"

Chino Fire Department and Chief Short
Glenn Hearrell and the Billy Holcomb Chapter
construction crew who volunteered to erect
the state landmark historical marker and
a directional sign

\
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O-p Isaac ojiLLiams__
This article appeared in
the Spring 1981 issue of
BIBLIO-CAL NOTES , journal o f
the Southern Cal ifornia Local
Hisi:ory Council.

PH 11 PORRETTA

EDITOR'S NOTE;
The following article is based on material submitted in 1980
by Mr. Porretta to the State Historical Resources Commission. It
was part of his application for registration of the site of the
Rancho Chino adobe of Isaac Williams as an historical landmark.

Rancho Santa Ana del Chino—better known as Rancho del Chino or
simply Rancho Chino—was one of the best food-producing ranchos of
Mission San Gabriel. The "Santa Ana" part of the rancho's name
probably indicates that the Santa Ana River was one of the rancho's
original boundaries. “Chino" probably comes from Chino Creek which
ran through the rancho.
On 26 March 1841, this large rancho's choicest five square leagues
(about 22,000 acres) was granted to Antonio Mar<a Lugo by his grand
nephew Governor Alvarado. Lugo soon built a roomy adobe on the
rancho for his family. He deeded half-interest in his Rancho Chino
to his American son-in-law Isaac Williams as an Inheritance gift to
his daughter on 22 December 1841. The gift Included 4000 head of
stock.
On the rancho, one-half mile from the Lugo adobe, Williams had
already begun to build his adobe mansion. His adobe was later des
cribed by his son-in-law Stephen C. Foster—who became mayor of Los
Angeles in 1856—as the "largest and best arranged private home In
ocn f
that time." The house plan formed a quadrangle, about
250 feet on a side, around a patio. On the north and south sides two
arge doors opened into a patio. Although the adobe had a fortresslike look. It had an elaborate interior. There were many outbuildings
and corrals. During the Mexican War, Marine Captain Archibald Gilles
pie commanded the U.S. troops occupying Los Angeles. Ills needlessly
oppressive treatment of the Californios triggered a general revolt
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against Americans. About twenty-four Americans—mostly ranchers-took refuge at the Williams adobe on Rancho Chino. The list of
refugees include names significant in California history: Isaac
Williams, Benjamin Wilson, Louis Robidoux, Michael White, John
Rowland and John Reed.
On 26 September 1846, the refugees were besieged by about
twenty-two mounted Californios led by Josd del Carmen Lugo. The
next morning the Califtrnios were reinforced by about thirty volun
teer soldiers led by Serbulo Varela. The attackers included person
ages significant in California history: Jose' Avila, Ramdn Carrillo.
Jose Palomares, Diego Sepulveda. Ricardo Vejar, and the five Lugo
brothers.
That morning, the Californios stormed the adobe. While attacking
the fortress, Carlos Ballesteros was shot and killed. He was the
only fatality of what became known as the Battle of Chino. He was
well-liked by the Californios, and ironically, he was a good friend
of the beseiged Benjamin Wilson.
Other attackers safely reached the protection of the three-footthick walls of the adobe. Its roof was coated with tar from Rancho
La Brea. The Californios soon set fire to a corner of the roof,
forcing Williams to appear on the roof with his three small children.
After Williams' emotional pleas that his children be given safety,
their uncle Jose del Carmen Lugo took them into protective custody.
Neither side realized that the opposition was short on ammuni
tion. Soon the Americans saw their position to be hopeless and,
given the promise of protection, surrendered. Three Americans were
seriously wounded. Antonio Lugo later cared for the injured Ameri
cans and reprimanded his sons for the attack. The American prisoners
were offered release if they would give their word to remain neutral
during the war. All the Americans declined this offer.
The Battle of Chino was the first major skirmish on California
soil during the Mexican War. The Californio victory at Chino fed
their revolt against American occupation and led to larger clashes
at Domi^nguez, San Pasqual, San Gabriel River, and La Mesa.
Travelers from the south reached Chino only after crossing many
miles of desert and mountains. They were often starving and destitute.
The Williams adobe became an Fnn famous for its hospitality to immi
grants. Their comments are preserved in a guest register of those’
stopping at the adobe. Traveler Alfred Robinson recorded of the
adobe: "It is a most delightful spot—and the most spacious building
of its kind in the country; it possesses all desirable conveniences."

The Lugo adobe also v/as used as an inn until September 1850
when it was converted to an army post for protection against In
dian attacks.
Isaac Williams died at his Rancho Chino adobe on 13 September
1856. Three days later his daughter Merced married John Rainssome said over Williams' dead body—who had been a foreman at
Rancho Chino. Williams' other daughter, Francisca, married Robert
Carlisle, a 27-year-old Kentuckian, on 13 May 1857.
From 1858 to 1861 the Williams adobe was
horse team change station on the Butterfield
managed this station while Rains managed the
Warner's Ranch—although Merced continued to
adobe.

a twice-weekly meal and
Stage route. Carlisle
stage station at
reside at the Williams

1n 1896 the ranch was sold again-this time to London
The English capitalists broke the ranch into small tracts and sold
piecemeal.
On 28 September 1946, a plaque-and-cannon monument commemorating
the Battle of Chino was dedicated on Eucalyptus Avenue just south
of Casa Colina Convalescent Home and just north o the VMIHams
adobe site
In 1963 the plaque and cannon were stolen and never re
covered. On 25 May 1974, a duplicate plaque and another
cannon
graced a new monument located in front of the Chino Fire Station #2?east of the previous monument) on Eucalyptus Avenue, one block west
State Highway 71 and Pipe Line avenue, three miles southwest of
Chino.

In 1861 Carlisle purchased the Rains interest in Rancho Chino.
The Rains family then moved to Rancho Cucamonga. The Carlisles
continued to occupy the Williams adobe.
A reporter of the Sacramento Union, in 1862, wrote: "Chino rancho,
which is considered one of the finest in the country, is situated in
a level valley with mountains on every side. Here we see cattle in
such herds as would defy human calculation to arrive at an accurate
idea of the number. The residence of Carlisle, the proprietor, is
one of the first-class adobes, exceedingly plain but comfortable and
furnished with taste and an eye to elegance. A beautiful garden
surrounds the house, enclosed by large trees which seem to bear the
impress of antiquity. Some distance from the house are the quarters
of the Indian servants, about 100 in number."
Rancho Chino prospered until Carlisle's death in 1865. In 1867
Carlisle's widow, Francisca, leveled her father's historic adobe and
built a frame house on its site.
In 1881 the rancho was sold to Richard Gird who had earned
$1,500,000 developing the famous Tombstone mine in Arizona. Gird
added to the rancho until it contained 45,000 acres. Ten years later
Gird employed the expertise of the Oxnard brothers--Henry and Robert-to build on his rancho a factory to extract sugar from sugar beets.
This was the first sugar beet factory in southern California. The
Oxnards were so impressed with the success at Chino that in 1898 they
built an even larger factory in Ventura County and developed the
sugar beet industry there.
In 1894 Gird sold Rancho Chino to Charles Phillips of San Luis
Obispo for $1,600,000. This was the largest land sale in San Bernard
ino County up to that time. Phillips failed to meet obligations and
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DIRECTIONS TO RANCHO CHINO "BATTLE OF CHINO" HISTORICAL MARKER:
Pomona Freeway
or Riverside Freeway
to Chino-Corona Highway ^ ;
then either 3 miles south from

or 9 miles north from

to Pipeline Avenue.

Then one block west on Eucalyptus Avenue to Chino Fire Station #2.
Dedication begins at 10:30 AM Saturday June 5, 1982.

DIRECTIONS FROM HISTORICAL MARKER TO FAMCLAMP:
East on Eucalyptus Avenue 1.6 miles to Central Avenue;
then south 3 miles to Pine Avenue; then east 1 mile to Euclid Avenue

i

then south .6 mile to Prado Regional Park.

Entrance fee is $2 per vehicle.

Group picnic area is on east side of park.

Overnight camping may be available.

Famclamp begins at 11:30 AM Saturday June 5, 1982. '
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May 7, 1982
ATTENTION, ATTENTION, ATTENTION
FAMCLAMP AND HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION
ON SATURDAY, JUNE 5TH, 1982
ATTENTION BROTHER CLAMPERS!
This year's Famclamp is at Prado Regional Park, (at the group picnic area). This
one is rather special, as we will be dedicating a Historical Marker to "The Battle
of Chino," thanks mainly to the efforts of our Brother Phil Porretta. This will be
a great chance to show our family and friends the historical side of clampers, and
as usual have a good time doing it.
CLAMP SCHEDULE OF THE DAY - JUNE 5TH, 1982

MAP AND DIRECTIONS ARE ON THE BACK

PLAQUE (HISTORICAL MARKER NO. 942) DEDICATION AT 10:30 A.M. WITH A SHORT TALK BY
PHIL PORRETTA.
THE FAMCLAMP BEGINS AT 11:33 A.M.

/
LUNCH IS SERVED SHORTLY THEREAFTER. THE CHAPTER IS PROVIDING HAMBURGERS AND HOT
DOGS WITH ALL THE FIXXINS, CLAMPER PICNIC BEANS, AND SOFT DRINKS. THE CHAPTER
WILL NOT BE PROVIDING ANY LIQUIDS FOR ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT AS THIS IS A FAMILY
EVENT. SO, IF YOU NEED YOUR ATTITUDE ADJUSTED FURTHER, BRING YOUR OWN.
HORSESHOES, DARTS, AND GAMES FOR THE KIDS, (WITH PRIZES FOR THE LITTLE ONES) WILL
FOLLOW LUNCH.
GOLD DUST REQUIRED FOR ALL OF THE ABOVE:
CLAMPERS AND PROSPECTIVE CLAMPERS, (ADULT MALES), EACH
$4.00
WIDDERS AND LITTLE PEOPLE, EACH
$1.00
GOLD DUST PAYABLE BY MAIL OR AT THE EVENT.
PLEASE LET THE FAMCLAMP CHAIRMAN DAVE MYERS KNOW BY PHONE OR MAIL IF YOU PLAN ON
ATTENDING. 714-998-6684, 5309 BERGH, ANAHEIM, CA 92807.
FUTURE EVENTS
MAY 28
MURPHYS AT MURPHYS, CALIFORNIA
JUNE 1
JUNE 5
JULY 6
AUGUST
SEPT 11
SEPT 21
OCT 8-10

MONTHLY MEETING AT THE PIZZA CHALET 7:00 PM - 9660 SIERRA AVE IN FONTANA
FAMCLAMP AND PLAQUE DEDICATION
MONTHLY MEETING AT THE PIZZA CHALET
OLD MINERS DAYS PARADE AT BIG BEAR LAKE (INFORMATION TO FOLLOW)
PRECLAMPOUT PLAQUE CONSTRUCTION FOR THE OLD BEAR VALLEY DAM
MONTHLY MEETING AT THE PIZZA CHALET
FALL CLAMPOUT OLD BEAR VALLEY DAM AT BIG BEAR LAKE

SOME OR ALL OF THE ABOVE DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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DIRECTIONS TO RANCHO CHINO "BATTLE OF CHINO" HISTORICAL MARKER:

{^

^^

Pomona Freeway ^6^ or Riverside Freeway 9
to Chi no-Corona Highway 7 ;
then either 3 miles south from
or 9 miles north from ^9^ to Pipeline Avenue.
Then one block west on Eucalyptus Avenue to Chino Fire Station #2.
Dedication begins at 10:30 AM Saturday June 5, 1982.

DIRECTIONS FROM HISTORICAL MARKER TO FAMCLAMP:
East on Eucalyptus Avenue 1.6 miles to Central Avenue;
then south 3 miles to Pine Avenue; then east 1 mile to Euclid Avenue

;

then south .6 mile to Prado Regional Park.

Entrance fee is $2 per vehicle.

Group picnic area is on east side of park.

Overnight camping may be available.

Famclamp begins at 11:30 AM Saturday June 5, 1982.

Old Mixuiib
^aj^PaAdc
Bl^ BearVaHey
(Sunday/
AUGUST 1, 1982
12:30 P.M.
Theme

3rd place fast>year!
4th this year?
Clamper Apparell!
Bring yer kazoo!

WfeSrh AltO HO

B B City

Big Bear Blvd.

The Gipper"

Meet at
Thrifty’s
Parking Lot

Meet at Thrifty’s
On Big Bear Blvd.
10:50 AM
213/421-9273
For Further Info

E CLAMPUS VITUS/BILLY HOLCOLMB

RON MILLER
961 N. ELDERBERRY AVE
ONTARIO, CA 91762

What sayeth the
Brethren

BLUFF LAKE
STAGE STOP

CAMP BLUFF LAKE

Satisfactory!

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

E CLAMPUS VITUS

Presented to the Pasadena YMCA, Camp Bluff Lake, by the
Billy Holcomb Chapter of the Ancient and Honorable Order of
E Clampus Vitus, as a token of our appreciation, October 10,
1982.
Special thanks to the Pasadena YMCA Executive Director,
Ronald A. Perry, and his staff who made our trip possible.
Text by the Billy Holcomb Chapter Historian Dick Williams

BLUFF LAKE is just two miles from Big Bear Lake as the crow
flies or as your horse would carry you through the pines from
lake to lake. But the shortest driving distance between the lakes
is about eight miles. The most direct road route is south from
Highway 18 on Mill Creek Road to Forest Road 2N10 which
goes to Bluff Lake.
Today's road routes to Bear Valley, the location of Big Bear
Lake, are vastly unlike those of yesteryear. Today's motorist
may reach Bear Valley by any one of five major routes. Around
the 1890s there were only two roads up to Bear Valley. One was
up Cushenberry and Johnson Grades from Lucerne Valley and
the other was up from the Redlands through Santa Ana
Canyon and up Clark's Grade.
This second road made Bluff Lake famous. "Resorts,"
actually fishing camps around a lake, such as at Bluff Lake,
make a necessity of having a good road up to Bear Valley from
San Bernardino.
It sometimes took seven days to reach Bear Valley via Victor
ville and Johnson's Grade. But it usually took only two days to
reach Bear Valley via Santa Ana Canyon and Clark's Grade.
Burro trains went up regularly to Seven Oaks Resort on the
crossing of the Santa Ana River. The burro trains continued up
Clark's Grade to Bluff Lake Resort, managed by Sylvanus
Thurman.
In 1889 the following advertisment appeared in the Los
Angeles "Citrograph".
Trips from Los Angeles to Lewis/Knight Resorts
Los Angeles — Redlands
$2.25
Stage to Therman's
$1.50
Burro and Guide to Lewis/Knight
$3.00
Lodging and Board
$10.00
In June 1890 a new hotel was being built at Bluff Lake. Henry
Huntington and his son H. L. Huntington had men at work
preparing to accommodate the many travelers expected that
summer. Pieces of the foundation of the hotel built by the
Huntingtons are still visible on the north side of the lake.
In 1898 the "Burro Express" still went regularly to Seven
Oaks and Bluff Lake. The road up Clark's Grade was improved
and by 1899 the Bear Valley and Redlands Toll road stages with
good teams were traversing the entire road via Clark's Grade.
Two cabins at Blue Lake are,said to have been the original
"Stage Stop". Later the two log cabins were tied together, thus
enlarging the structure. Today it is used as a bunkhouse.
The nearby Bear Valley Dam was declared "The Eighth
Wonder of the World". Frank E. Brown, engineer of the dam, is
said to have spent much time at Bluff Lake during the dam
construction of 1883-84. The dam created Big Bear Lake, the
largest man-made lake in the world at that time.

I
I
What sayeth the
Brethren

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER,
E CLAMPUS VITUS
FALL 1982 CLAMPOUT

OLD BEAR VALLEY DAM
IN 1884 FRANK BROWN BUILT AN UNUSUAL DAM
HERE TO SUPPLY IRRIGATION WATER FOR THE
REDLANDS AREA. THE SINGLE-ARCH GRANITE
DAM FORMED BIG BEAR LAKE, THEN THE WORLD'S
LARGEST MAN-MADE LAKE. ENGINEERS CLAIMED
THE DAM WOULD NOT HOLD, AND DECLARED IT
"THE EIGHTH WONDER OF THE WORLD" WHEN IT
DID! THE OLD DAM IS USUALLY UNDERWATER
BECAUSE OF THE 20-FOOT HIGHER DAM BUILT 200
FEET WEST IN 1912.
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL
LANDMARK NO. 725
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
PARKS AND RECREATION IN COOPERATION WITH
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER OF E CLAMPUS VITUS,
U.S. FOREST SERVICE, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY
MUSEUM, BIG BEAR VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
OCTOBER 10, 1982

'v________________________
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

E CLAMPUS VITUS

Dedication of Historical Marker for
Old Bear Valley Dam
California Registered Historical Landmark No. 725
at West end of Big Bear Lake, California
October 10, 1982

hauled up Cajon Pass, then through what is now Apple Valley
to Old Woman Springs, up Cushenberry and Johnson Grades
and finally into Bear Valley and down to the dam site. Records
of that day indicate that the freight bill from Colton to the
Valley was in excess of $10.00 per barrel, much more than was
estimated.
Actual construction began in the late summer of 1883 and
progressed about as planned until the cold weather and snow
interrupted the proper curing of cement. An earth-fill dam had
to be constructed about 2 miles east of the construction site to
hold back the water while foundations were being excavated
and rock and masonry base properly tied to the bedrock. Then a
small pond formed just behind the rock base where large
wooden rafts floated the huge blocks of granite from the nearby
quarry to the proper location to be fitted into the rising dam.
As soon as the weather moderated in the spring of 1884 and
most of the snow had melted, construction was again started.
The original dam was 52 feet high from the center of the outlet
gate, in the bottom of the dam. About 30 feet from the south
abutment there is a 20-foot wide spillway 4 feet lower than the
top of the dam, all buried underwater at the present time.
Winter set in early in the fall of 1884, and a heavy snowstorm
in November made it impossible to lay the top course of rock
completely across the dam. The original arch rock dam still lacks
the top concourse of rock, except for a few ashlars at the south
end.
The fall and winter of 1884 produced the heaviest snowfall
and precipitation ever recorded in its history — 91 inches. By
the following summer a lake nearly 5 miles in length and as
much as a mile wide was impounded back of its seemingly thin
wall of rock. Engineering journals of the time proclaimed this
lake as the largest man-made body of water in the world and
Bear Valley Dam the eighth wonder of the world. Its designer
and builder, Frank E. Brown, was later honored by his alma
mater, Yale, for his achievement.
The dam served the company from 1884-1912 through
drought, earthquake, temperatures as low as 30°(F) below zero,
winds and floods. It also withstood the skeptics. The total
expenditure was about $75,000. Today it would cost more to
obtain an engineering feasibility study.

It soon became evident that in order to properly regulate the
water flows in summer as well as during the winter storms, a
permanent dam keeper must be hired. In those days very few
people stayed in the Valley during the winter, so in order to
attract a dam keeper the company built a log cabin in 1887 at the
site of the famous rock house on the knoll above the south end
of the dam. It burned in 1889 and the rock house was built and
finished in 1890 and the dam keeper and weather recorder
moved in. This old rock house was given to the U.S. Forestry
Service and still stands.
Following completion of the old dam a number of above
normal snowfall years occurred. In order to supply water in dry
years the company started a higher dam in 1890 about 200 feet
downstream from the single arch dam. This was to be a rock fill
dam 13 feet higher than the existing structure or to the 65'
contour. To organize this expansion the assets of the Bear
Valley Land and Water Co. were turned over in December 1890
to the Bear Valley Irrigation Co.
Numerous problems plagued the company and although they
reorganized in 1894 as the New Bear Valley Irrigation Co., they
ended in bankruptcy. The citrus growers in the RedlandsHighland area realized something had to be done to salvage the
project and give them a dependable water supply under their
control. Thus in June of 1903 they formed the Bear Valley
Mutual Water Co. and after negotiations took over the dam and
lands at Big Bear in January 1909.
They sold bonds sufficient to pay off, at a discount, the old
bondholders, and leave money for building a higher dam at Big
Bear. The present multiple-arch dam designed by John S. Eastwood was built in 1911-12 at a cost of $138,000. This dam is 82
feet above the stream bed but based on the 0 elevation of the
center of the outlet gate in the old dam the top of the arches is
72 feet 4 inches. The old dam when filled to capacity created a
lake of 1800 acres. The new dam, although only 20 feet higher,
developed a 2500 acre lake and nearly trebled the total capacity,
25,00 acre feet vs. 73,000 acre feet. When the first dam was
planned, there were no local rainfall records so the size and
height was purely an educated guess. Twenty-eight years later
rainfall records indicated that a larger dam could be constructed
to efficiently impound water. The intervening years of history
had proven that a height of 72 feet on the new dam was about
correct, as the lake has filled 5 times: 1916, 1922, 1938, 1969,

and 1979; and flood releases have been quite minimal, except in
1916 when 25,000 acre feet was spilled. There has been a wide
range of annual precipitation in the rain and snow gauge at the
dam house, from a low of about 12 inches to a high of nearly 91
inches, for an average in the last century of 38 inches at the
dam.

On February 25, 1893, President Benjamin Harrison
established the San Bernardino Forest Reserve. In 1907 the
reserve name was changed to San Bernardino National Forest.
Soon the preserve was merged with the adjacent Angeles
National Forest and it assumed that name. In 1925, the two
preserves were separated again. San Bernardino National
Forest is larger than the State of Rhode Island. Its administra
tion by the U.S. Forest Service is complicated by numerous
inholdings, including many near Big Bear Lake.
In 1916 the surface of Big Bear Lake was dedicated to the free
use of the public for hunting and fishing. This enabled the State
Division of Fish and Game to stock the lake with fish.
Extra guards were hired by the Water Co. to guard the
walkway over the dam during the years of the First World War.
In 1923 the County of San Bernardino proposed to build the
highway bridge over the dam and with the cost of the extra
guards fresh in mind, the Water Co. granted the easement with
the proviso that the public would have to pay for any guarding
in the future. Thus during the Second World War, the State
Guard stationed a contingent of men to guard the dam.

In 1916 the Water Co. formed the Bear Valley Development
Co. and deeded all their lands above the high water contour to
this new company. This company was dissolved in 1944, and all
assets turned back to the Water Co.
The lake was operated 100% as a holdover irrigation water
storage facility and more water was released in dry years than
in wet ones. Because of this, considerable feeling was generated
by residents of Big Bear (originally called Pine Knot Resort) that
the Water Co. was hostile to the local interests. The Water Co.
as a gesture of goodwill always turned over in total to the
Chamber of Commerce the rental payments by the motion
picture companies for filming on Company land. The Company
during the 1930's and 1940's helped to blue-stone the lake to
reduce the algae and aquatic weeds. The Company gave
property for the community church and hospital.

By 1940 the Water Co. had allowed commercial boat busi
nesses on the lake. For safety they maintained a lake patrol from
that date on.
In 1938, the Water Co. refinanced their bonded indebted
ness so they could give clear title to lots sold in the Valley
without the lien of outstanding bonds. After World War II, the
demand for residential business lots was brisk.

As Big Bear's population grew, agitation increased to do
something about the fluctuation in the lake level. The dry year,
1961, saw the lake 99% empty and this led to the creation by the
voters in Big Bear of the Big Bear Valley Municipal Water
District. The District filed a lawsuit in October, 1965, to
condemn Big Bear Lake. The case came to trial in 1972 and was
finally resolved by the Stipulated Judgement dated January 22,
1977, whereby the District, for cash payment of $4,756,500
was deeded Company land consisting of the lake bottom, both
dams, and the surface rights. The Water Co. retained
possession of all natural water inflow into the lake. However,
the District has the option of supplying the Water Co. with
pump water or imported (State Aqueduct) water in lieu of
releasing lake water. Thus the District can keep releases of
water from the lake at a minimum. It is estimated that the lake
level should not drop in the future more than 15 feet below the
top of the arch.
Thus has the century-old dream of Frank E. Brown been
doubly fulfilled. The desert valley below has prospered and
bloomed and the valley a mile higher, once only home of
roaming bears, has become the mountain paradise of Southern
California.
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UNOFFICIAL OFFICIAL CLAMPROCLAMATION
FALL 1982
OCTOBER 8, 9, AND 10
ORIGINAL BEAR VALLEY DAM
AND
BLUFF LAKE STAGE STOP
Greetings from the Humbug, Greybeards, and all other officers whether in good standing or
not. The Billy Holcomb Chapter of the Ancient & Honorable Order of E Clan^)us Vitus, of
the great and giant counties of San Bernardino and Riverside, hereby invites all Clampers
to the doins at the "Old Bear Valley Dam Site" at Big Bear. All brothers are requested to
bring a miserable pbc.
We will be camping right in the beautiful San Bernardino mountains (approx. 6,000 ft.),
at a private canq} with its own lake. At the command of Humbug "Long" Tom Robertson, a
special site right in the middle of Clanqjerdom has been reserved for you at this event.
We will be dedicating two placques, the larger of the two is (or will be) California
Registered Historical Land No. 725, to the "Old Bear Valley Dam"; the other placque will
be erected where we are camping, by pbe's at the site of the "Bluff Lake Stage Stop".
Before we explain the do*s and don’ts, here is the schedule of Clampevents, etc., so grab
your ass and prepare for the hills, cause here we go again!!!!!!
Preclamp Schedule. Clampschedule and Random pbc Rules, etc.
Sept. 22
Wed.. 7:00 p.m.

Note this is on Wednesday, not Tuesday, General Preclampout meeting.
New location. Brighams Restaurant. 820 W. Foothill Blvd., Upland, CA.
Directions;
(Semi-accurate), take any freeway to the 10 fwy, take the
mountain offramp and go north to Foothill. Turn right (east) on Foot
hill. We have a room all to ourselves. American and Mexican food is
available, as well as a full beverage selection.

Special Note;

At the direction of the Clamp atriarch, the no drinking rule at monthly
meetings has been deleted until further notice.
All future monthly meetings will be at the above location on the first
Wednesday of the month’, unless stated otherwise. The 2nd being Wed.,
Nov. 3.

Sept. 25, Sat.

Paperwork and Clampfees are due at Gold Dust Receiver, the Rev. Bill
Pearson's residence. If you are late, add 5 bucks and call Bill at;
(714) 862-8245 (evenings or on the weekend).

Preclampout

Please explain to yer pbc exactly what he is expected to do at the
Clan?)out. For your assistance, a few rules are detailed later.

Oct. 8,
Fri, 6:00 p.m.
6:01 p.m.

Beer and Chili Feed - Kickoff to the Official, Unofficial Doings.

6:02 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
Arrival

Errrrection of the FFFarting Post - And the first morals lecture inside
the Reverend Bill Pearson's tent.
The Official Beginning of Attitude Adjustment Hour at Humbug Robertson's
Shumble abode. All Brothers and pbe's are encouraged to stop by and
have their attitude adjusted, by the Humbug.
Unofficial Campfire and pbc lubrication.
(Brother Shaw, XGNH & Clampatriarch has generously donated the oil.)
All pbc 3 Must Find the Hangman, John The Jack(off) Stamp for check-in,
assignments, rules, etc.

October 9
Sat. 7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
Sat. 8:43 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:01
11:29
2:00
3:30
5:30

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

7:15 p.m.

October 10
Sun. 6:00 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Breakfast - The first of Clampchef Lecourt's Gourmet Gastronomlcal
creations of the weekend. Better get there before 7:59 or take your
chances!
pbc meeting with the Hangman at City Hall.
Signups - Start for the Clamper Olympic Games. See Clamper Twotone
Calabrese.
Cutoff - Arrival time for pbc's. First and probably Final Cutoff time
for pbc check-in with the Hangman.
Clamperolvmpic Games Begin, pbc Parade, followed by darts, horseshoes
and pbc toss.
Stage Stop Placque Construction.
Graybeards Meeting (Graybeards meet the lowly pbc's at 11:35 a.m.)
pbc meeting - For further Indoctrination and lubrication at City Hall.
pbc Entertainment at City Hall.
Dinner - is served at our Million Dollar cook trailer. Roast Baron of
Beef with all the fixlns. Our pbc Orchestra will serenade us, to aid
our digestion after such a trying day.
Clampfire talk and Clampband Entertainment (including the pbc All Kazoo
Marching Band.) As a special attraction Ron Miller will be leading the
Clamper Band on his gut bucket. A formal program is planned.
All pbc's up for Cleanup!
Breakfast is served (for those that are able). Liquid or substantial,
take your pick.
pbc Initiation - pbc's must be sober to gain the Enlightenment of Saint
Vitus!
Placque Dedication at the site. Membership cards and certificates will
be distributed after the dedication. All new members just past pbc
status must report back to the campgroimd for final cleanup. NO
DRINKING AT THE DEDICATION.

IMPORTANT RULES AND ADVICE

THINGS TO TELL YER pbc

Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring
Bring

The Hangman has complete charge of all pbc's
throughout the weekend.
pbc's will fulfill all reasonable requests from
the Hangman and Clanqiers.
pbc's should expect friendly verbal harassment
and No Physical Abuse!!!
pbc's will not wear anything with red or black
coloring until initiated.
pbc's must attend all scheduled and spontaneous
meetings.
pbc's will be assigned responsibilities and will
be expected to complete them.
We are an historically based organization that
has a good time dedicating placques and partici
pating in "Californication". Additional rules
will be explained by the Hangman.

Money
a pbc or three
extra water
personal gear
complete eating materials
folding chairs
your ovm special refreshment
extra beer and hors d'oeuvres
extra ice
a fishing pole?
skivvies for dipping?
extra firewood
anything else you think we may not
have, because we probably don't!
Above All. Bring a Clamper Attitude and
Be Prepared for One Hell of a Good Time!!!

Special Note - All early arriving pbc's will have very limited duties by dictate of the
Humbug, and will be compensated for any early duties - By lighter duties for the remainder
of the weekend.
A LITTLE HISTORICAL BACKGKOUND ON THE SITES:
The original Bear Valley Dam (now directly behind Big Bear Dam) was built in 1884. It
formed Big Bear Lake, the largest man-made lake in the world at the time. Many engineers
and others claimed it would not hold water. When it did, it was considered by many people
to be the eighth wonder of the world.
The Bluff Lake Stage Stop was used in the late 1800's by burro trains and stages. It was
on one of only two roads to the area at the time. The original cabin is still standing
and in use by the camp.
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DIRECTIONS TO CAMP BLUFF LAKE
PASADENA YMCA CAMP

CLAMPERDOM

®hc Ancient :tnb 2‘ionorablc ©rber of
^ Clampus J^ttus

^nlcomfa Cljapt^r

CLAMPPROCLAMATION
n
The Clampband Master , The right HARMONIOUS JOHN STAMP HERE BY WISHES TO
PROCLAIM, ANNOUNANCE AND OTHERWISE SPEAD THE Glorias Clamproclamation:
TO WIT:
that on the Date of December 5th, 1982 , A Sunday the KxBilly
Holcomb Clampband will meet to have a HOOT & HOLLAR. It will be held at
SPOONERS RANCH (see map). Get your fiddle, get box, gut bucket Kazzo, drum
amplifier, combs mouth oran, Patatoe, pikalow, or any device that produces
musiak, whistles, clangs or twitters, hums.
Graybeard Spooner & Clampband Master Stamp will provide the first case of beer &
some grub so bring some of your own beer, and some more grub. Also bring musak
merriment & instruments. The Merriments start at 10:AM Sunday Dec 5 until
Graybeard Spponer throughs us out.
(See the map sox yous wont get lost)

Ancient imb Honorable Orber of
^ Clantpus J^ttus
^illyi ^olrnmt Ctjapt^r

CLAMPCALENDER
Dec. 5 th 1982.
DEC. -

. 1982.

Music Fest at Spooner's Ranch 10:00AM

(Sunday)

Monthly meeting at Brighams Resturant in Upland.

7 zOOVl/K^C^

JAN. 5 th 1983.
FEB. 2 th 1983.
FEB. 12 th 1983.

Saturday WIDDER"S NITE SIT DOWN DINNER FIRST CABIN ect.to be
held at the Famous MISSION INN IN RIVERSIH? CALIF.

MAR.2nd, 1983

Wednesday, Monthly meeting at Brighams.

April 6 th 1983
April 29 to May ,
Barstow Harvey House.

More information to follow

June 1st 1983.
June 4th 1983.
to be announaced.
July 6 th

1983

Aug. 3rd

1983
OLD MINERS DAY PARADE at Big Bear (Information to follow)

Aug
Sep» 21

1983

Monthly Meeting at Brighams Last Change Planning & get it
for Fall Clampout.

OCT. 7.8. 9, 1983

9ha.s Resurant ,'s located at PootMU

,an Antdnio off of KoantaTor. 1„ Up,

What sayeth the
Brethren

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER,
E CLAMPUS VITUS

BARSTOW HARVEY HOUSE
HARVEY HOUSES WERE LEGENDARY IN THE HIS
TORY OF WESTERN RAIL TRAVEL. OPERATED BY
FRED HARVEY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SANTA
FE RAILWAY, THE NETWORK OF RESTAURANTHOTELS SET A NEW STANDARD IN QUALITY MEAL
SERVICE. BARSTOW'S SPANISH-MOORISH "CASA
DEL DESIERTO," OPENED IN 1911 AND CLOSED IN
1971. IT WAS REGISTERED AS ONE OF THE LAST
AND FINEST REMAINING EXAMPLES OF THE
WEST'S FAMOUS HARVEY HOUSES.
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK
NO. 892
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
PARKS AND RECREATION IN COOPERATION WITH
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER OF E CLAMPUS VITUS,
MOJAVE RIVER VALLEY MUSEUM, SAN BERNAR
DINO COUNTY MUSEUM, AND FRED HARVEY, INC.
MAY 1, 1983

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

E CLAMPUS VITUS

Dedication of Historical Marker for
Barstow Harvey House
California Registered Historical Landmark No. 892
at Barstow, California
May 1, 1983

HARVEY HOUSES

SPONSORS OF THE HARVEY HOUSE
HISTORICAL MARKER:
Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus
Mojave River Valley Museum Association
San Bernardino County Museum Association
Fred Harvey, Incorporated — an Amfac company

SPECIAL GUEST:
Addie Park Bassett, ex-Harvey Girl

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Dave Myers, Billy Holcomb Chapter Noble Grand Humbug
Gordon Stricler, Mojave River Valley Museum Association
president
Gerald Smith, San Bernardino County Museum director
John Hyatt, Fred Harvey Inc. director of administration
Irish Robertson & the clamplaque construction crew
Germaine Moon, Mojave River Valley Museum
historical researcher
Gale & Winona Kenyon, Barstow Harvey House Society
leaders
Bill Mann, Mojave River Valley Museum Association past
president

Text written by Phil Porretta, Billy Holcomb Chapter historian

In 1876, English-born Frederick Henry Harvey became
restaurant and hotel concessionaire for the rapidly expanding
western railroad, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe. Up to this
time railroad eating houses were "greasy spoons." But Fred
Harvey's large tasty meals, classy service (English silver and Irish
linen), and winsome "Harvey Girl" waitresses attracted
passengers. Eventually a proud chain of Harvey Houses (often a
combination depot-hotel-restaurant) was strung along the Santa
Fe main line through Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and
California. Harvey service expanded to dining cars, lunchrooms,
and newsstands. Harvey dining spread to Texas, Oklahoma,
Missouri, and Illinois.
The first Harvey House was built at Topeka, Kansas. The
second, 100 miles down the line at Florence, Kansas. At Harvey
Houses the excellent food was served according to strict formula by
courteous and attractive Harvey Girls.
The hearty western men considered the Harvey waitress more
appealing than the food she served. To recruit these special
charmers, advertisements for "young women, 18 to 30 years of
age, of good character, attractive and intelligent" were placed in
Eastern and Midwestern newspapers. The approved applicants
were given training in the unique Harvey technique of food service.
The uniforms were black dresses with white collars and white
aprons. The hair had to be plainly done with an optional white
ribbon bow.
Harvey Girls had to promise not to marry for a year. But many
did marry (often to well-to-do cattle ranchers, miners, tradesmen,
and railroaders) and quit. A Harvey Girl's salary, tips, and free
room and board were considered good benefits —even though they
often worked a 12-hour day.
Harvey Girls had a reputation of high moral character. They
lived in dormitories usually on the grounds of the Harvey House. A
house matron enforced an early curfew, except for their weekly
Friday night dance (where guests' shooting irons and blades were
held at the door). Harvey policies helped to civilize the wild West.
On November 15, 1885, the California Southern Railroad
(owned by Santa Fe) completed its tracks from San Bernardino
north through Cajon Pass and made a connection with the Mojave
to Needles tracks of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad (controlled by
Santa Fe and absorbed by Santa Fe in 1897). The place where the
C.S. tracks joined those of the A&P was named Waterman Junction
for the nearby Waterman silver mine. In January 1886 the
"Waterman Junction" sign was replaced by one reading "Barstow."
The new station name was in honor of William Barstow Strong,
then president of Santa Fe.
During 1886 a brick-and-wood two-story depot-hotel-restau
rant was constructed at Barstow station. This was the first
Barstow Harvey House and its business thrived. A photo of the
structure exists in the Burr Belden collection of the San Bernardino
County Museum. On July 8,1887, the first Barstow Harvey House

was destroyed by fire.
The second Barstow Harvey House, larger and better built than
the first, was completed around the end of 1887. It was a wooden
hotel-restaurant built next to a separate depot building. On June
29,1892, the second Barstow Harvey House burned beyond repair.
A third Barstow Harvey House was built. In 1900 it was staffed
by a manager, a cashier, two laundresses, a baker, a cook, a maid,
four Harvey Girls, a yardman, and a porter. About 1905 a second
story was added to the depot and its upper floor was extended to
connect with the Harvey House. The third Barstow Harvey House
was reduced to ashes in 1908.
In 1896 Santa Fe began a program to upgrade its Harvey Houses
to include an extensive line of luxury station-hotel-restaurants.
The first of these was the "Castaneda" in Las Vegas, New Mexico.
It had an indigenous Spanish colonial-Pueblo Indian style of archi
tecture. The luxury Harvey Houses were alike in a general sense
but some had strikingly dissimilar styles. The Wellington, Kansas,
Harvey House was an example of 18th Century Flemish design; the
Hutchinson, Kansas, Harvey House (the "Bisonte") was like a
Tudor manor house; the Trinidad, Colorado, Harvey House (the
"Cardinas") was of Moorish style. The smaller Harvey Houses
were not given names.
Other outstanding Harvey Houses were in New Mexico — at
Lamy (the "El Ortiz"), Albuquerque (the "Alvarado"), Santa Fe (the
"La Fonda"), the health resort six miles from Las Vegas (the "Mon
tezuma"), Vaughn (the "Las Chavez"), Gallup (the "El Navajo 0,
and Clovis (the "Gran Quivira"); in Kansas — at Dodge City (the
"El Vaquero"), and Syracuse (the "Sequoyah"); in Colorado — at La
Junta (the "El Otero"); in Arizona — at Williams (the "Fray
Marcos"), Winslow (the "La Posada"), Ash Fork (the "Escalante"),
Seligman (the "Havasu"), and three at Grand Canyon ("El Tovar,"
"Bright Angel Lodge," and "Phantom Ranch"); in California — at
Needles ("El Garces") and Barstow (our own "Casa del
Desierto").
Other early Harvey establishments in California were: a com
bination hotel-lunch room at Mojave; combination dining roomlunch rooms at Bakersfield, Merced, and on two ferries in San
Francisco Bay; lunch rooms at San Bernardino, Los Angeles, and
San Diego; newsstands at Fresno, Stockton, and the San Francisco
Ferry Building.
Signals were divised to enhance Harvey customer satisfaction.
As a train neared a Harvey House, a conductor who had each pas
senger's meal order gave this information to the engineer who
forwarded the totals to the Harvey House. The sounding of a gong
at the Harvey House warned the staff to prepare fora train arrival.
As the passengers filed into the Harvey House, Harvey Girls began
serving the first course. Alpaca jackets were provided for coatless
men to be served in Harvey dining rooms — the rule did not apply
in Harvey lunch rooms. Santa Fe employees had coupons to have
Harvey meals at half price.

A Harvey Girl asked diners if they preferred coffee, hot tea, iced

tea, or milk. Soon another Harvey Girl appeared and magically
poured the correct drinks without asking. This trick was
accomplished by a cup signal. If the original waitress left the cup
right side up, that meant coffee. Cup upside down meant hot tea.
Cup moved away meant milk.
The manager strolled among the diners soothingly announcing
that there was no need to hurry to avoid missing the train. Eventu
ally a gong sounded to warn the passengers to return to the train.
Fred Harvey insisted that his employees go to great lengths to
please customers. The Harvey corporation maintained this prin
ciple even after his death in 1901. Another corporate policy has
been for Harvey buyers to select high quality goods at fair prices
and charge Harvey customers fair prices.
Mary Colter greatly influenced the architecture and interior
styling of several Harvey structures. She started working for the
Harvey corporation in 1902. Because of her outstanding Harvey
accomplishments, she became a famous architect, interior decor
ator, and Southwest art and ethnology authority.
Mary Colter was responsible for many of the Harvey buildings
at Grand Canyon: the Harvey dormitories, the Hopi House, the
Watchtower, Hermit's Rest, Phantom Ranch, and Bright Angel
Lodge; she decorated the bar at the beautiful El Tovar. She was the
primary architect of the outstanding Han^y Houses at Gallup,
New Mexico, and at Winslow and Painted Desert, Arizona.
Her popular style was applied by architect Francis Wilson (for
the contractors Sharp & Fellows) to the fourth Barstow Harvey
House, the superb "Casa del Desierto." Its site differed from the
previous three Barstow Harvey Houses because of station yard
enlargement and rearrangement. Casa del Desierto opened on
February 22, 1911. Its pseudo Spanish-Moroccan style was wellsuited to the desert. Its design was superior to the earlier NeoRoman styled Harvey House, El Garces, at Needles. Its adjacent
station house and home for railroaders formed a three-part com
plex interconnected by covered walkways. The reinforced concrete
and red cinder block complex was almost a little city. Its red clay tile
roof blended well with its towers and archways.
The three-level western section, called the "Reading Room," was
home for Santa Fe employees. The main floor had an office, a li
brary, and a large recreation hall. The second story had day sleeping
quarters. The basement was a dormitory. The entire western
section was leveled about 25 years ago.
The middle section of the complex was the depot. It has been an
Amtrak station house since May 1971.
The eastern section was the Harvey House proper. From the
lobby, majestic stairs led to 25 guest rooms plus a four-bedroom
apartment for the manager. The main floor had a dining room, a Ushaped lunch counter, and a kitchen. In 1911 total seating for
dining patrons was about 120. In 1922 the dining room seated 104
but the room was expanded in 1943 by enclosing the eastern half of
the veranda. In 1922 the lunch counter seated about 25. Behind the
kitchen, the building ended in two wings. The west wing was an L-

#
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shap)ed dormitory — the male help lodged in the basement, the
Harvey Girls shared rooms on the first floor. The second floor, for
guests and railroaders, joined the 17 hotel rooms above the restau
rant. The northeast wing contained the staff lunchroom, offices,
and fcKxl storage and processing areas. The entire eastern section
was closed in 1971 and is now vacant and fenced to prevent tres
passing.
Because of the distinctive indigenous Southwestern architec
ture of the luxury Harvey Houses, the food service took on a
broader aspect. The merchandising of Indian arts and crafts became
and important part of the Harvey enterprise.
In 1914, when the new Union Depot opened in Kansas City, the
Harvey corporation began a new line of novelty stores similar to
today's airport gift shop-newsstands. These stores were an instant
success. Mary Colter had a hand in decorating the Harvey stores in
Kansas City, and at Union Stations in Chicago and Los Angeles —
and in Cleveland and St. Louis, where the Santa Fedid not operate.
In 1945 M-G-M made the color movie "The Harvey Girls" telling
the story of the West's favorite waitresses. The high quality musi
cal starred Judy Garland, John Hodiak, Angela Lansbury, and Ray
Bolger. Harvey corporation president, Byron Harvey, Jr., appeared
in the movie as an 1890 Santa Fe conductor. The movie featured
Johnny Mercer's hit song, "On the Atchison, Topeka, and the Santa
Fe." It goes like this:
Do you hear that whistle down the line?
I figure that it's engine number forty-nine.
She's the only one that'll sound that way —
On the Atchinson, Topeka and the Santa Fe."
In the motion picture, engine number forty-nine had the name
"Wm. B. Strong" painted on its side. The "B." is for "Barstow"from
which the city got its name.
Due to World War II, Santa Fe had to carry thousands of addi
tional military passengers. Many Harvey Girls returned to their old
jobs of 20 to 40 years previous to help the war effort.
Eventually the need for Harvey Houses was eliminated by more
dining cars, faster trains, and air and automobile travel. The
Harvey corporation reacted by expanding into resort hotels and
classy concessions such as: Furnace Creek Inn in Death Valley,
Painted Desert Inn in Arizona, and two restaurants and two re
freshment bars in the Los Angeles Music Center. But the historical
significance of Harvey Houses should not be forgotten.
The Barstow Harvey House Society, led by Gale and Winona
Kenyon, has vigorously campaigned to preserve the Barstow Har
vey House. Backed by the Mojave River Valley Museum Associ
ation, they have indicated forcefully to Santa Fe their desire to save
the Harvey House from destruction. They are the conscience of
their community. Their effort to save the visual evidence of our
heritage is to be applauded. We fervently wish that somehow the
Barstow Harvey House will be restored and opened to the public.

The following poem, printed in 1895, is an example of the lore
that sprang from well-prepared Harvey House meals served by
shapely Harvey Girls:
"Harvey Houses, don't you savvy; clean across the old Mojave,
On the Santa Fe they've strung 'em like a string of Indian beads.
We all couldn't eat without 'em but the slickest thing about 'em
Is the Harvey skirts that hustle up the feeds."

Adams, Samuel H. The Harvey Girls. Cleveland, Ohio: World Pub
lishing Co., 1944.
Belden, L. Burr. "Waterman Junction: the Sign Came Down". San
Bernardino Sun-Telegram, September 15, 1963, page D-2.
Bellomy, Michael W. "Casa del Desierto". Application for registra
tion of Barstow Harvey House as a California Historical Land
mark. August 8,1975. On file at California Department of Parks
and Recreation, Sacramento.
Bryant, Keith L. History of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail
way. New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1974.
Grattan, Virginia L. Mary Colter: Builder upon the Red Earth. Flag
staff, Arizona: Northland Press, 1980.
Henderson, James D. Meals by Fred Harvey: A Phenomenon of the
American West. Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press,
1969. Mojave River Valley Museum Association, 1976.
Marshall, James L Santa Fe: The Railroad that Built an Empire.
New York: Random House, 1945.
Marshall, Jim. "The Return of Miss Harvey". Collier's magazine,
November 17, 1945, pages 20, 98-99.
Moon, Germaine L. Barstow Depots and Harvey Houses. Barstow:
Mojave River Valley Museum Association, 1980.
United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Manage
ment. "High Desert Recreation Resources Guide". 1976.
Whitmore, Eugene. "Customer Good-Will a la Fred Harvey."
American Business magazine, July 1983, pages 26-28, 37.
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By Order of The Greybeards
^ CClampUB ^ilus
Unoffical Offical Clamproclamation JiilliJ ^olcomb CCf|apfBr

Spring Clampout
April 29, 30, & May 1
1983
Barstow & Coolguardie

THE GRAND NOBLE HUMBUG, The Right Skinny DAVE MYERS HERE BY WISHES TO PROCLAIM,
ANNOUNANCE AND OTHER WISE SPREAD THE Glorisus CLAMPROCLAMATION;
TO WIT; Get yer cleut^er gear & you know what together and head for Billy Holcomb's
Clampsite 12 miles north of Barstow in the giant and glorius county of San Bernardino.
The renote and primitive Cleunpstie features awesome desert scenery.
It is reached
by following fort Irwin Road (paved) north from Barstow about 6 miles to left turn
(that's a "Haw!" to yer burro) onto Copper city Road (graded but good) another 6 miles
north(north again? now can this be? it must be an anomaly of geography!)(or a clamper
readin duh map) to the junction with the dirt road to Coolgardie Mining Camp (abandonednobody home)-- at this junction look fer prostrate red=shirted fauna beneath a huge
Joshua tree.
Whereas ;
Usual lubriacation and gas-tronomical chili-and-beans on Friday eve(Real clampersdon't
eat quiche they eat Billy Holcombs Famous Bung Hole Burnin Chili & Beans), fun and games
on Saturday and on Sunday morning a Clamper salute to the shapely waitresses that
tamed the Wild West along the Santa Fe RR line, the Harvey Girls. Namely, we will
dedicate an officail bronze and Beautifelu state plaque fer California Registered
Historical Landmark #892, the majestic Barstow Harvey House(it's still standing—but
possibly not fer long—at the Barstow Amtrak Station). The dedication will be near
the railroad exhitbit on the grounds of the Mojave River Valley Museum on Barstow Road
on block north of Interstate 15 in Barstow.
Therefore; Send yer GOLD DUST($35 fer PBC S other fools or piddling $25 fer membersfer gobs of good grub and guzzles) To the Grand Noble Gold Dust Receiver Larry "Penny
Pinchin" Wright, at 12415 Waterloo, Chino CA, 91710
Theseas, To Wit & Soforth;

Special Clamproclamation by Order of the Graybeards & de
Humbug.

Reafirmation of The Rules; 1. No Gun, firearms. Shotguns, Rifles,Cannon
or heavy weapons,
2.

No Explosives of any type.

3.

No Fireworks of any type.

4.

Tell your PBC about these rules

The reafirmation of this rule is do to gastly doings in the diggin' at Chief
Truckee chapter up north o here.
So Recor'ded,
Grand Noble Recorder
w;ritin by Poretta with contributions by the Rev.
TURN DE PAGE FOR MORE INFO

gl^CIAMP SCHEDULE, CIAMPSCHUDULE AND RANDOM PBC RULES, ECT. S OTHER IMPORTANT STUFF
April 6, 1983

Month meeting at Brighams resturant. Last chance Planning & get it
together for Sring Cleimpout.

April 22, 1083

Paperwork and Clampfees are due at God Dust Receiver, Larry Wright
residence. If your are late, add 5 bucks and call Larry at (714)
628-4622 .
,

Preclan^jout

Please explain to yer pbc exactyly what he is ecpected to do at the
Clampout.
For your assistance , a few rules are detailed later.

APRIL 29, 1983
6:00PM
6:01

Beer and Chili Feed-- kickoff to the Officical, Unofficial Doings
Chili Bean served until there are no more.
gg:_^rrection of the FFFFFarting Post —

6:02PN

Explaination of this honorable
tradiation by the Rev Bill
The Humbug's SlipperyTrGluch hour & Attitude Adjustment Hour at Humbug
Myers Humble Abode. All Brothers & pbc's are encouraged to stop by
and have their attitiude adjusted, by the HUMBUG.

7:00

Unoffical Clampfire & pbc l\ibrication. Bring your KY Jelly

ON ARRIVAL

ALL PBCS Must find the HANGMAN, TERRY THE TERRIBLE RHIND FOR CHECK-IN
assignments, rules, etc.

1
1

April 30, 1983
Saturday
7:00,A M

1

8:30 AM

1

8:45 AM

1

9:30AM

1

10:00AM

Breakfast at 7:00AM The first of Clampchef Badero's Gourment
Gastronmical creations of the weekend. Better get there before 7:59
or take yer chances.
pbc meeting with the Hangman at City Hall.
Sign Ups Start for the Clamper Olympic Games, See Clamper "Can get
the Wrinkles Out Hopwood".
CUTOFF -TIME Arrival time for PBC's. First and Probeibly Final Cutoff
time for pbc check in with the Hangman.

10:01

CLAMPEROLYMPIC GAMES BEGIN, pbc Parade.BEER CHUG. POT.T.nwFn RV HnpQPCHnvc
AND pbc TOSS & OTHER FUN THINGS TO DO.
Graybeards slippery Gulch Shooters?

11:29

Graybeards Meeting

2:00

PM

(Graybeards meet the T.owly phr-'e

n.-?e;aM)

pbc meeting- For further Indoctrination and luhr-i na-n.-.r. a-h ri't-y Hall

3:30 PM

pbc Entertainment at Citv Hall

5:30PM

Dinner is served at our Million dollar rolling gourmet Place Chuck Wagon
STeak with all the FIXINS Top notch first Class Steak.
Entertainment by the pbc all Kazoo band.

—--------------------------------- ----------

-------............. - A.M

tCl|C ^ncicnt aiib Honprablc (Drbcr of
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BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER TO HONOR HARVEY GIRLS
AT BARSTOW CLAMPOUT, APRIL 29 - MAY 1
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Saturday,
and on Sunday
morn a Clamper
salute to the shapely
dedicate
usual
lubrication
and ^-tronomical
chili-.nd-be.ns
the wild West along the Santa Fe RR line,
e
California Registered Historical
an official bronte and beautiful state
.tending—but possibly
Und».rk *B92. th.
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one block north of Interstate 15 in Barstow.
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A group
: E Clampus Vitus is at
it again; it wiil dedicate
another California regis
tered historical marker
next Sunday, this time to
commemorate the Har
vey House in Barstow.
: As an organization, E
Clampus Vitus, along
with its fun and pun
times, concentrates on
perpetuating memories
of California’s history.
The Billy Holcomb Chap
ter will officiate at an 11
a.m. ceremony May 1 at
the Mojave River Valley
Museum, Barstow Road
and Virginia Way.
Fred Harvey, the cor
porate father of the Har
vey House, was the Coi.
Harland (Kentucky
Fried Chicken) Sanders
or the Ray (McDonald’s)
Krock of his time.
In 1876, Harvey becme the restaurant and
hotel concessionaire for
the westward reaching
Santa Fe and soon devel
oped a chain of Harvey
Houses that dotted the
right-of-way from Kan
sas, through Colorado,
New Mexico and Arizona
to California.
According to E Clam
pus Vitus historian Phil
Poretta, the first Harvey
House was built in Tope
ka, Kansas. By 1885, the
Atlantic and Pacific RaOroad, which was con
trolled by Santa Fe, was
extended to Mojave, Cal
if.
In November of that
yeu- the Santa Feowned
California Southern Rail

has a long mfemory
Harvey Girls had a
' added, “That movie ‘Har
vey Girls’ was good en tricky way of quickly
tertainment, but there and mysteriously serv
chucic
was not that much sing ing newly arriv^ cus
ing and dancing at the tomers. As soon as dinars
real Harvey Houses.
■ were seated, a girl asked
I each one if he or she pre
“I retired in 1967^ ferred coffee, hot tea,
about 8 years after the iced tea or milk. Soon an
for a 1945 MGM movie,
Harvey Company sold other girl appeared and
but as the attractive
the restaurant to an in magically poured the
young women who
dependent operator.”
correct drinks without
served dinners to hun
asking.
gry passengers on the
Writes
Phil,
“To
re
Atchison, Topeka and
cruit his special charm
The tricl^ was accom
Santa Fe Railway line.
ers, Harvey ran ads in ^ plished by a cup signal.
One of those Harvey eastern and midwestern i The original waitress set
Girls, who will be hon newspapers for ’young it up ^ a cup right side
women, 18 to 30 years of | yp meant coffee, upside
ored next Sunday, is Adage,
of good character, ^' dowu meant hot tea, up
die Park Bassett, who
attractive
and intelli side down and tilted in
has lived in Barstow
gent’.
since she rode the Santa
the saucer meant iced
Fe to California in 1927.
tea, and a cup moved
“The approved appai-|
meant mUlt
In 1933 she married
cants
were
carefully'*
Frank Bassett, a Harvey
chef, who retired in trained, they wore black
’The dedicatory markdresses with white col I er wu financed by the
1954.
lars and aprons and |state Departittent of
“My late sister, Jessie, their hair had to be I Parks and Recr^tion, E
and I were Harvey Girls plainly done with an op- I Clampus Vitus,‘Mojave
in Vaughn, NJd., before tional white ribbon River Valley Museum,
bow.”
coming to California.
San Bemardino!^ County
vMuseum and F^ Har
At the beginning, they
“We started work in
vey Inc. A fevr bricks
Barstow on the (tth of worked 12-hour days, ^from the Harvey House
July and served four but their salary, tips and . will be embedded in the
trains every day at noon. free room and board base.
In Vaughn, we worked were considered good
seven days a week, but benefits. They lived in
at Barstow we got a day dormitories with house
Chuck PaJmetis a Sun
matrons and their social
off.
life was confined to
writer Jfls co/umii
-appears
Sundays in the
chaperoned
Friday
night
“At the beginning I
Living Sectiom i
was making $35 a month dances.
.t
and got my room and
rBarstow’s Harvey
board and uniforms. We
loved our work and we House, Casa del Desierto,
were proud that you was the largest in the
couldn’t beat the food or state and second cddest
the service. We served after Needles’ El Garces,
344 people at a sitting,’’ Phil says. Other smaller
she said in a telephone dining rooms, lunch
conversation last week.
rooms and news stands
followed in other Calif’
With a laugh, she fomla cities.
>

palmoir
road completed its tra
cks from San Bernardi
no northward to meet
the A&P line at Water
man Junction. The fol
lowing year the intersection was renamicd
Barstow in honor of 'Wil
liam Barstow Strong,
president of the Santa
Fe.
Also in 1886, a two^1tory brick and wood com
bination depot-hotel-res
taurant was constructed
for a Harvey House. It
lasted a year before it
burned to the ground
and its replacement like
wise was destroyed by
fire in 1892. Barstow’s
third Harvey House was
reduced to ashes in 1906.
(
The fourth house ytas
opened on Feb. 22, iWl,
as part of a three-build
ing complex, connected
by covered walkways.
The western section |?as
tom down in the l40s.
The middle section pas
been an Amtrak sta^on
house since 1971 andfhe
eastern section, the Har
vey House of old, is^acant and fenced to pevent vandalism.
|
Chapter historian Lo
retta says if you’re&ld
enough, you’ll prob|ply
remember the Harfey
Girls, not just as the ^le

#892 The Harvey House In Barstow
Dedicating a State Historical Landmark
Barstow honors the Harvey GMs (and men)
by Jo Andrewit
Rven in IKQ,^ when this poem was pub
lished, the Harvey legend had become a
part of the expansion history of the Uni
ted States. Fred Harvey opened the first
Harvey restaurant/hotel in 1876 at Top
eka, Kansas, in conjunction with the
Santa Fc Railroad.

‘Harvey Hooms, doni you savvy;
dean acros* the oM Mojave,
On the Santa Fe they've strung ’em
like a siring of Indian beads.
We an cooMnY eat without ’em
but the sNckesI thing about >m
Is the Harvey sUits
that hustle up the feeds.”
One hundred and seven years later in the windy, desert California community of
Barstow. a brass plaque is embedded in a granite monument dedicated to Harvey^ ideal
restaurant -excellent food with excellent service.
May 1, 198.1, was an exciting day for many former Harvey employees in Barstow—a
day to relive experiences.
^ Clarence Crooks, Orville 1 ewis, Frank Dillard and Donald Pattlion^fonner Hirvey
men" worked for Harvey and/or Santa Fe with food service. Pattison managed the
restaurant from tlw spring of 1958 until May, 1968. Lewis, Dillard, and Crooks worked
for Harvey in earlier yeari. They swept floors and made and sold ice creatnamona many
other chfires.
The “girls" also lememhered ihelr past experiences,
Yvonne Flores recalled that she was among 25 girts brought over from the Navajo
Reservation to meet and feed the troop trains during World War II. “It was a wonderful
to work fora girl away from home. Why. we even got 125 a month and room and
Julia Walters laughed. “I came to Barstow the 31st of May. The bitds were singing.
Bowers were blooming, and I’d left snow in Chicago. This was heaven, I thought. Then in
July and August... I changed my mind."
Schmittjm a head waitraas^;i^ J|^
rar
before ■,1k- whs brought to Barstow to be head waitress. She chuckled at the memory of
working the Bright Angel Ixxige at the Grand Canyon in the summer of 1936.
There were a lot of tourists from here and other countries. We called them "dudes."
They d take the mule ride down to the floor of the canyon and come back walking
bow-legged and so sore,"
"Barstow was a very small community and the Harvey House was THE posh eating
place for the townsfolk. The restaurant worked three shifts—right around the clock—and
fed the railroad men, too." It was here that she met "a handsome, curly-haired man who
looked like Robert Taylor" and married him in 1939.

llirvay Housas ware legandarv In the Watorv of waitam nH IrwaL OparHad by Fred Harvey bi
canjundlon with the 8mU Fa Hallway, the nalwirt o( raaliuranHinlah lal a new abaidaril In
quality meal sarvica Birabmr’a Spanish-Moarlsh “Casa dal Oaalarta’ opened In 1911 and ctaad
In 1971.» was ragliiarad aa one of the laat and Rnaat remaining exmplaa o( the waafa iamaw
PAae aa
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1911 ai^ c osed m 1971. Dunng Rose SchmittY tenure, the dhdflgnwin seated about 110
had a lunch counter, too. They fed one train after another, genmtiY JOU per train in
the summer months. There were no dining cars on the trains. The conductor would get
each passenger'll order and h would be called ahead to the nett
The Harvey Girl’s uniforms are readily recognirable In the winter, thewaffliWsa^wpre
black skirts, black blouses with black bow lies..aiid while bib aprons. 1 his changed in TO
Tr*ff*"*y*°’**^‘^*'*‘^**°^^*^
head Waitresitea Wdid im«aiHhHa tmiform

“

hairnet.
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E Oauipai VNws
The E Clampus Vitos js an historical service organization with a long aibl baMWME
record. They have been extremely active in bringing historical aittttaHMliHilinltioii^
the publicand workingfor their presetvation. (TSfdwirpMfeSirS^^
landmark plaques authorized by the State Hiworieal Cofnmistion. Not only do E
Clampus Vitus members work to see that historic sites are not deatnyad, they bear a huge
^rtion of the financial cost of the very expensive plaquMr-they cost about II ,000 each
They do a great service for the citizens of the Mala of Califomiaawd arewioctly unsung
about their contributions of time, effort, and money
Harvey Houw Marker
il
Chapter of E Clainpw Vltui along svilh the Mojave River
VaUey Museum Association, the San Bernardino County Museum Association and Fred
Harrey, Incorporated (an Amfac company) who sponsored the historieal marker honor
ing the Barstow Harvey House.
Phil Porretta, Billy Hoicomb^ClMflflr liisioiiaii, wrote the informatrve historical
^klet tiaangUw auaMHMSmg to the building of the Harvey House now called Casa
del Deslerto.
The rnarker it on the grounds of the Mojave River Valley Mutaiiffl. Uttfortuiiately. the
future of Casa del Deslerto, owned by Sante Fe Railroad, it uncertain. Rather than place
a plaque at the House that might possibly be destroyed, h was decided to erect it at the
Museum where it will stand undisturbed.
The splendid Casa del Deslerto is of Spanilh-Moorith design, which was in vogue at
the turn of the century. It is still standing and a drive to the Santa Fb Depot to tee it is
worthwhile, Francis Wilson was the architect Hit work reflects the style of Mary E, J.
Coulter, a reknown architect. The remaining two-story buildings are of red cinder block
wth concrete pillars with mosaic tile on the towers. The roof is covered with red clay tile’
The use of arches is especially attractive.
Gordon Siricicr Lx the current president of the 200 member Mojave River VaDey
Museum. He and his wife Donna have personally arranged some of the displays in the
museum. They are amateur field archeologists and have worked with world reknown Dr.
I^ky, senior. Many of Barstow’^ citizens take an active part in preserving the history of
their region which is rich in archeological, architectural and historical sites.
Pat Keeling, Mohave River Valley Museum Board Member, was the Program
Chairman for the event. It was she who gathered together the former Harvey Girls (and
men) and arranged the historical program presented by Germaine Moon, Mohave River
VaUcy Museum's historicaJ researcher.
The dedication of the historical landmark marker in May revived memories for
tlte speaal people who have been called Harvey Girls and who are part of California
history in the making.
CALIFORNIA TRAVELIN/BaplamlMr 1M3

What sayeth the
Brethren

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER
E CLAMPUS VITUS
Fall 1983 Clampout

POCHEA INDIAN VILLAGE SITE
Pochea was one of a cluster of Indian villages forming the very
large settlement of Pahsimah, which extended along the ridge
east and west of Ramona Bowl. Pahsimah was thriving when the
Spanish first passed by in 1774. A tragic story tells of the natives
contracting smallpox from Europeans, a terrible epidemic
spreading, and some survivors fleeing to the area of the present
^boba Reservation.

California Registered Historical Landnaark No. 104
Plaque placed by the State Department of Parks and Recreation
in cooperation with San Jacinto Valley Museum, Hemet Area
Museum Association, Ramona Pageant Association, and Billy
Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus.

October 2, 1983
\_________________________ ________ ____________________ _______/

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

Dedication of Historical Marker for
Pochea Indian Village Site

E CLAMPUS VITUS

California Registered Historical Landmark No. 104
at Ramona Bowl, Hemet, California
October 2, 1983

RAMONA BOWL INDIAN VILLAGE SITE
Sponsors of the Pochea Indian Village Site historical marker:
Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus
Hemet Area Museum Association
Ramona Pageant Association
San Jacinto Valley Museum Association
Special thanks to:
Dave Myers, Billy Holcomb Chapter Noble Grand Humbug
Bill Jennings, Hemet Area Museum Association president
Willie Ryan, Ramona Pageant Board of Directors chairman
Betty Jo Dunham, San Jacinto Valley Museum Assoc, president
William EHigan, San Jacinto Valley Museum curator
Irish Robertson and the clamplaque construction crew
William Rose, Ramona Pageant Assoc, general manager
Glenn Hearrell, Billy Holcomb Chapter clampsite selector
Historical research assistants:
Chris White 6i John Burleigh, Billy Holcomb Chapter
Ron Miller, Billy Holcomb Chapter graybeard & historical
advisor
Larry Burgess Smiley Library (Redlands) archivist
Arda Haenszel, author/historian (San Bernardino)
Opal Kissinger, Anaheim Library Mother Colony Room
curator
Rebecca Langenwalter University of Califomia'Riverside
(UCR) Archaeological Research Unit (ARU) researcher
Harry Lawton, author/UCR Dept, of Natural History adminis
trator
Dan McCarthy, UCR ARU information officer
Joan Oxendine, UCR ARU staff archaeologist
Tom Patterson, author/historian (Riverside)
William Pink, Native American Heritage Commission
(Sacramento)
Kathy Saubel, Malki Museum (Banning) Cahuilla lore specialist
Ernie Selgado, Cahuilla Education Center (San Jacinto) staff
Gerald Smith, San Bernardino County Museum Assoc, director
Jim Swenson, UCR ARU director of Bowl area excavation
Clarence Swift, Hemet city historian
Margo Tracy, Bowl area artifact expert
Text written by Phil Porretta, Billy Holcomb Chapter historian

Many scholars theorize that about 2(XX) years ago aboriginals from
the Nevada-Utah Great Basin entered California via the Owens Val
ley. It is easy to suppose that the wanderers spread into southern Cali
fornia and into the pleasant San Jacinto Valley. As groups split off in
California, their languages diverged from their common Shoshonean
branch of the Uto-Aztecan linguistic family.
Seven large Indian settlements were established in the San Jacinto Val
ley area. Indian tradition has it that the first settlement was Ivah (pro
nounced hEe-vah), located near Gilman Hot Springs. Other settle
ments followed, each established near a good source of water. The
largest of the seven villages was Pahsimah, which stretched for six
miles from Big Springs on the west to Bautista Creek on the east. Now
situated in this area just south of Hemet is the Ramona Bowl, a 6000seat amphitheater. The other setdements were: Soboba, near Soboba
Hot Springs; Jusispah (also called Huachippah), near the artesian
wells where the town of San Jacinto now stands; Corova, in Castile
Canyon, northeast of Hemet; Ararah, in Webster’s Canyon, north of
Valle Vista and on the old road to Idyllwild; and Serrano, a somewhat
smaller settlement, near Eden Hot Springs.
The first six settlements listed probably were established by ancestors
of the present Mountain Cahuilla Indians. Serrano Indians established
the seventh.
Soboba means a warm place; Corova means a cool place. Ruby Mo
desto, a Desert Cahuilla, translated Pahsitnah as a Cahuilla place name
meaning "where it is pressed down.” Perhaps the many grinding
stones found in that area indicate what was "pressed down.” Or it
may refer to the topography of the area—Pahsitnah spread along the
north slope of the Santa Rosa Hills.
The San Jacinto Valley has been near the border between Cahuilla and
Luiseno tribal territories with Serrano territory not far away. This accoimts for the facts that many sources classify the valley as Luiseno
land while others classify it as Cahuilla land and many sources indi
cate Serrano influence in the valley. The Indian place names there are
generally thought to be of the Cahuilla tongue. It is suggested that the
valley usually has been Cahuilla territory.
The first recorded non-Indian to enter the San Jacinto Valley was Juan
Bautista de Anza. He led the first Spanish expedition to find an over-
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land route from Mexico to California. On March 18, 1774, he de
scended Bautista Canyon (undoubtedly named for him) and entered
the valley near Valle Vista, just east of Hemet.
Anza named the valley San Joseph and described it as "broad and
most beautiful (with) a good-sized river (ed.—the San Jacinto River)
on whose banks are large and shady groves...All its plain is full of fer
tile pastures and other vegetation, useful for the raising of cattle (and)
good crops.” In the valley he encountered some shy Indian women:
"we saw some heathen women, but they did not wish to come near us,
although they were coaxed.”
The next day Anza headed northwest across the valley. He noted in his
diary: "Today several heathen came to us here and along the road
which we traveled, talking with us now with greater freedom than
those farther back, but as soon as they were given presents they left us.
There is nothing particularly noteworthy about them, for in every
thing they are similar to those last seen...I have not seen very many of
them, but it is evident from their tracks and their dwellings that (the
area) is thickly inhabited by them.” At that time, Pahsitnah was possi
bly at the height of its prosperity.
Anza again entered San Jacinto Valley from Bautista Canyon on his
next expedition, for the founding of San Francisco. Padre Pedro Font
was chaplain of the exp>edition. Font wrote in his diary entry for De
cember 29, 1775, that in Bautista Canyon he saw "some abandoned
little huts. Before we halted a few Indians who were camped on the
banks of the river, armed with their bows and arrows, permitted
themselves to be seen at a distance, but they did not wish to come near
us although we called them. These Indians are of the Jeniguechi tribe
and are very similar in ail respects to the Jecuiches of the mountains.”
Today both these tribes would be classified as Mountain Cahuilla.
Font described San Jacinto Valley as "very large and beautiful. Its
lands are very good and moist, so that although this was winter we saw
the grass sprouting almost everywhere in the valley.”
Contact with the Spanish was to be a curse to the valley Indians. The
new culture presented laws which reduced their status and diseases
which reduced their population.
In 1881 Helen Hunt Jackson wrote a scholarly report. A CENTURY
OF DISHONOR, which exposed the harsh legal treatment of Ameri
can Indians. In 1884 she wrote an historical novel, RAMONA, which
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depicted the sad plight of southern California Indians. The novel cap
tured the attention of the American public and helpjed the Indian
cause. In 1923 the annual spring enactment of RAMONA began at
Ramona Bowl.
During the 1920s and 1930s DeWitt Hutchings of Riverside pro
moted attractions of the Riverside area. He wrote tourist-directed
booklets about Mount Rubidoux and the Mission Inn. He was the
son-in-law of Frank Miller, then owner of the Mission Inn. Hutchings
wrote that the settlement of Pahsimah consisted of a cluster of seven
villages and that Pochea was located about 7/10 of a mile east of Ra
mona Bowl and on the property of "Captain S. C. Hoffman” (ed.—
the S. is for Samuel) on Crest Drive in Hemet.
In 1932 Hutchings submitted an application to register the Pochea
site as a state landmark. It seems likely that he did this as a promotion
for the RAMONA outdoor play. RAMONA advertisements in the
1930s often stressed that many Indian artifacts could be viewed in
their native settings near the Bowl.
In 1933 a 9-member state committee approved the Hutchings appli
cation and the Pochea site became California Registered Historical
Landmark #104. It is interesting to note that Hutchings himself was
a member of the approval committee. Another member was Herbert
Bolton, the famous historian, author, and professor at the University
of California at Berkeley. Another member was Carl Wheat, a leader
in the revitalization of the previously inactive E Clampus Vitus organ
ization in the early 1930s. Without Wheat’s efforts our beloved ECV
may have died out completely.
In 1934 John Harrington, an outstanding ethnologist associated with
the Smithsonian Institution, studied the Hemet area. He recorded the
place name "Putsheeya” as being about Vi mile east of Hutchings*
"Pochea.” It is tempting to equate the two place names.
Harrington recorded perhaps six of Hutchings’ seven villages of Pah
sitnah: Putsheeya, Quaava, Pitshaa’av, Shee’eng, Hawiisha, and Shovo’may. Quaava was identified as being near Big Springs just west of
the Bowl. The place name Pahsitnah was known as early as 1912 be
cause it was then recorded on page 236 of Elmer Holmes’ HISTORY
OF RIVERSIDE COUNTY.
The information used by Hutchings in 1932 was "Lusinio Lugo,
medicine man of the Cahuillas, living at Cahuilla (ed.—about 25
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miles southeast of Hemet).” Harrington’s informants in 1934 were
Vicente and Luisa Lugo of Soboba. In the Hemet News of April 15,
1932, an article reported that "Leonicio Lugo of Cahuilla” had a let
ter written by Helen Hunt Jackson in 1883. "Lugo” is a Cahuilla sur
name as is "Lubo” (the "real” Ramona was Ramona Lubo). Both sur
names probably stem from the Cahuilla "Wolf” clan as corruptions
of the Spanish word for wolf: "Lobo.”
Lusinio Lugo translated "Pochea” as .meaning "Where the Rabbit
went in.” Kathy Saubel, Cahuilla expert of the MalkfMuseum, could
offer no translation. William Pink, an Indian who grew up in the
Hemet area, doubted the Lugo translation but could offer no other.
Clarence Swift, Hemet city historian, suggested that Pochea itself was
a clan name.
Hutchings reported that Lusinio Lugo indicated that Pochea "was a
thriving village of the Sabobas (sic) when the Spaniards came.” It
seems reasonable that the San Jacinto Valley natives were prosperous
in the late 1700s. Howerver, William Pink thought it inaccurate to la
bel the Pochea inhabitants at that time as Sobobas. He suggested that
they were ancestors of the present Mountain Cahuillas.
Hutchings reported that from Pochea "Some 400 of the men were
persuaded to go and live at Mission San Juan Capistrano during the
time of its building. Many contracted measles from the Spanish and
gave it to their home people. The scourage (sic) took a terrible toll in
the tribe and the few survivors fled across the San Jacinto River and
never again have the Sabobas (sic) been willing to live at the old home,
which they regard as the cemetary (sic) of their finest stock.”
Analysis of the Hutchings report reveals that 400 would be an incredi
bly large number of men from Pochea. The entire settlement of Pahsitnah, agreed by all sources to be very large, may have had a popula
tion of 300. The entire Cahuilla population at that time may have
been between 3,000 and 10,000. Their territory extended across a
wide corridor from Riverside to the Salton Sea.
The next consideration is that of any Indians from the San Jacinto
Valley area going to Mission San Juan Capistrano during the time of
its building. Harry Lawton, an author deeply involved in Riverside
County history, researched the matter, including investigating mis
sion records. He could find nothing to substantiate the theory that
valley Indians went to the mission. But this still remains a possibility
although Cahuillas generally were not missionized.
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The story of an epidemic does seem highly probable. California mis
sion Indians experienced severe measles epidemics in 1806 and 1827.
Mission San Juan Capistrano was founded in 1776 but the actual con
struction went on from 1796 until 1806. There was an alarming out
break of smallpox in 1833, a severe smallpox epidemic in 1837, and a
very severe smallpox epidemic during the winter of 1862-63. Both
measles and smallpox were white men’s diseases to which Indians had
little immunity.
Many sources specify that the 1863 smallpox epidemic caused Pahsitnah to be finally abandoned as an established settlement site. How
ever, Pahsitnah may have also experienced the 1806 measles epidem
ic.
Clarence Swift affirmed that the Sobobas had a tradition about avoid
ing the Pahsimah site. This tends to confirm the story of an epidemic
there.
The Hemet News of March 24, 1933, reported that Eva Percival ad
dressed the Valle Vista PTA to review the interesting speakers on the
Indian landmarks of the area. The November 13, 1925, Hemet News
reported that Mrs. Percival, head of the History & Landmarks section
of the Hemet Woman’s Club, discussed her archaeological survey of
the Pahsimah site. She had found a rock about 15 by 20 feet in size
with 34 metate holes in it.
This metate rock may be the same rock in the photos included in Hut
chings’ 1932 registration application. Hutchings described the rock:
"One rock there (ed.—on the Hoffman ranch, east of the Bowl) has
over forty metates (see photos). Near this rock is another with many
pictographs... . The metate rocks (on the Hoffman property) mark
the village site... It would be difficult to find a rock containing a finer
display of metates than this boulder on the Hoffman property shown
in the photo attached.”
Local expert Margo Tracy found a metate rock which matches the
rock in Hutchings’ photos. A pictograph rock is nearby. But her find
is west of the Bowl, not east. No such feature is known to be east of the
Bowl. This identification was confirmed by a study team from the
University of Califomia-Riverside (UCR).
The San Jacinto Valley Register 1939 issue of Echoes from Ramonalarul
described the Pahsimah site as containing "hundreds of mortar, a
bathing pool, ceremonial rocks, and a few pictographs.”

In 1951 Dr. Hal Eberhart recorded archaeological survey data about
the Pahsitnah site at Big Springs Ranch, Vi mile west of Ramona Bowl.

gives credibility to the tradition of an epidemic causing the abandon
ment and of the taboo of returning to the site.

Site survey notes for the Ramona Bowl area are on file with the Ar
chaeological Research Unit (ARU) at UCR. The relevant site mem
bers are CA-RIV-102, CA-RIV-119, CA-RIV-123, and CA-RIV732.

An archaeological-historical resources assessment of land near Ra
mona Bowl was written by Dr. Joseph Hearn of SBCMA. His report
of February 8,1978, states that his project site was part of a large com
plex of food processing, habitation, and ceremonial sites used by
aboriginal hunters and gatherers for about 1000 years.

At San Bernardino County Museum, site survey notes for the Bowl
area are filed under sites SBCM 18, SBCM 537, SBCM 552, and
SBCM 844.
A site survey recorded in August 1960 by Lorna & Vernon Watkins,
a brother and sister investigation team, pin-points many metates, a
shelter cave, and a marked boulder near the Bowl. Arda Haenszel’s
site survey of May 1965 reports findings similar to those of the Wat
kins’. The cave is mentioned in the California Caver issue ofJune-July
1950. Another similar site survey was recorded by Dorothy Cowper
on February 27, 1971.
Dr. Gerald Smith, current Executive Director of the San Bernardino
County Museum Association (SBCMA), explored the site in 1938.
He returned and on a site survey of November 13, 1971, reported
another shelter cave near Ramona Bowl. His field visit to the cave was
reported in the SBCMA Newsletter of December 1971. The cave was
later deeded to SBCMA by the owners, Orson and Nellie Lomaugh.
Violet Tapper and Nellie compiled THE FRIENDLIEST VALLEY;
MEMORIES OF THE HEMET-SAN JACINTO AREA, an anthology
of remembrances by valley old-timers.
Near Ramona Bowl, from July to December 1977, Jim Swenson di
rected a study team of UCR ARU. Their test excavations exposed an
aboriginal midden (trash deposit) over one meter in depth. Swenson
referred to Pahsitnah as one of the largest village complexes in aborigi
nal southern California. Nelson Leonard and an ARU crew con
ducted an archaeological evaluation of a project area near the Bowl.
They reported numerous archaeological remains. Because of the lack
of 19th and 20th Century Indian artifacts found in the Bowl area, they
suggest that the natives abandoned the site soon after contact with the
Spanish.

A site survey recorded in July 1978 by Dan McCarthy for Joan Oxendine is expanded upon in an Environmental Impact report dated
October 1978 and co-authored by Oxendine and William Pink. This
report refers to Pahsitnah as "an extensive village” and "a significant
archaeological site.”
The Ramona Bowl area has been rich in surface artifacts. Good pri
vate collections have been made by Margo Tracy, Harland Garbani,
and Charles Van Fleet. In the Hemet News Golden Anniversary Edi
tion of 1943, a photo shows the local collection of Fred Franklin, Jr.
His collection was acclaimed as one of the finest amateur displays in
southern California by Southwest Museum heads.
The Southwest Museum in Los Angeles is an excellent Indian
museum. The Malki Museum, on a Cahuilla reservation near Ban
ning, specializes in Cahuilla material. The San Bernardino County and
San Jacinto Valley museums have good Indian exhibits. A fine labeled
coUection of Bowl area artifacts is in the UCR ARU trailer.
In 1950, to help celebrate the California statehood Centennial, a state
marker was placed at Ramona Bowl. The marker commemorated the
site of the dramatization of the historical novel RAMONA, although
the Bowl itself was, and is, unregistered as a California landmark.
Now, finally a state marker has been placed to give specific recogni
tion to the nearby Indian settlement, its rich archaeological legacy,
and sad but typical story of New World Indians literally exterminated
due to Old World contact. Let us salute Pochea Indian Village Site,
California Registered Historical Landmark #104.

An important ceremonial object was uncovered at the site by Becky
Langenwalter of the ARU study team. Such an item left at the site
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BY ORDER OF THE GRAYBEARDS
UNOFFICAL OFFICAL CLAMPROCLAMATION

FALL CLAMPOUT
SEPT. 30, Oct, 1, & 2 1983
HEMET
THE NOBLE GRAND HUMBUG, THE RIGHT HONORABLE DAVE MYERS HEREBY PROCLAIMS, ANNOUNCE,
IMPRECATE, & OTHER WISE SPREAD THE GLORIOUS CLAMPROCLAMATION:
TO WIT:

Grab your RED SHIRT & BLACK HAT, & unhitch yer burro and make tracks to a
fabulous weekender clcimpout in Romona country. Attidtude adjustment be
gins Friday evening, September 30, 1983, with chili con came (hot & extra
hot). Hearty breakfast on Saturday and Sunday f)lus a luxury dinner Saturday
--- Con mucha cerveza y cold — all fer the low low discount rub'of $30
per member and $40 per PBC. Send yer gold dufet to Larry "The Impecunious"
Wright, 12415 Waterloo drive, chino, ca 91710.
Bring yer own grub utensils.
Dart and hourseshoe gcimes on Saturday fer surprising prizes. A Clampfireside historical talk Saturday night fer yer entertainment. On Sunday at
11 AM will be a plaque dedication fer California Restistered Historical
Landmark #104, the Pochea Archaeological Site.
The Plaquewill commenmorate a very large Indian settlement which spread out
among the hills where the Ramona Bowl (home of the outstanding Historical
outdoor play set in old California) is now situated.
The Indian settlement
wa§ wiped out by an epidemic of smallpox, a Whitemans diesease. Many ex
cellent artifacts have been unearthed at the site by University of California-Riverside researchers.
The clampsite is on a private ranch in the live-oak-studded hills south
of Hemet. The clampsite may be reached by following Riverside County
Route R3 (that's State Street in Hemet) south from State Highway 74(that's
Florida Avenue in Hemet) for'9.4 milefe. At this "point on the west side of R3
is a sign which states, "Bulldozer for Hire" painted on a large yellow
'dozer blade. Right there turn west onto a dirt road and in 300 yards you
are there!

Where as: Reafirmation of the Rules:
1.
2.
3.
4.

No Guns, Firearms, Shotguns, Rifles, Ect.
No. Explosives of any type
No Fireworks
Tell your PBC about these rules.
So Recorded
Nbble Grand

Map by Noble Grand Clampeartographer Porretta

//
Recorder

PRECIAM^ SCHEDULE, CIAMP5CHUDULE AND RANDOM PBC RULES, ECT. & OTHER IMPORTANT STUFF.

■Sept' 7thl983

Sept 201h.

1083

Preclan^^out

SEPT 30v, 1^83
6:00PM

6:01

Month meeting at Brighams resturant. Last chance Planning & get it
together for Sring Cl^pout.

Paperwork and Clampfees are due at God Dust Receiver, Larry Wright
residence. If your are late, add 5 bucks and call Larry at (714)
628-4622 .
Please explain to yer pbc exactyly what he is ecpected to do at the
Clampout.
For your assistance , a few rules are detailed later.
Beer and Chili Feed-- kickoff to the Officical, Unofficial Doings
Chili Bean served until there ^u^e no more.

6:02PN

Explainstion of this honorable
tradiation by the Rev Bill
The Humbug's Slippery7.Gluch hour & Attitude Adjustment Hour at Humbug
Myers Humble Abode. All Brothers S pbc's are encouraged to stop by
and have their attitiude adjusted, by the HUMBUG.

7:00

Unoffical Clampfire & pbc lubrication. Bring your KY Jelly

ON ARRIVAL
_________

ALL PBCS Must find the HANGMAN, TERRY THE TERRIBLE RHIND FOR CHECK-IN
assignments, rules, etc.

/OCT.

Errrrection of the FFFFFarting Post —

1

1983

Saturday
7:00,A M

Breakfast at 7:00AM The first of Clampchef Badero's Gourment
Gastronmical creations of the weekend. Better get there before 7:59
or take yer chances.

8:30 AM

pbc meeting with the Hangman at City Hall.

8:45 AM

Sign Ups Start for the Clamper Olympic Games, See Clamper "Can get
the Wrinkles Out Hopwood".
CUTOFF -TIME Arrival time for PBC’s. First and Probably Final Cutoff
time for pbc check in with the Hangman.

9:30AM

10:00AM
10:01

CLAMPEROLYMPIC GAMES BEGIN, pbc Parade,BEER CHUG, FOLLOWED BY HORSESHOES
AND pbc TOSS & OTHER FUN THINGS TO DO.
Graybeards slippery Gulch Shooters?

11:29

Graybeards Meeting

2:00

PM

(Graybeards meet the Lowly pbc's at 11:35AM)

pbc meeting- For further Indoctrination and lubrication at City Hall

3:30 PH

pbc Entertainment at City Hall

5:30PM

Dinner is served at our Million dollar rolling gourmet Place Chuck Wagon
STeak with all the FIXINS Top notch first Class Steak.

&

initiation

Entertainment by the pbc all Kazoo band.

Of

PBC into the Order

SUNDAY. nCT. 2, 1983
6:00AM PBC'S up A at them for Clean UP & to man the cooktrailer for
Sundays breakfast,
7:00AM Sunday Breakfast with all the Fixlnqs.
10:00 AM Clean Up the Camp Everybody helps out.
11:00 AM Plaque Dedication at Ramona Bowl (Just inside the Entrance)
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The arrival of

.Spanish brpught tragedy to the Indians

who lived in the wide area from Riverside to the
Salton Sea? It’s a matter historians have discussed
for more than a century.
chuck
It’s known that smallpox and measles took a terri
And, because the Ramona Pageant is performed
palmer
ble toU in the first half of the 19th century. Devastat
in Hemet each year, the love story of the Indian
ing outbreaks of disease occurred among the Indians
maiden and her lover, Alessandro, has claimed the
five times between 1806 and 1863.
attention of 20th century Americans far removed
nah
spreads
along
the
northern
slope
of
the
Santa
|
Some of the Indians may have been persuaded to
from the pretty San Jacinto Valley in Riverside
Rosa
Hills.
mojve
to Mission San Juan Capistrano during its conCounty.
str(iction
from 1796 to 1806, or later.
History tells us the first recorded non-Indian to
The 6,000-seat Hemet bowl is used in the spring
Hutchings reported that surviving Indians fled
for the outdoor pageant and in the summer for con enter San Jacinto Valley was Juan Bautista de Anza,
leading
the
first
Spanish
expedition
to
find
an
over
certs. This year, a fall event also will focus attention
land route from Mexico to California. On March 18,
on the picturesque site.
1774, he descended a canyon later named Bautista
At 11 a.m., Oct. 2, on the occasion of its Fall Clam- and entered the valley near VaUe Vista, east of He
pout, Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus will met.
dedicate a historical marker at the Pochea Indian
Anza named the valley for St. Joseph and express
Village Site near the amphitheater, according to my ed his delight in the broad river (San Jacinto), the
correspondent Phil Poretta, who says everyone is fertile plains, shady groves and some shy Indian
invited.
women.
Phil is the historian for the Holcomb chapter of
“We saw some heathen women, but they did not
the California organization that gathers for fun and wish to come near us, although they were coaxed,”
to commemorate the past of our Golden State in a he wrote.
special way.
A year later he was back in the valley again, this
Registered as California Historical Landmark No. time with Padre Pedro Font who wrote that the Indi
104, the site is described on the marker as follows:
ans, still reticent to approach the Spaniards, were
members of the Jeniguechi tribe and found them
“Pochea was one of a cluster of Indian villages “very similar in all respects to the Jecuiches of the
forming the very large settlement of Pahsitnah,
which extended along the ridge east and west of mountains.*'
Ramona Bowl. The settlement was thriving when the
The arrival of the Spanish was to become a curse
to the Indians. The new culture passed laws that
Spanish first passed by in 1774.
reduced their status and brought diseases that re
“A tragic story tells of the natives contracting duced their population.
smallpox from Europeans, a terrible epidemic
Three years before she wrote “Ramona,” Jackson
spreading and some survivors fleeing to the area of
published a scholarly paper exposing the harsh legal
the present Soboba reservation.”
treatment of American Indians. Her historical novel,
Phil sent me a copy of the text he wrote for the however, is the work that most help^ their cause. It
occasion and it proves to be an interesting account resulted in the pageant that was first produced in
of how aboriginals are thought to have migrated 1923.
from the Nevada-Utah great basin into Southern Cal
In the ’20s, DeWitt Hutchings of Riverside wrote
ifornia.
tourist booklets about Riverside County attractions
Seven large settlements were estabished in the and in one he located Pochea seven-tenths of a mile
San Jacinto Valley area, he wrote, the largest of east of Ramona Bowl on Capt. S.C. Hoffman’s prop
which was Pahsitnah. It stretched for seven miles erty.
from Big Springs to Bautista Creek.
In 1933, a state committee approved Hutchings’
The name, according to one Cahuilla Indian application to establish the spot as historical site No.
104. The newly made plaque, instaUed Sept. 10 by
source, meant “where it was pressed down.”
Billy Holcomb Chapter volunteers, will permanently
Phil suggests that the many grinding stones mark that spot.
found in the area may indicate what was press^
What happened to the 3,000 to 10,000 Cahuillas
down. Or it may refer to the topography — Pahsit- •
The story of Ramona, romanticized by author He
len Hunt Jackson in the 19th century, was well
known among readers of her time.
,

across the San Jacinto River to the Soboba area or to
the mountains and never returned, unwilling to live
at the old home they regarded as the cemetery of
their finest stock.
To learn more about San Jacinto Valley, Cahuilla
Indians, Pahsitnah and Pochea, drive to Ramona
Bowl next Sunday morning. The trip will be pleasant
and worthwhile.

Chuck Palmer is a Sun staff writer. His column
appears on Sunday in the Living Section.

A slow, steady burn is
better than a flare-up
By JACKIE RICHARD
Sun Staff Writer

ask ifs onything

We are thinking of buying a special
fireplace grate which wonld allow ns to
bom rolled newspapers. We’ve heard pros
and cons about using paper for fuel and
don’t want to create any conditions that
might lead to a chimney fire. Can yon
advise ns?
— Barbara Cambroto, Wrightwood

Quilts containing wool batting should
also be dry cleaned because oils from
the wool can penetrate fabric and
cause spots or stains.
Quilts made of cotton fabric and
cotton batting can be carefully hand
washed in cool water. Dunham recom
mends a special detergent called En-
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SEEK THE HIGHEST IDEALS IN MUSIC
AND IN MUSIC INSTRUCTION

Thu San tarnordino
Branch of...

,V,

The Musif Teachers
Assoc, of dlifornia, Inc.
(fMndid 1897)

Tho followinf arf among accreditad
mambors of thf Son Bernardino Branch:
Bett
13
Ap
(619) 247-7973
Ann Moore
7169 Canyon Rd.
San Bernardino 92404
889-8473
Barbara O’Donnell
3897 Golden Ave.
San Bernardino 92404
883-2774
R. Pugao Rivera
25912 Hinckley
Lome Linda 92354
796-6117
Brigitta Steldl
5603 Sycamore
Rialto 92376
874-2615
Louise Stiles Ware
1125 E 40th St.
San Bernardino 92404
882-0743
Audrey J. Wedul
27771 Rainbow Lane
Highland 92346
864-3829

PROVISIONAL

Glenna A, Huntley
6140 McKinley
San Bernardino 92404
889-7620

VOICE

Karen Burnett
236 N. Magnolia
Rialto 92376
875-7937
Ann Moore
7169 Canyon Rd.
San Bernardino 92404
889-8473
Gwendolyn Roberts
1898 Genevieve St.
San Bernardino 92405
883-7671
Everton Stidham
427 Magnolia
San Bernardino 92405
884-7077
92324

^
or volunteer
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Cali: (714)
884-2897
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BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER
E CLAMPUS VITUS

Spring 1984 Clampout

SODA SPRINGS
ZZYZX MINEPJIL SPRINGS
IN 1860 THE U.S. ARMY ESTABLISHED AN OUTPOST AT
SODA SPRINGS TO PROTECT GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES FROM
INDIANS.
LATER, MINERS PROCESSED THE ADJACENT LAKE
MINERALS.
IN 1906 THE TONOPAH & TIDEWATER RAILROAD
ARRIVED.
IN 1944 DR. CURTIS H. SPRINGER ESTABLISHED
A HEALTH RESORT AT THE OUTPOST SITE, WHICH HE RENAMED
ZZYZX MINERAL SPRINGS.
Plaque placed by BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER OF THE
ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER of E CLAMPUS VITUS
in cooperation with FRIENDS OF THE MOJAVE ROAD and
BUREAU of LAND MANAGEMENT.

May 6, 1984

Dedication of Historical Marker for
Soda Springs — Zzyzx Mineral Springs
Historical Site
Ten Miles Southwest of
Baker, California

Sponsors of the Soda Springs historical marker:
Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus
Friends of the Mojave Road
Billy Holcomb Chapter historical site scouts:
John Buleigh
Bill Collett
Ron nibble
Jim McMullen
Mel McMullen
Bill Pearson
Phil Porretta
Ed Rezes
Frank Sepulveda
George Spooner
Historical advisors:
Dennis Casebier, author of "Gudie to the Mojave Road"
Anne Duffield, author of "A Short History of Soda Springs"

Acknowledgments:
Dennis Casebier, FRIENDS OF THE MOJAVE ROAD, chairman
Bill Pearson, BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER, Noble Grand humbug
Irish Robertson, BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER marker builder
Gabe Lopes, BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER plaque currier
Alan Romspert, DESERT STUDIES coordinator (CSU, Fullerton)
Alden Sievers, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT area manager (Barstow)
Tim Smith, Buerau of Land Management
Curtis Springer, DR. CURTIS HOWE SPRINGER FOUNDATION director
(Las Vegas, Nev.)
Text written by Phil Porretta.
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Located in Chemehuevi Indian territory. Soda Springs was used by
Mohave Indians as a water stop on their journeys to the southern
California coast.

The home territory of the Mohave tribe long has

been along the Colorado River near the present city of Needles.

A

thousand years ago they traveled to trade their home-grown crops for
attractive seashells of coastal Indians.

The Mohave routes across

the intervening Mojave Desert were determined largely by locations
with drinkable water.

Soda Springs was such a site.

Its flowing

springs were long its main attraction.
Using Indian pathways, in 1776 Spanish missionary-explorer
Padre Francisco Garces became the first recorded non-Indian to cross
the Mojave Desert.

Also following Indian routes, in 1826 trapper

Jedediah Smith became the first American to cross the Mojave and
the first American to enter California by an overland route.

Both

first crossed in an east-to-west direction.
The Indian transdesert routes became known as the Mojave Trail.
When crossing the western half of the Mojave Desert, the Indians
usually followed the Mojave River.

The intermittent, above-ground

under-ground, nature of the river prompted Smith to call it Incon
stant River.

Its source is in the San Bernardino Mountains where

it drains the current Silverwood Lake-Lake Arrowhead area.

Its dry

termination is a final sink into Mojave sands usually just south or
east of Soda Springs.
Soda Springs received its name from an 1854 railroad survey
report by Lt. Amiel Whipple.

He applied the name "Soda

to the dry

lake adjacent to Soda Springs because, as he reported, the lake bed
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was "covered with efflorescent salts, probably sulphate of soda."
The "Soda" name was later applied to the springs as well.
In April 1859 the U.S. Army established Fort Mojave on the
Arizona side of the Colorado River about 15 miles north of the
present city of Needles.

The Mojave Trail became a government wagon

from the fort to Los Angeles and became known as the Fort Mojave Road.
In April 1860, Camp Cady was established on the new wagon road half
way between the fort and the civilization of San Bernardino.
Smaller outposts were established between Camp Cady and the
fort.

Camp Cady and the small outposts were manned only when con

sidered necessary.

The first outpost established east of Camp Cady

was at Soda Springs, 35 miles away.

The construction of a small

circular earthen breastwork at Soda Springs was begun on May 1, 1860,
and coipleted on June 4, 18 60.
Camp Cady, Major James Carleton commanded a campaign
against desert Indians.

During the campaign, Carleton sent Lt.

Milton Carr and 16 dragoons to scout for Indians and establish a
small outpost at Soda Springs.

Carr carried out his orders.

and successfully battled some "Pah-Ute" Indians.

He found

In reports to

Carleton, Carr recorded of Soda Springs:
"May 1st...Found plenty of tule grass and water here.
There are three springs, one large and two small ones.
The water is impregnated with some alkaline substance
and is unpleasant to the taste...Had the place for a
small, circular redoubt marked out, to be thrown up by
four men..."
"May 3d...On my arrival in camp at Soda Springs, I found
the redoubt going up finely.
The earth is very good for
such purposes, being very tenacious and there is plenty
of good sod for revetting.
With plenty of tools and the
necessary time, a very good and substantial redoubt could
be built here."
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"June 4th.
Lay over to-day to rest the horses and finish
the Redoubt.
Had it finished so that a small party of
men can hold it securely against any number of Indians
that will ever be likely to be in that part of the
county.
Loop'-holes are so arranged around the top, that
men inside of the redoubt can command all the ground
around, without exposing themselves to the fire of the
Indians.
Had the front traverse so arranged, also, that
it will afford shelter to three or four horses."
In a report dated May 14, 1860, Carleton

recorded that the

"small redoubt...erected at Soda Spring...is called Hancock's Redoubt.

Should small parties hereafter be required to operate from

that point, five or six men on foot in this redoubt can guard the
supplies".
"Hancock's Redoubt" at Soda Springs was named in honor of
Captain Winfield Scott Hancock, Army Quartermaster at Los Angeles.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, Hancock volunteered to leave Los
Angeles and fight with the Union Army in the East.

His outstanding

courage and leadership in Civil War battles earned him the rank of
major-general and the status of hero.

His popularity led to his

selection by the Democrats as their presidential candidate for the
1880 election.

He was very narrowly defeated by the Republican

candidate, James Garfield.
The army abandoned Hancock's Redoubt on June 6, 1860.

But

Soda Springs remained an important water stop on the Fort Mojave
Road.

Traffic on that route increased during 1863-64 due to gold

and silver strikes in Arizona.
Ihe rich new La Paz gold fields were on the Arizona side of
the Colorado River about 10 miles northeast of the present city of
Blythe.

The U.S. mail route went from the La Paz mining district

to cross the southern part of present Riverside County somewhat south
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of current Interstate 10.

In 1866 "political tricksters" changed

the mail route from the La Paz road
road)

(also known as the Bradshaw

to the Fort Mojave road.
Inspector General Roger Jones recommended that a mail relay

station be established at Soda Springs.

Based on this. Major William

Price, conmander at Fort Mojave, on July 24, 1867, ordered Lt. Manuel
Eyre

of Camp Cady to re-establish the post.

the post at Soda Springs was again manned.
the mail and provide fresh horses.

By August 21, 1867,
The post was to escort

The structures at Soda Springs

were improved with rock buildings and a corral.
On April 18, 1868, more political trickery changed the mail
route back to the La Paz road.

On May 23, 1868, the army removed

its men from Soda Springs.
By 1871 Fort Mojave was supplied by river steamboats rather
than overland wagons.
Fort Mojave Road.

Thus the government lost interest in the

The road became known as simply the Mojave Road

and later often was called the Old Government Road.
army sold Soda Springs to a commercial enterprise.
Guardian reporter traveled the Mojave Road.
he wrote of commercial Soda Springs:

In 1871 the
A San Bernardino

For August 30, 1871,

"The boys have built for the

use of the public a nice bathing place and invited us to take a
bath while they were preparing dinner."
The commercial rest stop at Soda Springs was known as "Soda
Station."

An excellent 1874 photograph of Soda Station appears on

page 194 of Guide to the Mojave Road by Dennis Casebier.

George

Hetzel was stationkeeper in 1882 and did some mining of Soda Lake.
In 1885 the site was called "Shenandoah Camp."

With the
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completion of the transcontinental railroad across the Mojave Desert,
the Mojave Road lost importance in the mid-1880's.

The road along

side the railroad track was part of the National Old Trails Highway
which became the famous "Route 66" and now is Interstate 40.
The 1900 Census recorded Frank and Sarah Riggs as living and
mining in the Soda Springs area.

Their five-acre Hetzel Mill site

claim included Soda Station.
From November 1905 to March 1906 Tonopah and Tidewater Rail
road crews laid track from Ludlow, through Soda Springs, and on to
Silver Lake.

The T&T line was created by Francis "Borax" Smith to

freight his borax ore from Death Valley across the desert.

The

railroad also carried ores from other mines and included passenger
service.

A T&T passenger station opened at Soda Springs on November

8, 1907, and closed on August 31, 1908 .

But Soda Springs continued

to be a T&T siding station for many years.
The Pacific Salt and Soda Company made improvements at Soda
Springs from 1907 to 1912.

They recovered minerals from Soda Lake

brine by an advanced technology refrigeration method and by standard
solar evaporation.
duced.

Sulphate, salt, and sodium carbonate were pro

They built the IJs-mile narrow gauge track from the lake bed

to their processing plant at the siding.
Desert authority Edmund Jaeger wrote that Charles Russell, co
founder of Jehovah's Witnesses, established a religious camp at Soda
Springs in 1914.

The camp apparently disbanded when Russell died

on October 30, 1916.
David Thompson, U.S. Geotogical Survey agent who mapped the
Mojave Desert, visited Soda Springs on December 7, 1919.

He described
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the site as deserted.
Famous mystery writer Erie Stanley Gardner drove to Soda
Springs to shoot frogs with a bow and arrow.

His story of the trip

appeared in the September 1936 issue of Field & Stream magazine.
Prehistoric tools were found at Soda Springs.

Elizabeth and

William Campbell wrote an analysis of the findings which was pub-

,

lished by the Southwest Museum of Los Angeles in June 1937.
On June 14,

1940, all Tonopah & Tidewater operations halted.

Its rails were torn up between July 18, 1942, and July 25, 1943.
Curtis Springer began occupying the land around Soda
Springs on September 13, 1944.

With his wife-to-be Helen and other

associates, they claimed 12,800 acres.
Curtis Springer had a background steeped in evangelism.
was known as Dr. Curtis Howe Springer.
resorts in eastern U.Sat Soda Springs.

He

He had established six health

He determined to establish a health resort

He renamed the site Zzyzx

(pronounced Zye-zix)

Mineral Springs to be the last word alphabetically in the English
language and it still is.
Over the next several years he did much to improve the property.
He gathered many destitute men from Skid Row in Los Angeles to work
at his resort.

Rock ruins of the old army fort, including a black

smith shop and a guardhouse, were incorporated into his new resort
buildings.

The rocks are still clearly visible in the front wall

of Main Building.
hotel

Resort structures included a 2-story 60-room

("The Castle"), a dormatory ("Sunrise"), a dining hall, a

radio studio, a chapel, a food-processing plant, indoor baths.
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a swliraning pool in the shape of a Christian cross pointing to the
North Star, and a lake (stocked) with a beautiful fountain.

The

grounds were enhanced by the planting of 7000 salt cedar Shade trees,
2000 Washingtonia palms, and 4000 oleander flowering bushes of ten
colors, lining neat avenues.
Springer had the longest continual program on radio, starting
in 1924 on KDKA in Pittsburgh, Pa., the world's pioneer radio
station.

His daily half-hour program usually consisted of friendly

philosophy and recorded religious music.

He promoted the Zzyzx

resort over national and international broadcasts which reached
over 14 million listeners.

He also promoted his highly successful

mail-order business of health products.
His business mail overloaded the Baker post office causing
increased employment for the townspeople.

His resort business in

creased the Baker motel business as his guests often waited in
Baker for accommodations in Zzyzx.
The Zzyzx resort had rules forbidding alcohol, drugs, and
arguing.

Healthy vegetables and fruits and their juices were served.

Christianity was promoted.

Guests enjoyed hot mineral water bathing,

swimming, horseback riding, hiking, fishing, shuffleboard playing,
daily churchgoing, and nightly travelogue watching.
Problems for Springer began on December 10, 1965, when the
Bureau of Land Management declared his mining claims invalid.
June 24, 1966, BLM served Springer a Notice of Trespass.
and controversial court battle began.

On

A lengthy

Meantime, complaints of his

mail-order cures led to charges by the California Bureau of Food
and Drug Inspections in 1968 and to a conviction of false advertising

8

/

in 1970.
On April 11, 1974, the Springers were forceably evicted from

/

^

^

Zzyzx.

They now reside in Las Vegas, Nevada.

BLM deliberated over what to do with the site.

Finally, on

July 1, 1976, a 5-year management lease of the central 1280 acres
of Zzyzx was granted to the California State Universities at
Dominguez Hills, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge,
Pomona, and San Bernardino.

The colleges formed a Consortium to

a Desert Studies Center at Soda Springs to offer courses,
research, and field trips in anthropology, archaeology, geology,
geography, and biology.
In December 1976 NBC filmed an in-depth news story of Zzyzx.
It has been shown and rerun on TV.
The resort buildings had been neglected for two years, so the
Consortium's first efforts were those of restoration.
sortium closed off Soda Springs from public usage.

The Con

This caused an

outcry which resulted in opening the facilities to the public the
last weekend of each month.

On each open Saturday and Sunday tours

are given by BLM at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. for $1 per person.

The first

of these tours was given on July 31, 1982.
Meanwhile, on October 1, 1980, the 5-year management lease to
the Consortium was replaced by a 25-year agreement.
A unique item of study at Soda Springs is the endangered Mojave
Chub fish.

About 6 to 10 inches long, they are rather large members

of the minnow family which evolved in the isolation of the Mojave
River.

The only surviving genetically pure specimens inhabit the

pools at Soda Springs.

9

Friends of the Mojave Road, led by Dennis Casebier, has
cleared off the original wagon road from the Colorado River to
Barstow.

Because Soda Springs is closed off to the public, the

road was detoured around the south end of the Desert Studies area.
The road has been designated a National Recreational Trail in the
East Mojave National Scenic Area, created in 1981, which extends
eastward from Soda Springs.
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THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF

E CLAMPUS VITUS
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

CLflMPflNNOUNCEriEHT
E CLAMPUS VITUS
Billy Holcomb Chapter
IMPORTANT STUFF
3/13/84

SPECIAL CLAMP-NOTICE AND CLARIFICATION
The Pre'.yious maili'ng about the Pre-c lamp out Pla.4u.e construction
Party was confusin9 to some of the brethern and needed some
clarification.
The Weekend of APri 127th. 28th
2Sth is the trip
to Soda SPrin9s to build the monument. The construction of the
monument is the only official function sPonsered by E.
ClamPus
Vitus. Any other activ-’ities are un-official.
The Official Clampout is the Weekend of May 4th. 5th & 6th.
SECOND CLAMP-NOTICE AND CLARIFICATTION
On Thursday.. May 3rd a trip over the MoJave Road from Fort MoJave
on The Colorado River to Soda SPrin9s will be conducted by Bill
Pearson & Sid Elumner this is also an UN-OFFIfunction & is not
sPonsered by E ClamPus Vitus, anyone interested in 9oin9 Please
contact one the above It is recommended for 4 wheel drive vehicals
on 1 y.

SO RECORDED
HUMBUG BILL

Carttas por Vludaa y Huerfinos

Ructumus Secundum Retromandibularis Humerus

THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF

E CLAMPUS VITUS
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

EV ORUER of the ORflYEEfiRnS
IJNOFFICIHL OFF I CflL CLf-iriPFROCLflriT I ON
SPRING CLRMPOUT
MAY 4th,. 5th.. .fc 6th.. 1984.
SODR SPRINGS-- ZZYZK SPRINGS

n

THE NOBLE GRRNU HUMEUCh THE RIGHT HONORRLEE BILL PERRSON ' HEREBY
PROCLRinS.. RNNOUNCES.. IMPRECRTES..
OTHERWISE SPREADS THE GLORIOUS
CLRMPROCLRHRTION!!!!!!!
TO WIT: GRRE your RED SHIRT .Si BLACK HAT. unhitch yer burro and
hes?.d for the hi9h des sert out Baker way. It is CLflUPOUT time at
SODR SPRINGS. Leave yer worries., the widder & orphans at home.
The SIiPPeryGulch Saloon opens at 6-00PN or maybe sooner on
Friday.. May 4th.. due to the noble 9enerosity of Humbu.9 Bill.
Also
fort i fy y erse 1 ves w i th ch i 1 i con car• ne ca 1 i ente by the Damm Foo 1
Doorkeeper Frank Sepulveda.
The cook crew . lead by Tony .1?: the
Chefs., will serve uP new 9ormet deli9hts for the usually two
breakfast & the wonderful &■. deli9htsome Saturday ni9ht Steak
dinner.
"How much is the rub?"you mi9ht ask. It is only $38 fer a
red shirt and $4@ fer the lowlife PEC. fl bargain at twice the
Price.
Mail yer GOLD DUST to the Gold Dust Receiver Ken "Yo9i" Le
Court at P.O. BOX 26 ..Patton.. California.
Therefore: ClamPer OlymP icst!Here is where we 9et the JumP on L.R.
.Si the rest of the World.) Darts .Si Horseshoes fer suPrizin9s
Prizes. R ClamPfire & historical 9abfest will be held for yer
entertainment on Saturday Ni9ht. On Sunday at ll:@0 RM there will
the Pla4ue dedication at Soda SPrin9s. This will be Billy Holcombs
Official PlaTue #29.
TO WIT AGAIN: The Pla':iue will commenmorate the various
events that took Place there.

historical

WHEREAS: The clamPsite will be located at RAZOR JUNCTION under the
Salt Ceders..See inclosed Map with direction.
ANYWAY: There will be 3 9uided tours of the Soda SPrin9s area by
the Bureau of Land Management On Saturday at 10:00 AM and 12:00
Noon also at 2:00PM. There may be one after the dedication if
needed.
RERFIRMRTION OF THE RULES:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

NO GUNS Or OTHER FIREARMS
NO EXPOSIVES OF ANY TYPE.
NO FIREWORKS
*
NO Widders or other Ladys.
TELL YOUR PBC ABOUT THESE RULES.

THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF

E CLAMPUS VITUS
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

CLflriPflHHOUNCEMEHT
E CLflriPUS VITUS
Billy Ho 1 corub ChaP ter
iriPORTflHT STUFF
3/13/84

Free lamp out schedule arid c lamp schedule for Soda SPriri9s
Clampout 1984

C Pr in9

flpril 3rd- monthly meetins at Villa de carlo in colton at 7‘-00Pm .
last chan9e Planing for clampout. lets 9et it together.
RPril 25 Paper work and clamPfee due at Golddust Receiver
LeCourts. Add 5 bucks if you are late.and call Ken at ■:;714>
883-7274 .
pre-clampout: Explain to yer Pbc exactly what is expected of him
at the damp out
Friday ^ May 4th^ Beer and chili feed-- Kickoff to the official &
unofficial doings at the diggins.
6:00Pm chili con carme con beans Prepared by the Damm Fool
doorkeeper & Keeper of the bean Pot Frank SePulveda. Chili ser'-ved
until its gone. Cerv.'esa y cola also.
6:01 Errrection of the FFFflrting PPPost.
The mysterious
history of this ancient artifact will be explained by one the the
Graybeards.
6:02 The 'Humbugs SliPPery Gluch Saloon oPens. Come and have
attitude adjusted at this time by Humbug Bill under the
Ceders >

your
Salt

7:00 Un-off i cal damp fire &. liars constest.
sexual Prowness & comsumPtion of beer.

Subject

limited

to

On Arrival FBC must rePort to
Vowe11).

(Either

Bardero

or

The

Hangman.

Saturday^ May 5.---Breakfast at 7:00Hm: The first of Tony the cook'^s
gourmet
Gastronomical creations of the weekend. Better get there before
8:25AM or 9et leftovers.
7:30---- Greybeards Meeting ala fresco
8:30

FBC Meeting with the Hangman

.. :5i9n UP for clamper Olympics with

Andy

HoPwood. ^

tr 45
si9n uP for one the Tours of SodaSPrin9s at 10flf1
^
12
Hoorn and at 2Pm
a duide will be Provdded by the BLH. Ho FEC on the 10:00am tour.
Si9n UP at City Hall. Only 30 Clampers & PEC Per Tour
9:30—“-Cutoff-time for arrival of PEC at clamPsite.
Last time for PEC to check in with Han9man.
00

C1 a m p e r o 1 y m P i c s G a m e s b e 9 i n. F E C P a r a d e

First

&

PEC

and

toss.

Followed by Horseshoes.- and other fun thin9s to do.
First Tour of Soda SPrin9s
10:30--------13 y. g y 1^ g g y.

..

j.,.,

.j. ^

10:40
P B C II e e t i n 9 f o r
m e e 11 i n 9 t h e G r a y b e a r d s.

1 ■=;! • 00

g

.). |,.|

p J. Q

^ ^

i ndoctr i nat i on

Tour .3.t Sod-3. sP r i n9s.

and

1 u brie a t i o n a f t ■=■ r

30 P eoP1 eon 1 y on tours.

2;00--- Tour at Soda Springs. 30 only.
3:30--- PEC Entertainment of the brethern.

5: 30
ninner is served at our f1 i 11 ionDollarro 11 in9
Chuck Wa9on. It is steak with all the fixins.

9ormet

7:00PI'1-- Clamp fire and historical talk by chapter historians.
Sunday.- Hay 6.----- last day of c lamp out.
6:00--- PEC Up & at them for cooking breakfast
7:0 0 R l'1-- S u n d -3. y

&clean

uP.

B r e .3. k f a s t w i t h .3.11 t h e f i x i n s.

9:30RM--- Initiation of PEC into ECV.
11:0014f-i

Dedicat i 0n of of PI a4ue at Soda SP r i n9s.

If needed there will be OTie more tour .after the dedication.
1:00 Go Home after cleaning ClamPsite.
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DEDICATION
of the
HISTORICAL MARKER
for the Site of the
U.S. RABBIT EXPERIMENTAL STATION
JUNES, 1984
In March, 1928, the Federal Government established the first and only Experimental
Station in the United States devoted solely to research of the breeding and raising of
rabbits. On a five-acre parcel of land donated by A.B. Miller of Fontana, the Station
successfully ipdcneered new techniques of rabbit aare and breeding until 1965. At that
time, the City of Fontana acquired the property for use as a senior citizen facility.

California Registered
Historical Landmark No. 950
Hie plaque is placed by the State Department of Parks and Recreation in cooperation
with the Fontana bSstorical S<xeity, City ofFontana, and Billy Holcomb Chapter E. C. V.,
June 3, 1984.

CJj3)ICATI0N

program

JUNE 3, 19a4

11:00 a.m.

Introduction of Guests and Brief talk............. .John Charles Anlclc, Jr,
Prayer........................................................................................ .Charles Koehler, Mayor
Pro-Tern of Font^ina
J!<lag Raising........................................................ ................ .Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Post
Honor Guard
Message from City of Fontana Mayor......... .Nathan Simon
Message from State of California,
Historical Preservation Commission
Member.................................................................... .Nadine Hata, Ms.
Bringing of City of Fontana ,
Key to the City, by a Fontana Girl. ...Miss

Summer Campbell

Presentation of Key to City by Mayor
to Ms. Naaine Hata....................................... .Nathan Simon
Message from Billy Holcomb Chapter
E Clampus Vitus.............................................. .Phil Porr^tta
Message from San Bernardino County
Museum Association and
State Historical Representative
Region 7............................................................... .Dr, Gerald Smith,
Past Director of the San
Bernardino Co. MUiseum
Message from Fontana Historical Society
President............................................................. .John C. Anlcic, Sr.
Description of the Landmark Plaque
......................................................................... .John Charles Anicic, Jr.,
Unveiling of the Plaque.............................................. .Special guests
Letter from Senator Pete Wilson........................... .John Charles Anlcic, Jr,
Message from Parks & Recreation Director... .Gil Meach\im
Tour of RaDbitry Office Building and ©rounds
Reception at RaDbl*try,
Tours of National Register Camp #1 Ranch House
for those interested in seeing the Grant Work,.,

^(mlon5 ffiihiicAf
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SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL THOSE
WHO HELPED THE FONTANA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO
ACCOMPLISH THE GOAL OF THIS
LISTING

June

19t54

To our Gruests;

This Uedicatlon today Is possible due to the efforts
of the City of Fontana, I for their permission to list the property,
and their donation of materials and time); The Fontana Historical
Society, ^ror the writing and researcn of the Station, and the
listing of said Station with tne State of California Historical
Preservation Committee, and the Dedication Ceremony^; and the
Billy Holcomb Chapter of Jji Clampus Vitus, (builders of the monumental
with their labor); and Phil Porretta, (for donation of materials
for the monument),

'

This working together of so many for a common cause,
(the Preservation of an Historical Site & Buildings for future
generations to see), is what Historical Preservation is here in
Californiao

..OUR past is the building stokes of THE FJTURS

Sponsors of the Site of the United States Rabbit Experimental
Station Historical Marker:
City of Fontana
Fontana Historical Socle.ty
Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus

Special Guest;
Dorthea Newport (Miller), Niece of A.B« Miller,
founder of Fontana
(Could not make dedication due to illness)

Special Thanks:
State of California State Archives
State of California State Library

%

State of California Historical Preservation Office

____ - ____

State of California Historical Preservation Commissioners
San Bernardino Coxinty Board of Supervisors, Cal McElwaln
San Bernardino County Museum, Dr, Qorald Smith
City of Fontana, City Council & Parks abd Recreation Commission
Fontana Historical Society, Board of Directors
Dr, Robert B, Casady, last director of the rabbltry (19b7-bb)
United States National Archives

Dedication booklet designed & written by: John Charles Anicic, Jr,
Fontana Historical Society Researcher & Historian
Printing by

and Covers prihted & donated by:
Showcase Printers, Mr, & Mrs, Bill Bittner

.

History from the Past on the
U.S. Rabbit Experimental Station

Early Beginnings:
In July, 1^2^, Bo Monroe Green was placed in cnarge of raobit
experimental work of the Bureau of Biological Survey in Washington,
D.C. There was no ouilding or location for a reseeach center. He
came West to make investigations for a Kesearcn Station location.

He met with representatives of the Association of Rabbit Breeders
of Southern California of which William A* Bixler was secretary,
and the need gor a station was discussed. Southern California was a
most desiraole location, inasmuch as the Industry has made such
rapid strides here, and also because it seemed destined to be the

i

center for the entire nation.
W.A. Hanna, president of the National Rabbit Federation for 1927-.2b;
Ellis L, DeLancey and A. McCall Smith, editors of publications
dealing with the rabbit industry and Kenneth P. Button, secretary
of the Federation, worked tirelessly in keeping up interest in the
project. Green returned to Washington ana reported to Mr, Redington,
his superior. Green returned to Southern California for further
survey, to learn if l*unds for buildings and equipment was available.
Green arrived in Los Angeles in May, 192? and within two weeks
negotiated the necessary financial assistance and returned to

' |

Washington with two offers; Fontana had the best offer with A.B,
Miller'^ donation of

5

acres in a grove and money to build. Addition

al help came irom the San Bernardino Chamber of Commerce, Charfey
Union High School, San Bernardino County Supervisors and Congressman Phil B, Swing. His superiors accepted Fontana's offer. Work
started on tne buildings in September, 192Y.

I

0isU)^tcAl

Preparations Tor the Dedication:
The rollowing people were on the conunittees that prepared the
dedication and activities of the day. In Feoruary, 192d, plans in
full swing.
Cornelius DeBakesy- general chairman of the dedication event,
D. Monroe Green- director- of the station.
committees: General- Cornelius DeBakesy, chairman; William chantry,
Phil HasDrouck, J.D. McGregor, B.C. Baroee,
Harry Larsen,
Program Committee: A. McCall Smith- chairman; Dr. George E. Clements,
Los Angeles; Roy Mack, San Bernardino; J.M. Page, Pomona;
Benjamin Spencer, Ontario; J.H, Wilder, San Bernardino;
W.J. Gaynor, Los Angeles; W.G. Claypool, Pasadena; David
Tilt, Fontana; A.M. Davidson, Fontana; Duff Hansen, runtana
f.E.

Bailey, Montana; Dr. Hunt, Los Angeles.

Invitation Committee: John T. Ljimch- chairman; H.S. Sears, Atascadero
C.H. Bixler, Compton; C.L. Blake, Granada; L.C. Moats,
Hawthorne; S.O. Erich, Hayward; Mabel Stock, Los Angeles;
L.M. Campoell, Modesto; E.N. Foque, Horco; J.R. Berry,
Redlands; Grant Walters, Pomona; C.H. Wheeler, Ocean Park;
T.L. DeWitt, San Diego; Charles H. Cope, Ban Francisco,
J.H. Ronk, San Jose; O.E. Fisner, Santa Cruz; G.J. Rainey,
venturaE.J. Trumper, Sparrland; C.W. Wheeler, culver City,
H. Aldrige, Menlo Park; R.S. Wisel, Koscoe; George Green, .
Los Angeles; C.F. Pettry, San Diego; T.H. Banks, Botnel,
Washington; Byron Johnson, Sait Lake City, Utah;

T.Ho Hov/land, Seattle, Washington; H.K, Carter, Tacoma,
Washington; Catherine Hays, Portland, Oregon; J.F. Kipsinski, Inglewood; A.C® Freeman, Alta Loma; Leroy Pierce,
Los Angeles; Rowland Cox, i''ontana; Ed Rees, Fontana; A»W«
Copley, Fontana; Charles Moore, Fontana; i)re Hamoleton,
ii'ontana; W.J# Smith, i?'ontana; William Gumming, Fontana;
Lon Conklin, Fontana; Steve Powell, Fontana; T.J. Conway,
Fontana; Phil JJeicher, Fontana; Q.Ee Dodge, Redlands;
K.B. Hastings, Sparrland,
Lunch Committee: R.E, Boj'-le- chairman; I'i'anklin Hall, Ontario; T.G,
& Banquet
Gulley, San Fernando; N.M. Cupp, Los Angeles; W.A. Bixler,
Pomona; Teklar Floreen, El Monte; C.H. GlDson, Brentwood;
F.Jo Rainey, Ventura; C.H. Bixler, Huntington Park;
Richmond, Pomona; E.P, Bradoury, Fontana; WiW, Lels,
Fontana; G-eorge West, Lynwood; J.C. Spencer, Los Angeles;
R.L. Nougaret, i«'ontaha; J.P. Burney, i-'ontana; H.M. Harter,
Fontaria; Dr« P.C. Guyselman, Fontana; Dr. C.C. Markey,
Fontana; William Sneehy, Montana; J.S. Mayer, Fontana; Ed
Snyder, Fontana; F,B, Williams, Fontana; J. Cnellns,
Fontana; F.R, Williams, Fontana; Harry Bonnell, Fontana.
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Dedication Day Activities:
National Editorial Publisher's Luncheon
12:00 p.m.

Fontana Farms Inn
Cornelius DeBakesy- Editor & Publisher of the
Fontana Herald, chairman
J.D, McGregor-Vice President of the Fontana
Farms Company, toastmaster
Paul G. Redington- Chief of Bureau of Biological
Survey, Washington, D.C.
Tobis Larsen, President of the Southern California
Publishers Association,
Clermont, Cao
D. Monroe Green- Director of the United States
Rabbit Experimental Station,
i?bntana, Ca, .
Burton Smith- Editor of the Los Angeles Times

A« McCall Smith- Editor of American Rabbit Magazine
San Jose, Ca«
»
Arthur Brown- Editor of the San Bernardino
Evening Telegram,
Ban Bernardino, Ca.
LeHoy Pierce- Editor of the Pacific Coast Rabbit
Journal, Los Angeles
Walter V. Woehlke- Editor of the Sunset Magazine,
San Francisco, Ca,
E.D, Merrill- Dean of the College of Agriculture,
Universary of California,
Berkeley, Ca.

Dedication Exercise
2:00 p.m,

at the United States Rabbit Experimental Station,
on Cypress Street, Fontana, Ca.
Rev. CcA. Foreman- Pastor of the Fontana Community Church
L.E, Blackman- Executive Secretary, Wilshire Building,
Development Association,
Santa Monica, Ca.
Paul Go Redington- Chief of the Bureau of Biological
Survey, Washington, D.C.
E.D. Merrill
Flag Raising by the Fontana American Legion Post

f
[

A little Fontana Girl, Rosie Kopac,' brou^t a large gold
key on a dainty pillow to the platfon
A.B, Miller, Founder of Fontana and President of the
Fontana Farms Company presented the
key to D. Monroe Green,»Director of
the new Station.
Pomona Boy Scou^ band played, and the public sang the
•National Anthem.
Letter was read from Secretary of Agriculture Jardine of
Washington, D.C. who sent his best
wishes.
Inspection of the new United States Rabbit Experimental
Station was then given.
White Ribbon was cut on the entrance into the Offices.

Rabbit Federation & Chamber of Commerce Banquet
6:30 p.m.

F'ontana Farms Inn

i
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Description of the
United States Rabbit Experimental Station Complex;

The large, Spanisn style. Administration Building has a spacious
lobby, offices and labor!tories. The new secreaary, Neil Sterling,
has her desk in the lobby, by the fireplace. The lobby is 20 feet
by 40 feet with a fireplace at one end. There are two oil paintings
by William A, Bixler called ”A bit of California Coast” and ”The
San Gabriel Mountains”, The fireplace and lobby remain about the
same today,
A feea Darn with mixing and sterilizing rooms, a.garage, a carpenter
shop, several types of breeding houses and additional buildings
with a capacity of 5»000 animals, all equipped with modern pens &
nest boxes,are included in the equipment at the station.
Also an attractive residence for the Super in tendanj: and a store
house for supplies and equipment. The 5 acres are enclosed by a
6 foot wire guard fence, walks are graveled between buildings; with
a beautiful fountain amid the orange trees and velvety lawns grace
the frontage.
The entire site and all buildings were designed and built by
H.L. Larsen, local contractor picked by A.B. Miller,

There were many rabbits donated from all over the United States to
the new station. Some of the breeds were; White & Red New Zealand,
Blue & White Americans, Flemish, Chinchilla, French Silver, Havana,
American Sable & Polish,

^(^Jans
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DIRECTORS OF THE RABBIT STATION
D,Monroe Green................ 1927-28
John WoMeyer......................192tJ-3^
Dr. George 5. Templeton
.................. 1934-P7
Dr. Robert B, Casady
................ cl9b7-b5

^^w/ana

D. MOMOE G-REEN.

SnUfy

.First Director of the Station,

Was appointed director in ,192Y-2a, with 10 years of
experience in government positions.
Aside from requiring aaministration aoility and definite
knowledge of feeding, oreeding and handling rabbits for their
meat, the position wnich Mr. Green fills necessitates work of a
technical nature. Knowledge due to extended experimentation

&

investigative, combined with ability to draw accurate conclusions
from results obtained and to present them in understandable form
in spoken or written language. Also selected for this position
because of his practical experience along lines of investigation
anagous to those conducted by the Bureau of Biological Survey,
In addition, his duties will have to do with the studying methods
of feeding, breeding, and handling fur-bearing rabbits’. He will
also study fur-dressing, and dyeing methods in effort to secure
betterment of existing conditions.
Born, April 29, 1889, at Cherry Valley, N.Y., Raised 1903
to 191? at home, poultry, pigeons and rabbits. During the last
b years of this time, he exhibitedand judged poultry at large
Eastern exhibitions. His business career started in 1911, when he
published the Poultry Husbandry, a national poultry magazine
from 1914-1917, was publishing a weekly newspaper. The cherry
Valley Gazette,
Entered employ of the United States Department of Agricul
ture, September 1917, as extension poultry husbandman, he was
placed in charge of boys

&

girls duo work in 10 states. This

^im/ans

was most successful of his projects, during the War Years* In

j

first year 1918, 21pl clubs were organized with 31,095 members,

I

value of their combined poultry & eggs produced had value of

t

§403,690* This was were mere than the Government appropriated
for research*
Author of and designed the covers for, tt department Circular
#13-i^0o November 1919, he went to Phoenix, Arizona to start work
on a United States Poultry Experimental -Station; then he returned

!)

|
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to Washington, D.C,
He resigned from the Bureau of Animal Industry to accept
a position as biologist in charge of the rabbit experiment work

L

of the Bureau of Biological Survey, on July 1, 1925*

I

He then came West to make Investigations for a Research

I

Station*
**

Mr, Green resigned in August 192b, when he deeided to go
into private business in Southern California*

!
I
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jeHN We MEYER....... Second Acting Director of the Station.
He was the acting Superintendent of the Station from the
beginning.
He remaining time at the Station lasted until 193^®

—QEORG-E S, TSl^IELETON..............Third Director of the Station,
Dr. George S. Templeton, director of the United States
Rabbit Experimental Station for the past 23 years, will retire
today and succeeding him will be Dr. Rooerf B. Casady.
It is fitting that Dr. Casady should follow in Dr.
lempleton's footsteps. Both men have that rare quality which
is dedication to their work.
It is Dr. Templeton’s devotion toward his work which has
saved the government and rabbit industry millions of dollars.
This gentleman of gentle disposition and kind smile, now com
pletely gray-haired, is responsible for inspiring a devotea
staff to produce milestones in rabbit research.
He has directed the only U.S. Rabbit Experimention Station
‘ \

in the country, from which the industry gets its information
lor periodicals, farm papers, and foreign magazines. Correspondence
comes to this station from almost all parts of the world.
"Accomplishments of this station are the result of close
teamwork of the entire staff," Dr. Templeton said.
Through the development of efficient formulas for rabbit
rations. Dr. Templeton was able to recommend a feeding program
that has increased the weight of the fryer rabbit, principal
meat product, and at the same time reduce the quantity of feed'
to produce rabbits by 20 to 2b per cent, saving millions of
dollars.
In earlier years, it required 10 manhours to care for a doe a
year. Now, through research, the time required has been reduced

!
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to foul* manhours, making it possiole for a person to care for more
rabbits and increase his income in proportion.
Other research included rations desighed to save labor, the
design of modern equipment for feeding and care of rabbits, pal
pating does to determine pregnancy, automatic watering system and
automatic self-ieeders.
The disease unit, under Dr. Templeton's direction, has
developed methods for coping with coccldiaosls ana respltory
problems and the station has developed a program for using anti
biotics in rations that reduces loss of young due to enteritis
about 75 per cent,
A lot of experimentation has been done in the study of
factors that have to do with quality of pelts.
Results obtained at the Fontana station are reldased in
farmer's bulletins, circulars and phamplets and anybody interest
ed in the publication can obtain a list of the literature by
writing the Superintedent of Documents, Washington, D,C, 25.
It was A.B. Miller's foresight and dynamic personality
which brought the experimentation station to Fontana, While
other towns in Southern California debated whether to accept the st
ation, Miller went ahead and started the design of the building
and leased it to the government for §1 a year.
Miller, founder of Fontana, wanted to develop an excellent
agricultural community.
There are YOO to 1000 rabbits at the station for research
and over 4000 are deed in a year for experimentation and research.
There have been as many as 3000 persons touring the station in a

year and Inquiries annually have 6°ha ^s hi?h as oOOU.
Ur. Tea.nleion-s staff includes Karl W. Hagen. Dacteriolosisi
and Chairman of disease research; Allan Suitor, superintendent and
chairman of experimental work vtoo has oeen with the station for
30 years and his department Kenneth Mize, Clifford Neal and-Ralph
Marcle, and Mrs. Ida R. Bailie, secretary for 23 years.
Dr. Templeton said the future still holds nutrition prohlems and the n;^her one killer disease.- enteritis, is still not

licked.
The work on animal husbandry research, animal disease an
parasite research will S° °h among the most oeautlful rabbits in
4-v,^ o +
will 13© amazed at the'
the world. Anyone who tours the station wll
o pink as a
mouth, and the
Whiteness of their fur, the ears as
a baby's
ba y
A
t>iP traditional Easter bunnies,
immense size or the rraui uxui ct
.
r,o TonKer be behind his desk, or out
Ur. Tempieron will no lonsei
r^o-hbiPs He will leave without fanfare, out his
working among the rabbits, ne waj-x
work will never be forgotten. He views retirement with mixed
emotions for he was a man in love with his Job. The industry will
■w + o -nprqon well-deserving of enjoying
lose a outstanding man, but a person wen
lifes closing years.

DR. ROBERT B. CASADi

Fourth Director of the Station

Dr, and Mrs, Robert B, Casady, who for the past eight
years have been acctive members of the community, will leave
i'bntana soon to begin a new life.in Beltsvllle, Md,
Dr. Casady has been superintendent of the U.S, Govern
ment Rabbit Experiment Station in Fontana since 19b7. Closing of
the local station will result in a new assignment. At Beltsvllle
Dr. Casady will be in charge of a researcn team on animal identi
fication at the Agricultural Research Center.
The team will attempt to aiscover better means of identifying
animals from a distance, Dj'. Casady said.
Fjiom all indications, the Rabbit Experiment Station in
Fontana will be discontinued. The government id dropping fur-animal
research, according to Dr. Casady, All personnel have been reasslgnedo
The Casady*s expect to leave Fontana no later than August,
depending on government orders.
Dr, Casady was born and raised in Los Angeles and recievea
his B.S. degree in animal husbandry from the Univeraary of Calif
ornia at Davis in 19^1. He served in the U.S. Army from January,
19^2 until January, 19^6, emerging with the rank of captain. Con
tinuing his agricultural career. Dr. Casady compleued post graduate
school and recleved his PhD in 19^ as a physiology major.
He served on the teaching research staff at UC at Davis
until 19b0. He also completed assignments at North Carolina State
Unlversary in Raleigh, and a years*s special research at the John
Hopkins Unlversary, Baltimore, Md. before coming to Fontana in

^enUna 0ifUn':Af

July of 191??.
The Casadys, who have made their home aj 910!^ Palmetto Ave,
have three children, Robert L., 21; Theresa G., lY; and Steven, 14.
Dr, Casady Is a past president of the Fontana Klwanls Club,
has served on the Chamber of Commerce board- of directors, SjUd was
campaign chairman for the 1962-b3 Greater Fontana United Fund.
He is also on the Board of Deacons for Gloria Del Lutheran
Church, serves as the church's Sunday church school superintendent,p
chairman of the Christian education committee, and chairman of the |
building committee.
Dr. Casady's professional organization memberships Include

i

Alpha Zeta, honorary agricultural fraternity; Sigma XI, professional
society; the American Society of Animal Science, the American

i

Assn, for the Advancement of Science, and has served on the

|

'*

Rabbit Nutrition and Rabbit Standards sub-committees for the
NatlonalResearch Council.
Mrs. Casady has been active In the Lutheran Church Women at
Gloria Del and Is employed part-time at the Southern California
Edison, Co.

I

STARTS RETIREMENT—Dr. Csor** S. T*mpl*ton, holding rabbit, director of the U.S. Rebbit
Experimentation Station In Fontana, only one of ita kind In the country, discusses his plans
for retirement with his successor. Dr. Robert B. Casady. Dr. Templeton directed the station
for 23 years. Dr. Casady taught and did research at the North Carolina State Collage for seven
years and at the University of California at DeVis for a year and a half, where he also earned
his Ph.D. He and his wife have three children and reside at »105 PalmeHo Ave., Fontana.

Triad I’holo

WRITTEN HISTORIES OF THE STATION

f
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T
RaJ’olts had been grown at Fontana In Increasing numbers
at co^ercxal ranches for years. Some time previously, in January of 1927
ore.nlzatlon f rabMt
vUiTIi^teV; :;=?;aiarj!?raS?e^?-'*vlce-Prasldant: and

q + r^i,^+ +v,«
When It was learned that the Ck)vernment proposed to con!or .
Q^erlment station in Southern California, leaded of the

matelv^S°br?nc
^ successful campaign which was ultimaLeiy to bring new honors to Fontana,
..

_

president of the Fontana Farms Company, A.B. Miller
which later was chosen, alony with ^30,000 in
cash towered a fund to construct the necessary buildings,
„+.
,
^
county board of supervisors and various civic orRanl'^Con^^Lsman^^ <iletrlct gave assistance, as did Phil. D. Swing, then ®
.
^
Following selection of the Fontana site, the buildine
contract was awarded to Harry L. Larsen, local resident. An excellently
attractive office-administration structure, reception room, laboratory
rooms, and also a resident caretaker cottage v/ith all equipment were
housed amid a 5-acre citrus grove on Cypress Street, just north of the
Pacific Electric tracks.
Dedicatory ceremonies conducted in March, 1923, in connectlon ifith opening were largely attehded, when prominent officials of
e Federal, State and County Governments, along with leading rabbit
breeders and many prominent newspapers publishers took part.
The United States Government took possession and establlshed it as a research or experiment service organization this station,
Tlrst of its kind, was maintained by the Bureau of Animal Industry in
the Department of Agricialture.
D. Monroe Green was the first director of the station.
being followed by John W» Meyer,
.
. ,
^
Several persons were here
to raising, breeding and feeding rabbits.
bacteriologist to work
office work amd general care of the plant

conducting affairs pertaining
Besides the director, there was
in the laboratory, several for
duties.

Frank G. Ashbrook, whose interest in the work of the
Fontana station also was high, succeeded Mr. Redlngton in charge of the
aivlslon of fur resources of the bureau of biological survey.
Mr.George Templeton, a graduate of Missouri University,
became director of station in March, 193A, He had considerable teaching
experience in both MlBslsslppl and Texas agricultural colleges and had
been doing research in animal livestock before coming to Fontana. He has
won the commendation of breeders for his splendid service. His definite
values here Issued from this government institution and probably the
greatest advance has been along the line of rabbit nutrition which has
reached a standard position of producing 1 pound of meat for 3t pounds
o. feed. This came about after years of experimentation with foods and
t.ie result has been that it has added to the profit side of raising
rabbits.
^

j

The work of the station developed Improved methods for
producing rabbits with meat, fur and wool of fine quality. Research
studies and experiments were conducted In nutrition, feeding and parasltl
disease sometimes involving 1,000 to 1,200 rabbits at one time. The
results of the studies were v/ritten up and published in government pamplets and publications for national and international distribution.
Attention was also paid to discover the best breeding and growing condit
ions, better management practices and the use of the most improved equip
ment.
The station housed 400 rabbits in quarantine house. The
yearly experimentations required over 4,000 rabbits. All rabbit equipment
and buildings were strictly sanitary with water of good quality available
During World War II, Life magaalne had a 2 page spread on
the station. Due to the article 46,000 inquires came in. On the average,
2,500 to 3,000 visitors a year, plus a large correspondence with the
growers all over the United States and Foreign coiantries.
A.M. Davidson, 1st association head of Fontana later was
to become president of the California Rabbit Breeder’s Association.
John T. Lynch, who had served as secretary of the Fontana
Asssociatlon was signally honored in the industry when in February, 1929,
he was elected president of the National Rabbit Federation.
Mr. Templeton recalls an account when MR. Miller's
prodigious memory and a capacity for detailed information. It seems that
back in 1936 the station had a record-breaking doe. (Records are broken
in terms of pounds of fryers produced yearly.; 5 or 6 years later Mr.
Miller dropped in one morning for a visit and casually inquired, "By the
way, Templeton, have you had another doe that could out-produce old
‘W-787'?*
George Templeton was given a superior service award
sertificate, presented in Washington, D.C. ceremonies by Sect, of Agri
culture Ezra Taft Benson for his contribution in rabbit research and
production, which have effected an approximate.' ■©avlng of 2 million
dollars a year to the rabbit industry on June iB, ^1955.
In 1965, the station was declared surplus by the Federal
Government. Dr. Robert Casady, Its director at the time, was transferred
to Iowa. The City of Fontana acquired the station for use as a recreation
center and senior citizen facility.
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SAN

BERNARDINO

MOUNTA INS

The PlaygroiJnds Of All The Valley People
The Mormons, having arrived where the city of San
in 1851, were soon pressed for building material and by 1853 had built saw mills
®n the crest of the movntains of San Bernardino.
Lumber was not only needed for
ox teams to the seaside and shipped
Lumber and flour seemed to be their
cular to pay for the large tract of

erecting their own homes, but was hauled by
by boat to Los Angeles and San Franci^o.
chief Income of crsh in mch need in oartiland purchased from the Spaniards.

Where the Solaraos Lodisn tribe had once ranged over the beauti^ land of
streams and lakes, now it becomes the working land of the Mormons, who cut a
very large area, of. timber. The savmiill was located in what was known as Seely
Flats and ether ^i^twinills were built in similar locations.
Later on, a much-rtfore useful purpose for the mountain tops was fojmd. By
1884 Big Bear valley became the location of a large lake 8 miles long by daram^
up one end of the valley. This solved the water need for Redlands, then develop
ing large and beautiful orange orchards.
Soon other lakes were irade in like manner and two of them were large, called
Lake Arrowhead and Lake Gregory, the former being constructed in 1892. Several
smaller lakes were created. Finally, the mountain crest became an immense
recreational ground for all the San Bernardino Valley towns and for people
living far beyond these towns.
By 1932, the Rim of the World Drive was made a high gear road and may hold
travel in winter time as many come for winter as well as suttoct snorts. There
are other roads to the mountains more recently built, coning in from other direc
tions. Manv thousands of homes there are covering the crest of the mountain

U. S.

RABBIT

EXPERBIliNT

STATION

CF

FONTANA

Quietly and un\oiown to many living in Fontana, is going on a most valuab.Le
and Important activity which reflects its influence far beyond the limits of
California. It is under the control of the United States Department of Agricul
ture and is called the United States Rabbit Experiment Station.
The birth of this institution came about through'the efforts of IV. A.B.
Miller who earnestly seeking der^^elcpment of every form of agricult^e, hit unon
the idea of establishing of a place or farm for guidance in cai^, feeding, and
developing .of rabbits, which nov; in its beginning as a moat industry in Califor
nia WB3 co.ni.is into conaidernblo notice.
The now inf+uatoy pr^onined not only n supplemental value on the farm, >rit had
an aptxwl to men of r-Ured age who needed light open air e.tnlo^nrent. Alao th^e
was a considorutioii of value of rabbit pelts
as fur and p bi-nreduct for ferti
lizer to citrus geves and gardens.
There had already been ru.mbers of old ^ople
coming to Fontana fer this advantage. Carrledon to full extent, ae some di ,
it became a full time Job bringing in a fair living.

45
Mr. Miller erected suitable buildings attractive in architecture, an admi
nistration building having a conmodlous reception room, an office and laboratory
rooms. In the rear were erected suitable rabbit houses and storare house and
shop. Adjoining, was built a resiJevice for the caretaker. All this on 5 acres.
Finding that the Government could make best use of this plant, >(r. Ktiller
turned it over to Uncle Sam for rental of one dollar yearly, till a little later
the government took title to the property and then established it as a research
or experiment service organization, but what its name implies, a place for
research.
Several persons are here conducting affairs pertaining to raising, breeding
and feeding rabbits. Besides the director, was a pethologist and bacteriologist
to work in the laboratory, several for;office help and general care of the plant
duties.
■ 1
..
^
;-r-.
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The housing, is‘^juilt for 400 rabbits with a qmrantine house also. The
yearly expcrimenteticais require about 4,000 rabbits. All rabbit equipment and
buildings are made strictly sanitary with fine convoilence of plenty of water
and cooling system for rabbits in very hot weather.
The Government took over this institution in the year 192S when its first
director, Mr. D.?'. Greene became director and following him came Mr. George
Templeton, a graduate of Missouri University. He had alreacfy had considerable
teaching experience in both Mississippi and Texas agricultural colleges and had
been doing research work in animal livestock before coming to Fontana where he
has served as director to this date.
During Mr. Templeton's directorship, very definite values have issued from
this government institution and probably the greatest advtnce has been alone
the line of rabbit nutrition which has reached a standard position of producing
me pound of meit for three and a half pounds of feed. This came about by long
years of experimentation with foods and the result has been thatit has add”d to
the profit side of raising rabbits.
Very considerable research has been going on for the control of rabbit ills,
the most disturbing and most serious has been a forni of enteritis. Mr. Temple
ton thinks this scourge is seventy-five percent controlled by some nev.- anti
biotics now being used. There are a dozen or more ether ills to vrhich rabbits
are subject and all are treated and studied at the station here. The matter of
breeding, care, sanitation and housing have all been subjects of investipation.
The knowledge gathered here through the years of time is gathered into
printed form in pamphlets and sent out to all parts of the country. There are
times when Mr. Temnlcton goes to distant cities on lecture tours. There are
times v.+ien advisory meetings are held at the rabbitry station.
About two years ago, Life Lfegazine printed pictures of this rabbitry,
resulting in r.\any thousands of letters of inquiry.
The San Bema.rdino Sun published a nws item relating to Mr. George
Templeton under date of June 15, 1955 as follows: "Director George Templeton
of the U»S. Rabbit Experiment Station, Fontana,was given a superior service
award certificate, presented in special'.Washington D.C. ceremonies by Secretary
of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson for contribution in rabbit research and produc
tion, which have effected an apriroximate saving to the industry of two million
dollars per year."

'^arJAfis ^hUuca/S^cUfy

Newspaper Articles about the Station
Written by:
John Charles Aniclc, Jr.

'^oniAM 0tshAml SAcieitj

July 18th Article
!

1
An InduBtry or. the comeback In California la the Rabbit Breeding
and Producing Industry, The follovring is an account of For.taria’s long
connection >rith thla iiiduatry, one Which put this indue try on It* a feet
during the 19^0*s 4 lS30*s»
We (FONTA!;a) still have the distinction that we had the only
Experimental Station in the United States, and it made the industry the
great one it is today.
In tlie 1920*E, a new meat industry in California was coming into
considerable notice, Bie new industry promised not ordy a supplemente.1
value on the farm, but had an appeal to men ©f retired age who needed
light open air employment. Also there was a corisidoratlon of value of
rabbit pelts as fur and bi-product for fertilizer to gardens and groves,
Eiere had already been numbers of old people coming to Pontana for this
advantage. Carried on to a full extent, as some did, it beca.me a full time
Job bringing in a fair living.
Rabbits had been gx*own at Pontaria in increasing niimbers at commerw
cial ranches for years. Some time previously, in January 1927, they had
effected an organisation of rabbit breeders, with A,K,Davidson as president
Krs, E,C,l‘ierson and D,R,Chambliss, V--resident; and William Eheohy,
B c- c tre t a ry-1 rca surer,
V.hen it wss learned that the GovorniTiant proposed to construct the
ex^perimont station in Southern California, leaders of the association and
others launched u: o:. a euccessful campaign which was ul timetely to bring
nev.^ honors to Fontana,

'^oniana 0i$knml Socieiij
Ae iToeident of Fontana Farms Com;.any, A.B.LllIcr of.feroc the
5-acre site v,tilch later \^as chosen, along with 030,000 In cash towers s
fund to conctruct t:;e necessary buildlngE,
The County Board of Surervlsors and various civic organizations in
the district gsve assietance, as did iliil.D, Swing, then Congressraan,
Follov;ing selection of the Fontana site, the building contract was
awarded to Harry L. Larsen, local resident. An excellently attractive
office-adnlrdstration structure, reception room, laboratory rooms a.rd also
a resident caretaker cottage with all equipment were housed amid a 5-scra
citrus grove on Cypress Street, Just north of the Pacific Electric tracks,
dedication ceremonies conducted in ferch, 1923, were largely
attended by officials of the Federal,State & County OovemmentB, along
with leading rabbit breeders and many prominent newspaper publishers took
part,
TheUnited States Oovemment took possession and established it as a
research and experiment service organization, This station was the first
and only £f it*s kind, built in the United States, an vras malntaM^d by
the Bureau of ArJLmal Industry in the Department of Agriculture,
D. Monroe Green was the first director of the station.
Several persons conducted affairs rartalnlng to raising, breeding,
and feeding rabbits. Besides tlie director, there was a patxiologist and
bacteriologist for the laboratory & office workers,
Mr. George Templeton becarae director in March, 193^» His definite
values here issued froz; tliis governiaent institution and probably the
greatest advance has been along f e line of rabbit nutrition w*nlck has
reached e standard nosltion of producing 1 pound of meat for 3 pounds of
feed, ihls com© sbout after years of experimentation with foods and the
result has been t^ at it has added to the profit side of raising rabbits.

V!
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-.vorl: of t'-e Rtatlon doveloped Imnroved methods for producln^^
rabbits

meat,far and wool of fine ausJ.ity, Rescarcli studies auc

e>" erircnts were conducted in nutrition, feedinft and parasitic disease'
Eometlnes Irvolvirr 1,000 to 1,200 rabbits at one tine. The results of the
studies were v^ritten

and published in frovernment pamelets and publica

tions for nntloiLal and international distribution, Alten/tlon was also
paid to discover the best breeding and errowing conditions, better manage
ment practices and the use of the most Improved equipment.
The Station housed AOO rabbits In tlie quarantine house, H'le yearly
experimentation required over 4,000 rabbits. All rabbit equipment A build
ings were strictly sanltory with water of good quality available.
During V/orld War II, ’'Life** Magazine had a 2-page spread on the
station. Due to the article 46,000 inquiries came In, On the average, 2,500
to 3,000 visitors a year, plus a large correspondence with the growers all
over the United States and foreign countries,
Mr, Templeton recalls an account when fir. Killer’s prodigious
memory and a capacity for detailed information. It seems that back in 19?6
the station had a record-breaking doe (Records ere broken in terms of
pounds of fryers produced yearly), 5 or 6 years later I'r. I'lller droppes in
one morning for a visit and carairdly inquired, ”By the vaiy, Tenrleton, have
you had another doe that could out-r;roduce old'w-737',

i

In 1965, the Station

declared surplus by the Federal vlcvemr.cnt.

Dr, Robert Caeady, was director at the tine. Ihe City of Fontana acquired
the Station for use as a Recreation Center and Senior CltIren's racllity,
(Now called Josephine Knopf Senior Citizen's Center.)
The main buildln- as been enlarged, 2 sections walled In and the
tile roof was just roelaced.

remains of the experlmentn] bulldirv’s are

r
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ctlll

4.

rtrnclrLr , beJir: ur-c-d Tor rtorr' r b.- ^or-:? <?• ^xcrcr.tlc^'. Fc -art.:?r*^.

:bc Ctrct^ksr'p cotta-& Is etm 1:: use todry.
T!;1q Cpr.'lej was tks only one built in the United States. It is
worth navlna for f\:ture -cneratlons to ree. The Cor.nlex cou2.d bo uaed for
ectlvltles, by all.

/^nyoiiO w^tl. Inforrctior ae to v;orkerc, directors, aiiy history of
riabbltrj, please write

me.

1
June 21, 1982
Article for Saturday:

The month of June is growing to e close, as Is the
Fontana Historical Month and Its 70th Anniversary of Dedication; the
Cltlsens of Fontana have shown.their interest for the Heritage and
History of their City, X, as a member of the Fontana Historical Society
and chairman of the Camp #1 Ranch House, and Researcher for the
Society, would like to thank you all for your interst in your History*
There is one Historical Building that I haven't iMntlon€h1 yet this month, and I will do so this week at the close of the month
The building Is the Senior Citizens Hall, Josephine Knopf Center;
previously the main office of the United Statees Sxperimental and Re
search Station (the only each station of its kind in the world). The
site and building, a previous bixllding still remains of the working
station, that is the Slau^ter House. The rest of the buildingswere
destroyed by fire for the sake of a notor-cross, that never developed.
Some of the wood was saved by the Society to be used at the Camp #1,
Ranch House Site*
On May 11th, Z representated the State of California
Historical Board of Commissioners to the Parks & Recreation Commission
of Fontana. At the State Meeting in Sanata Monica in March, the State
asked me to approach the City of Fontana on a matter for the State,
the group to see first would be the Commission, since they over-see
this property. The request was for help to place a plaque on the. site,
«

since it is a State of California Historical Landmark. The state is un
able to raise the money, |998*00, that they usually do for a plaque. '
They asked If we wotild do so. A gentleman from Pomona has come forward
with a Donation for this project* His name is Phil Perretta, a member
of a group of gentleman that erect monuments, historical,

all

over the

;0iffsnica!
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state of Califcrnin,
Tria City Council, last nlg’it at the Cou-icll Meeting,
approprlatod soj^e noncy tb pay the rest of tlie plaque, Ilia group iflll
be putting up the monuinsnt in the late fel.1 or early soring. It \-<lll
take some tfcino to have the plaque aade, I \fill be tolling tho State
of the City's H»lp at t!ie Augunt Meeting In Sacraaenta?' that I will be
attending, viille on vacation.
The site la #950 in the State of California Landiaark Book.
It was started in V*arch, 1923 and renalned open till Juunj, 1965, Oie
Station holpod the fledging rabbit lirluatry of Callforiila to raise to
a prpper placo In the Induntry.
Hia caretakers homo still stands to tlio nortli of tho
Oonter, VCien you get a chance, drop by and soo tie site. 'Kia office
building has changod little, ^ust a fev rlnor Cifferanees, Josephine
har taken great care of the Center. Sir roof had Ito tile changed last
year and thers ^fas graAt money for repairs and a van two months ago,
I would like to thank tho City Council for their help on
tlie plaque for the Site that the State requested.
Another piece of arqulpment hae been donated to tiie Ceanp :^1
Mueeum alte, a hay rako by Harold Cravrford, a lor*g tt:uo resident of
Fontana, of Cron-rfords Druv Store, ’.fe thsii-k him for his donation,
m
3e sure to Join the Society this nonth, membership aontli,
they can u?e your help and you will bo able to keep up on tl:o news of
the History of Fontana In tho articles In the Society Nsv^olotter and
books. Join nov.
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Landmark Statue Designated By the
State of California
Historical Preservation
Commission

\
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City Manager

State of California Preservation Commission
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We wish to advise that at a regular meeting of the City
Council of the City of Fontana, on Tuesday, March 16, 1982
the City Council went on record as supporting John Anicic,
Jjc. in his efforts to have the former U. S. Rabbit Experiment
Station, located on Cypress Avenue, declared a historical
landmark.

1

The Council took official action to support Mr. Anicic's
request and to authorize that a letter be written allowing
this city building to be so designated.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you should have any
questions regarding this action.
Very .truly yours
j ,

I
/
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Mayor
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EDMUND G. MOWN JR., Governor

STATE HISTORICAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
ROST OFFICE BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 93811
(916) 443-8006

June 10, 1982

Mr, John C. Anicic, Jr.
Fontana Historical Society
Post Office Box 426
Fontana, CA 92335
Dear Mr. Anicic:
The State Historical Resources Conmission, sitting in regular session
in Pasadena, on May 7, 1982, considered your application for registra
tion of the United States Rabbit Experimental Station, Fontana, San
Bernardino County. You will be pleased to know that the Commission
recommended registration of this landmark. Landmark No, 950 has been
assigned to this site.
The Commission also recommended allocation of an official bronze
plaque for your site. Unfortunately, all of our plaque monies have
been allocated for the 1981-82 fiscal year. If you would like to
plan a dedication for your landmark, it should be scheduled for
some time after July 1, 1982. Please let me know so that I may
allocate a plaque from the 1982-83 fiscal year for your dedication.
Thank you very much for your continued interest in our state landmark
progrEim.
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THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF

E CLAMPUS VITUS
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

By Order Of 1 i'le' Gray beards
UNOFFICI hL. off I ChL F I arnC 1 aniP roc L arnat i on
F1 ari'ic 1 amP
SUHDflV.. JUNE 3.. 1984
FOHTRHH RhBBIIT STHTION
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THE NOBLE GRAND f-IUHBUG THE RIGHT HONORALBE BILL PEARSON HEREBY PROCLAIHS..
ANNOUNCESIMPRECATES.. & U i HERWISE. SPREADS THE GLORIOUS CLAMPROCLAMATION! ! i i ! ! !
TO WIT- GRAB your RED SHIRT c’: BLACK HAf.' unhitch yer burro and Gil !he wholeFaroily ( tTse- ivus-sis 'fc bTie- youn9uns or other -i-riend.-' a'nd head tor the JuruPia
Hill- Mart in Tudor Re9ional Park out Fontana Way.
The Billy Holconib Chapter ECV
FAMILV Picnic in Fontana, will be Preceded by the dedication of a historical
I'l'iarker in Fontana for California ReSiste-red Historical Landriiark No. 950 (U.S.
ExPerifcental Rabbit StationZ) This will be an attractive "offical" State
landmark Pla94ue donated by the California Historical Conimisstion^DePt. of Parks
•$; R e c r e a t i o n ■■'. 1 h e c o s P o n s e r s are the h o n t a n a H i s t o r i c a I S o c i e t y a n d the City
o f F' o Ti t a n a.
T h e r e 9 i s t r a t i o n a P P I i c a t i o n w a s I'n a d e b y J o h n A n i c i c o f t h e F o n t a n a
Histor i ca I Soc i ety, The P r■ oP -sed P I aT ue word i n9 was coniP osed by Ph i I Porre11a o-f
Billy Holcomb Chapter ECV.
The Rabbit Station was. the first & only Federal R-abbit research -station in
the U.S.
It w.as oPer-ated form M-arch 1928 to -June 196-0 by the U>S> DePt. of
A9riculture.- Eure-au. of Animal Industry.
It developed better methods for
Producin9 rabbits & teachin9 them to multiply with hi9h Bulity meat & fur coat-s.
The current Font-an Sr. Citizens F.acility consists of remodeled buldin9s of the
oId U. S- Rabbi t Stat ion.
D e c d e c -a t i o n T i m e ^ 11 A M S U H D A V J u n e 31984.
Deed i cat ion Place: Senior Citizens Community Center.- Cypress Ave & Sevillle
Ave.in Fontana.
Hosted by The Fontana Historical Societyand The Fontana Parks -fc Recreation
Department and The Billy Holcomb Chapter of E ClamPu-s Vitus.
Pinic time: Noon.- Sunday -June 3.

1984

Finic Place: .JuruPia Hi 11-Mar tin Tudor Park (A Fontana City Park), on
of Sierra Way.- 1 1/2 miles south of sierra Ave off-ramP of Interstate
may a I-so be re-ached from Pomon-a Fwy OBt-ate route 69 > via Valley W-ay
north < becomes Armstrony Ro-ad> to Sierra Ave. ---Left turn and you'‘I I
Bill f'e-arson.-

ihe Humbu9

Food: Hamber-9ers -& Hotdo9s and the fix ins. Potato Salad.
refreshments.
Cost: $4:00 Per Clamper -S: $1:00 Per family member.
There is a small enterence fee Per auto
charged by the Park <1 or 2 dollars!:'.
SEE MHFCmMm ^ WifdtM y HtmUno*
Ructumus Secundum Retromandibularis Humerus
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DEDICATION
olthe
HISTORICAL MARKER
for the Site of the
U.S. RABBIT EXPERIMENTAL STATION
JUNES, 1984
In March, 1928, the Federal Goverrunent established the first and only Experimental
Station in the United States devoted solely to research of the breeding and raising of
rabbits. On a five-acre parcel of land donated by A.B. Miller of Fontana, the Station
successfully jpioneered new techniques of rabbit care and breeding until 1965. At that
time, the City of Fontana acquired the property for use as a senior citizen facility.

California Begistered
Historical Landmark No. 950
The plaque is placed by the State Department of Parks and Recreation in cooperation
with the Fontana fSstoricalSoceity, City of Fontana, and Billy HcJconab Chapter E.C.V.,
June 3, 1984.

;

^&n/sn5

DEDICATION PROGRAM
11:00 a.m.

JUNE 3, 19«4

Introduction of Guests and Brief talk,..... John Charles AniciCi Jr,
Prayer........................................ Charles Koenler, Mayor
•pro-Tem of i>'ontana
a'l&s Raising......................... ......... Veterans of foreign
Wars, Post ^C>S'63
Honor Guard

5
Message from City of Fontana Mayor,.........Nathan Simon
Message from State of California,
Historical Preservation Commission
Member............................... Nadine Hata, Ms,
Bringing of City of Fontana ,
Key to the City, by a Fontana Girl...Miss

Slimmer

Campbell

Presentation of Key to City oy Mayor
to Ms, Naaine Hata.................. Nathan Simon
Message from Billy Holcomb Chapter
E Clampus Vitus..................... .Phil Porr^tta

I

Message from San Bernardino County
Museum Association and
State Historical Representative
Region 7............................. Dr, Gerald Smith,
Past Director of the San
Bernardino Co. Mtiseum
Message from Fontana Historical Society
PresldenJ;........................ ....John C, Anicic, Sr,
Description of the Landmark Plaque
.................................. John Charles Anicic,

Jr,.

Unveiling of thePlaque....................... Special guests
Letterfrom SenatorPete Wilson............... John Charles Anicic,
«

Message from Parks & Recreation Director,.. .Gil Meachtim
Tour of Rabbi try Office Building and ©rounds
Reception at Raobi>try.
Tours of National Register Camp #1 Ranch House
for those Interested in seeing the Grant Work...

Jr,

June t>t
To our Guests:

This Dedication toaay is possible due to the efforts
of the City of Fontana, ^for their permission to list the property,
and their donation of materials and time); The Fontana Historical
Society, tfor the writing and research of the Station, and the
listing of said Station with the State of California Historical
Preservation Committee, and the Dedication Ceremony^; and the
Billy Holcomb Chapter of ii; Clampus Vitus, (builders of the monumental
with their labor); and Phil Porretta, U'or donation of materials
for the monument).
This working together of so many for a common cause,
(the Preservation of an Historical Site & Buildings for future
generations to see), is what Historical Preservation is here in
California,

..OUR PAST IS THE BUILDING STONES OF THE FUTURE

What sayeth the
Brethren

Satisfactory!

•ILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

E CLAMPUS VITUS

Rabbit station finally gets its plaque
By JAMES SPECHT
Sun Staff Writer

FONTANA — It could be called
the tale of the hare and the bu
reaucratic tortoise.
Two years after it received a
designation as State Landmark
950, the U.S. Rabbit Research and
Experiment Station in Fontana
has finally received its plaque and
will be dedicated formally at 11
a.m. Sunday.
The small building at 8384 Cy
press, which is now the Josephine
Knopf Senior Citizens Center, was
from 1928 to 1965 the nation’s only
research station devoted to cre
ating a better breed of rabbit.
Recognizing it’s value as a his
torical building, the Fontana His
torical Society in March 1982 ap
plied to the state for landmark
status and received it later that
year, said John Anicic Jr. of the
society.
While it leaped to recognize
the significance of the station, the
state has crawled in providing
money for the actual landmark
plaque, however.
“It’s taken a year and a half to
get the plaque from the state,’’
Anicic said. “We were pretty low
on the list.’’
More problems held up the cer
emony even after the state had
allocated the money for the brass
jg)laque, Anicic said.
t “We got held up a couple of
•weeks because the first casting
came out with a hole in the cen
ter,” he said.
- But the society will be out this
Sunday with state, county and city
officials to place the plaque on a

The U.S. Rabbit Research and Experiment Station
monument near the small build
ing, Anicic said.
The rabbit station was pur
chased by the city in 1965 when
the Bureau of Animal Industry of
the U.S. Department of Agricul
ture closed the research station
and the land was declared surplus.
Between 2,500 and 3,000 per
sons a year had visited the experi
ment station, observing new de
velopments in the commercial
raising of rabbits for fur and
meat.
According to historical society
records, a number of Fontana res
idents began raising rabbits for
their fur and food value in the
1920s. 'The rabbit breeding busi
ness was particularly attractive as
a pension supplement to older, re
tired residents.
A local society of rabbit breed

ers, organized in 1927, learned
that the U.S. government might
build a rabbit research center in
Southern California and success
fully lobbied to bring it to Fonta
na.
Experiments on up to 1,200
rabbits at a time at the station and
field work around the country de
veloped research on methods of
rabbit raising, rabbit diseases, nu
trition and feeding, breeding and
rabbit products, Robert B. Cassady, the station’s last superinten
dent, wrote in 1962.
Research produced such var
ied results as showing the nutri
tive value of rabbit meat, finding
causes and cures for various rab
bit diseases and the use of earth
worms as naturai disposals for
rabbit waste, Cassady wrote in a
USDA report.
The government gave up the

Education
(Continued from B-1)

centers shifting to the Sunbelt
and Pacific states, public schools
are experiencing a rapid increase
in the number of enroiled minori
ty students, particularly Hispanics, he said.
That trend is likely to continue
through the year 2(KK), Hodgkinson said, because the average age
of Hispanics is 22, while whites
and blacks average 31 and 24
years of age, respectively.
But while minorities already
make up 55 percent of the enroll
ment in American public schools,
they are still being denied ad
equate access at the coilege and
university level, he said.
Unless the situation changes, it
will be bad news for everybody,
in Fontana in 1930.
not just minority youths, he said.
“If the univerity is irrelevent
station when it decided to end re-, to 55
percent of the youth, it’s not
search on raising fur-bearing anithe youth who are in trouble, it’s
mais, Casady said in 1965.
the universities,” Hodgkinson
Anicic said lack of time for the said.
volunteer members of the society"
It’s also trouble for America’s
is ali that has prevented them older population, because unedu
from seeking a national historical- cated youths mean a weaker work
landmark status for the rabbit sta force — and even less money for
tion.
an already strained Social Securi
“We just have to get it in to ty system.
them,” Anicic said. “Since theji
“The whites in this room won’t
ran it, they’ll probably jump at it.
be able to retire,” he told the audi

ence.
“Therefore, if minorities do
well, whites ought to cheer,” he
added.
Hodgkinson also suggested
that schools think twice about
placing too heavy an emphasis on
high tech training, saying “people
need other skills.”
Even though it is the fastest
growing job field nationwide,
there will be only one new high
tech job for every six that are not,
such as sales clerk and secretarial
work.
“High tech will become a larg
er part of our lives,” he said. “It’s
just for the larger percentage of
the work force, all this is irrele^
vant.”
Hodgkinson also dismissed the
notion that schools are not teach
ing as well as they once did, argu
ing that the educational system
has to teach a far more populous
and ethnically diverse group of
students today than it did years
ago.
The educational system, he
said, “has just been astonishing in
what its done.”
“We are now achieving with 75
percent of the population almost
the level we did with 10 percent in
1910,” he said.

B^tudyin^oipes, scientists
have been able to identify el
ements in the sun’s atmosphere
before they have been isolated on
earth.
In 1868, for example, helium
was discovered in the corona, a
glimmering shroud that can be
seen around the sun during a total
solar eclipse. Helium was not dis
covered on earth until 27 years
later.
Scientists were able to test Al
bert Einstein’s theory of relativity
in 1919 by studying the curvature
in the path of star light being bent
by the sun’s mass, Cunningham
said.
“A total solar eclipse is the one
time that you get a chance to look
at the outer atmosphere of the
sun,” he said.
Besides the scientific discove
ries, the mystical and religious el
ements attached to solar eclipses
throughout history have provided
historians with important infor
mation, Cunningham said.
The oldest recordings of
eclipses date back to 1361 B.C. (for
the moon) and 1217 B.C. (for the

sun) and were described by in
scriptions on ancient oracle bones.
A solar eclipse in 585 B.C, is
said to have had the power to end
a battle between the Lydians and
the Medes. The eclipse was sup
posed to have been predicted by
Thales of Miletus. Cunningham
said the truth of the legend may
be suspect, but “we do know the
battle was terminated because of
the solar eclipse.”
The ability to predict solar
eclipses has been possible for 2,000
years using the saros — an 16-year
cycle method, Cunningham said.
“Failure to predict eclipses by
court astrologers is supposed to
have led to their death in China
during the early dynasties,” he
said.
The scientific study of the
sun’s surface was given a boost in
1973 when scientists used the Con
corde supersonic jet to observe
the totality of an eclipse for 74
minutes. Without the jet, which
travels faster than the speed of
sound, the total eclipse would
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have been gone in 7 minutes and 4
seconds.
Cunningham said the space
shuttle will add a new dimension
to the study of lunar and solar dymanics.
“From the earth, we see the
heavens through a very dirty win
dow,” he said. “So we need to get
outside to get a really clear look.”
Southern Californians will get
their next chance to view a solar
eclipse in seven years.
“The next time we will be able
to see a solar eclipse will July 11,
1991,” said Jeff Greb, museum
guide at the Griffith Observatory
in Los Angeles.
On January 4, 1992, Southern
Californians will be treated to a
sunset eclipse with a ring around
the moon, he said.
“We’ll be the only place on the
I continental United States to be
(able to see” the annulus, said
' Greb. “For us the sun will be seU
(ting at the time it is at its maxi
mum.”

Jand^ from Perth drew an ovation
with a medley of “Waltzing Matil
da” and “Yankee Doodle.”
Kevin Blandford, the “son” of
the Blandford’s & Son’s store and
pipe major of the Monarch of the
Glen, wasn’t able to help Leah be
cause he had played at a wedding
the night before and the organist
had invited him to play early Sun
day evening during a Memorial
weekend service in the nearby
Crystal Cathedral.
Their organ and bagpipe duet
was the hymn “Hyfrydol,” one of
those Kevin’s band had played a
Sunday earlier for the Kirkin’ o’
the Tartan at Trinity Episcopal
Church.
One final note from the games
— Kirsten Munro of San Bernardi
no earned a pair of sixth places in
the highly competitive Western
Regional Highland dancing class
for dancers 15 and younger.
And one last note on the
world’s smallness. The Blandfords
encountered the Alexanders at a
gas station and led them onto the
freeway. Guess that counts for
points on world friendliness, too.

faimlyTnight be broken apart. ’
However, the San Bernardino
officials said that if the parents of
a victim cooperate, families often
can be rehabilitated and reunited.
“By far, the majority of fami
lies are reconciled with proper in
tervention,” Morales said. “With
out it, it’s a disaster waiting to
occur.”
He described what he called an
“ideal” case in which a prominent
family man was revealed to CPS
and law enforcement officials as
the molester of his two daughters.
The offender was arrested,
placed on probation and ordered
by the juvenile court to meet cer
tain conditions.
The father had to leave the
home and visit his children only
under the supervision of a social
worker.
While gone from the home, the
father was yery cooperative in
agreeing to attend psychotherapy
as well as going with his family to
meetings of Parents United, a selfhelp group for families involved
in child sexual abuse.
After eight months, a psycho
therapist, probation officer, social

fear it will destroy the family and
cases are most often reported by a
third party, CPS workers urge
mothers and older victims to con
tact CPS or the nearest police
agency themselves.
Morales said he wants to let
victims know that “there wilt be
people who will stand by you,” in
cluding an attorney whose sole
dutyis to represent the child.
“If you don’t report (abuse),
things will get worse,” Morales
said. “There is help and there is
hope.”
In addition to local law en
forcement agencies and the coun
ty Department of Public Social
Services, abuse victims or con
cerned citizens can call CPS’ 24hour child abuse hotline at (714)
383-1221.
A trained social worker will an
swer the line and will accept col
lect calls.
Also, Parents United groups
meet in San Bernardino, Ontario
and Victorville and can be con
tacted through the Family Service
Agency, (714) 886-6502. High Desert
residents should call (619) 245-6445.
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Everyone urged to report any
suspected cases of child abuse
By ERIN KELLY
Sun Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — Sexual
abuse of children is on the rise in
San Bernardino County, and so
cial workers are urging concerned
citizens and family members to re
port the crimes so victims can be
protected.
“Without proper intervention,
the emotional scars that sexual
abuse leaves on children may be
lifelong,” said Bob Morales, intake
supervisor for the San Bernardino
office of Child Protective Serv
ices, part of the county Depart
ment of Public Social Services.
Margaret Green, the CPS pro
gram manager in San Bernardino,
said statistics for the 1982-83 fiscal
year show that 585 cases of child
sexual abuse were reported
throughout the county — an in
crease of 26 percent from the pre
vious year.
Although the 1983-84 fiscal
year has not ended, 876 sexual
abuse cases already have been re-

Mauel
(Continued from B-1)
grandstand, which was packed
with spectators, the two-ne

ported. Green said.
And Morales said that many
more cases go unreported.
The figures that do exist re
flect both an increase in people
reporting the crimes and a rise in
abuse. Morales said.
“We’re living in a much more
permissive society as evidenced
by the expansion of kiddie porn
and child prostitution,” Morales
said. “Children in our commu
nities are not valued enough as
people.”
Asked to comment on a Los
Angeles Times syndicated series
on child abuse printed in The Sun
this week, the social workers
agreed that children who do try to
inform adults about the abuse are
almost always telling the truth.
“In the last five years, I can
remember only two children out
of thousands who had made up a
story,” Morales said.
The real problem, the CPS offi
cials said, is that children are of
ten afraid to tell about abuse.
“Older children especially fear
the effect it will have on their
family if they tell,” said social
service worker Margot Lowell,
who investigates child abuse
cases.
“They recognize that they may
have to leave their home, that the

worker and members of Parents
United all told the court they be
lieved the offender would no long
er pose a threat to his daughters.
“They (the family members)
were reunited and function better
than ever before,” Morales said.
But cases don’t always turn out
so well.
Green recalled several times
when the father of a family den
ied the molestation and the moth
er refused to believe the child.
Such cases get to the point
where other family members
won’t evenb talk to the child, he
said, isolating the child from the
family so the child is “doubly vic
timized.”
In those types of cases, the
child is usually removed from the
home and sent to live with rela
tives or other responsible guardi
ans, Green said.
Divorce is a common outcome
of sexual abuse cases, he said.
“For rehabilitation to work,
the offender must ultimately ...
admit responsibility,” Morales
said. “It’s short-sighted to think
the problem will go away without
outside intervention. There must
be the clout of a court to get peo
ple to change.”
Although relatives or friends
of the victim’s family avoid re-

This building, now housing Fontana’s Josephine
Knopf Senior Citizens Center, 8384 Cypress Ave.,

was the federal Rabbit Research Station from 1928
until 1965.

ipl;:

Fontana rabbit
farm will finally
get recognition

By MATT CX)KER
The Dally Report
_
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Older folks found the woric
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nia Landmark No. 950.
critters by the time governFrom J92« to 1965, tb. bMeST‘s^5
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The Fontana Historical So
ciety saw that the building
symbolized the area’s earty
roots and applied to the state
in 1982 for landmark status.
It was a year before the

new plaque. Civic leaders will be
at the station in full force Sunday
to dedicate the historic facility.
The ceremonies begin at 11
a.m. Sunday. A reception will be
held in the center following the
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^ L___ »
™
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Fontana farm leaders lob- reaucracy again proved slow;
^bied to get the station and One plaque to be used for the
1920s
offered a five-acre site ceremony was cast with a hole in
the new meat in^
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ine new meat industry in Cab- jags
member John Anidc.
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By Order Of The Braybeards
UNOFFICIAL OFFICAL ANNIVERSARY Celebration
Clamp-Party
SUNDAY, August 30, 1984
SPOONERS RANCH
THE NOBLE GRAND HUMBUG, THE RIGHT HONORALBE BILL PEARSON HEREBY PROCLAIMS,
ANNOUNCES, IMPRECATES, & OTHERWISE SPREADS THE GLORIOUS CLAMPROCLAMATION!!!!!!!
TO WIT: GRAB your RED SHIRT & BLACK HAT, unhitch yer burro and Git to Spooners
Ranch. Leave the Widders & Orphans at home, Stagg Only. The Billy Holcomb
Chapter ECV will celebration the 15th Anniverary of its founding. There will be
Harnbergers with all the fixing & our famous Chili beans. Bring your own Beer or
Booze.
The rub will be $5.00 per person.
Bring prospective PBCs.
On Saturday we need
volunteers to help set up.
Camping space is available for Saturday Night for
those who wish to bring Tents & or RVs.

P.S. There will be a special commenrative pin honoring the founding of our
chapter. The cost will be $5.00 to Clampers only.

Please Reply by Sept 15,

1984

NAME

Amount Submitted:
Call The Humbug OR The Silverspoon if you are going to make it at the last
minute.
Bill the Humbug
(714) 86E-8S45
Mail to George Spooner,
Spooners Ranch
448 North Orange St.
Riverside, Cal. 92501

ANCIENT AND BONOEABLE ORDER Of

CLflMPANNOUNCEMENT
FALL CLPMPOUT PT HPRT

IMPORTPNT STUFF
8/17/84

Preclampout schedule and clampschedule for Old Mining Town of
Hart.
September 5th.: Monthly meeting at Brighams Resturant in Upland at
7;00prn . last change planing for clampout. lets get it together.
September 30th: Paper work and clafiipfee due at
Golddust
Receiver
Hav'rell. Pdd 5 bucks if you are late, and call
Blenn at
(714)
823-0384.
Pre-clampout: Explain to yer pbc exactly what is expected
at the clampout

of

him

Friday , Oct.11th: Beer and chili feed---Kickoff to the official &
unofficial doings at the diggins.
6:00pm chili con carme con beans prepared
by the Damm Fool
doorkeeper & Keeper of the bean pot Frank Sepulveda. Chili
served
until its gone. Cervesa y cola also.
6:01
Errrection of the FFFPrting Pppost.
The mysterious
history of this ancient artifact will be explained by one the the
Graybeards.
6:08 The Humbugs Slippery Gluch Saloon opens.
Come and have
attitude adjusted at this time by Humbug Bill at the diggins.
7:00 Un-off ical
clarnpfire &
liars constest.
limited to sexual prowness & comsurnption of beer.

Subject

your

matter

On Prrival PBC must report to The Hangman. (Tom Nieyman)

Saturday, October 12th:
Breakfast at
7:00Am:
The first
of Tony the cook’s
gourmet
Gastronomical creations of the weekend. Better get
there before
8;25PM or get leftovers.
7:30---- Greybeards Meeting ala fresco
8:30---- PBC Meeting with the Hangman
8:45---- sign up for clamper Olympics with ftndy Hopwood.
9:30---- Cutoff-time for arrival of PBC at
clampsite.
last time for PBC to check in with Hangman. ---OVER---

First

and

PBC

,toss.

lubrication

after

10:00---- Clamperolympics Games begin. PBC parade ,
Followed by Horseshoes, and other fun things to do.
First Tour of Soda Springs

&

10:30---Sraybeards meeting the PBC’s.
10:A0---PBC Meeting
for
meetting the Graybeards.

indoctrination

11:00---Most PBC Free Until the Hangman

and

wants

you

back.(3 ;00PM)

3:30---- PBC Entertainment of the brethern.
5:30----- Dinner is served at
our Mi11ionDollar
Chuck Wagon. It is steak with all the fixins.

rolling

7:00PM---Clampfire and historical talk by chapter Historians
Sunday, May 6,----- last day of clampout.
6:00---PBC Up & at them for cooking breakfast & clean up.
7:00PM---Sunday Breakfast with all the fixins.
9;30PM----Initiation of PBC into ECV.
10:30PM; Clean up of Clampsite:
11;00PM---Dedication of of Plaque at Hart.
Head for Home

gormet

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER
E CLAMPUS VITUS
Fall 1984 Clampout

MINING TOWN OP HART
Gold was discovered In the nearby Castle Mountains
In December 190? by Jim Hart and the Hitt brothers,
Bert and Clark, The town of Hart quickly sprang up.
Its five hotels and eight saloons served a population
of about 400. The relatively quiet town had neither
a church nor a school. Hart had Its own newspaper
during 1908-1909. The nearest rail connection was
miles northwest at the siding of Hitt. The mines
played out after ten years and the town was deserted.
Plaque and base provided by Billy Holcomb Chapter of
the Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus
In cooperation with the BiJreau of Land Management.
October 14, 1984

Dedication of Historical Marker
for
Ghost Town of Hart, California
Historical Site
Slxty-Nlne Miles East of Baker, California
via
1-15, Nipton Road, Ivanpah Road, and Hart Mine Road

October l4, 1984

1

HART
After the fabulous mining strikes In west-central Neva.da during
the 1860-70 Comstock period, western mining activity subsided.

Then

In 1900 a few golden flakes were discovered at Tonopah, Nevada, and
the stampede was on.

Pour years later, a few miles south of Tonopah,

a new strike put the town of Goldfield, Nevada, on the map.

Goldfield

became the site of one of the West's largest gold deposits.
Intensive prospecting In the region continued.

In 1905 Shorty

Harris, "a single blanket Jackass prospector” (that's the epitaph
on his tombstone In Death Valley), discovered gold in the Bullfrog
Hills.

His find triggered the boom of Rhyolite, Nevada, to a

population of 12,000 In 190? and the flurry of prospecting throughout
the desert.
Jim Hart was one of the hopefuls searching through the desert.
He had been prospecting at Goldfield, apparently without much luck.
But with his partners, the Hitt brothers, Bert and Clark, he finally
hit pay dirt assaying at $2,200 per ton.

The time was December 1907;

the place was the Castle Mountains of California within five miles
of the Nevada border.
Hart's discovery vein was named the Oro Belle Mine.

Apparently

another associate. Mack Foster, helped with the mining.
George Poster had been a broker at Goldfield.

With Will Foster

as assistant, he laid out the townslte of Hart at the foot of the
gold-bearing mountains to receive an onrush of hopefias.

In spite

of a severe national economic depression, they successfully promoted
the town and Its mines.

2

The Needles “Eye" reported the immediate attraction of Hart:
"Many people have left Needles and Searchlight in automobiles,
buggies, and wagons, and on bicycles and burros."

At the end of

January of 1908, the new Hart "Enterprise" reported the new town's
speedy progress; "A hundred tents are scattered about, and the
number is fast Increasing.

Where two weeks ago the eye beheld

nothing but Joshuas and cacti the mountain side teems with life
and progress."
By May of 1908 Hart was bustling with 400 residents and many
buildings.

By July the structures included two 2-story hotels

(the Norton House and the Martin House), a one-story rooming house
(the Old Star), two other hotels, a general store (Brown

&

Gosney

Co,), two groceries (Funk's and Buckler's), a bakery-restaurant
(Messmer's), a book store (Ames'), a newspaper office (Flanagan's
"Enterprise"), a real estate office
offices (M.L. Cook's and Stone

&

(Foster's), two surveyor

Brown's), a hardware store

(Smith, McCarthy & Bradley's), a lumber yard, a drug store,
a candy store, and eight saloons (the Aggulre, the Northern Club,
the Arlington Club, Honest John's, and the Hart

&

Hitt are names

that have been passed down to us).
Such a nearly complete town for a mining camp was unusual.
About all that Hart lacked was a church, a school, and a tank.
Utilities Included a post office, phone and telegraph lines,
stage service to Searchlight, and a 4-mlle water line to Malapals
Springs.

The Norton House (with furnishings described as "first class")
had a dining room and a bar.
Its lobby.

The Martin House had a pool hall within

The Old Star had curtains as partitions between beds.

Brown & Gosney, the general store. Included a post office.
general store also seiwed as the unofficial town hall.

The

The store

manager, Milton Munday, served as postmaster and justice of the peace.
Harry McCallum headed the town's Business Men's League, formed
to enforce law-and-order.

After some preliminary gunplay, the

League generally succeeded In keeping the town quiet and safe.
McCallum did much In promoting the town.
The two largest mines near the town were the Oro Belle and
the Big Chief, both owned by Jim Hart and Bert Hitt.

They and

Harry McCallum were part owners of the Hart Consolidated Mine.
The Big Chief had a 10-stamp mill and Its operators also ran the
nearby Jumbo Mine.
success.

Another Hart mine, the Twin Peaks, met little

Smaller mines were the Florence, Flyer, Piute Belle,

Todd Hunter, and Zlncaraffe,
a few Inches wide.

Hart's gold veins remained only

Their disappointing production of high grade

ore probably netted losses to their owners.
Ten miles west of Hart was the small rail center and ranch
community of Barnwell.

Today the large OX Cattle Company has Its

headquarters about seven miles south of the site of Barnwell,
Five miles northwest of Barnwell was the mining camp of Vanderbilt,
named for the fabiaously wealthy Vanderbilt family of the east.

Hart’s nearest rail connection was

3^

miles northwest at the

siding of Hitt on the new (1907) Barnwell & Searchlight Railway,
a subsidiary of Santa Fe«

The B&S was a 23*22-mile connecting link

between Barnwell and the mining town of Searchlight, Nevada.

In

1893 the Nevada Southern Railway had connected Barnwell (then called
Manvel) to Goffs and the Santa Fe main line.

In 1895 the newly-formed

California Eastern Railway took over the bankrupt Nevada Southern.
In 1902 the Santa Fe purchased the Califomla Eastern (and changed
the name of Manvel to Barnwell)•
The railroad agent at Hitt, H.J. Young, had a two—cylinder
automobile.

He doubled as mall carrier between Hitt and Hart.

Before railroad mall service, George Atterson brought the mall
In from Barnwell by stage.
gapt never had a school but Barnwell did.

One year, three

gart boys, aged 10, 11, and 12, walked to Barnwell every Sunday
afternoon before a school week.

At Barnwell, the trio lived by

themselves in a cabin, cooking their own food and going to school.
They washed dishes as infrequently as possible.
from vacant cabins until there were none left.
them all.

They used dishes
Then they washed

On Friday afternoon they walked back to their families

in Hart.

One of the three boys was John Snorf who in 1956 lived In
Las Vegas, Nevada.

He told his remembrances of Hart to Burr Belden,

past Historian of Billy Holcomb Chapter.

Belden then wrote a long

article on Hart in the San Bernardino Sun-Telegram of September 30,
1956.

■s
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Hart’s foior-page weekly newspaper, the "Enterprise”, was edited
It had moved from Searchlight to Hart In 1908

by J.B. Flanagan.

but left Hart In 1909 when the mines began to decline.
In 1910 Hart’s real estate agents, brothers George and Will
Foster, bought a big touring car in Los Angeles and drove it to
Hart.

In those days that was a 9-day drive via the best route

(mostly old wagon roads).

The car was a big hit in Hart as the

locals were treated to bumpy rides at 10 to 15 miles per hour.
In January 191I a big fire destroyed much of Hart.

There

were only a few barrels of water in town, so the fire just burned
itself out.

After the fire a water pipe to Barnwell was installed.

When the surface pipe line froze in winter, water was brought in
by wagon or pack animal from French’s Spring, six miles away.
This impure water often needed to be filtered through a cloth
before being used.
Hart’s water problem was finally solved when the Oro Belle Mine
struck water at 8OO feet.
1912.

A 50,000-gallon tank held the water in

But by then Hart’s population had dwindled drastically.
Hart had a five-grave cemetery.

natural causes.

One was a suicide.

Two of the deaths were from
One was a shooting victim.

The last was a mine accident victim, the father of John Snorf,
John was one of the boys who walked to school at Barnwell,
The shooting victim was involved in a love triangle.

In 1913

Charlie Lamb and Bob Yancy were rivals for a woman who had a house
in Barnwell.

When she left on a trip to visit relatives, Yancy

saw her off on the train.

She gave him her house key and told him

to keep an eye on the property.

6

Yancy was living in Barnwell but soon moved to Hart.

Meanwhile,

Lamb, who lived in Hart, went to Barnwell for temporary work.
intended to reside in the woman’s house while she was away.
met Yancy at Judge Munday’s general store in Hart.

Lamb
Lamb

When Yancy refused

to give Lamb the house key. Lamb whipped out his shooting iron and
blasted Yancy.

Lamb quickly remorsed and walked the 3^ miles to the

railroad station at Hitt where he begged a doctor on the train from
Searchlight to save Yancy*s life.

Lamb boarded the train to Goffs

where he wired the sheriff in San Bernardino to give himself up.
Unfortiinately, Yancy died anyway.

Lamb pleaded a grief-stricken

’’guilty” and was given only a one-to-flve year sentence.
As Hart's mines failed to produce, the tovrn's days were numbered.
In 1915 the post office closed.

By 1918 the general store had closed.

A 1919 report described Hart as deserted.

Washouts in 1923 gave the

Santa Pe an excuse to abandon the financially unsoimd Barnwell &
Searchlight rail service.

Although clay was found near Hart in the

1920s and worked somewhat successf\illy. Hart remained a ghost town.
Hart was a typical mining camp bom with dreams that did not come
true.
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Text written by Phil Porretta

BY ORDER OF THE GRPYBEftRDS
UNOFFICIAL OFFICAL CLAMPPROCLANTION
SPRING CLAMPOUT
October, l£th, 13th & lAth 19S4
HART MINING TOWN-Joirit Ciarnpo'.it with the Low Hung Whang Chapter #8
THE NOBLE GRAND HUMBUG, THE RIGHT HQN0RAL3E BI:_L PEARSON HEREBY
PROCLAIMS, ANNOUNCES, IMPRECATES, &• OTHERWISE SPREADS THE GLORIOUS
CLAMPROCLAMATION! !!!!!!
TO WIT: GRAB your RED SHIRT & BLACK HAT,
unhitch yer Durro and
head for the high dessert out Ivanpah way. It is CLAMPOUT time at
Hart. Leave yer worries,
the widder &• orphans at
home.
The
SIipperyGulch Saloon opens at 6:00PM or maybe sooner on Friday,
Oct. l£th, due to the noble generosity of Humbug Bill.
Also
fortify yerselves with chili con came caliente by the Damm Fool
Doorkeeper Frank Sepulveda.
The cookcrew , lead
by Tony & the
Chefs, will serve up new gormet
delights for the usually two
breakfast & the wonderful
& delightsome Saturday night
Steak
dinner.
"How much is the ruta?"you might ask. It is only
shirt and $35 for
the lowlife PBC. A bargain at twice the price.

$25

fe?

red

Mail yer GOLD DUST to the Gold Dust Receiver Glenn Harrel at
Palmetto ave. Bloomington, Cal 92316.

9926

Therefore: Clamper Olympics.
Darts &• Horseshoes fer suprizings
prizes.
A Clampfire & historical gabfest will
be held for yer
entertainment on Saturday Night. On Sunday at 11:00 AM there will
the plaque dedication at
Hart.
This will
be Billy Holcombs
Official Plaque #30.
TO WIT AGAIN: The plaque will commenrnorate the various
events that took place there.
WHEREAS: The clampsite will be located at
Hart. See enclosed Map.

at

t ie

town

Bring Water: This is a dry Camp.
REAFIRMATION OF THE RULES;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

NO GUNS Or OTHER FIREARMS
NO EXPOSIVES OF ANY TY^'E.
NO FIREWORKS
NO Widders or other Ladys.
TELL YOUR PBC ABOUT THESE RULES.
No Newspaper reporters or other journalists.

historical
site

of

Where flS; This a joint clarnpout with The Floating Low Hung Whang
Chapter #8. Memers of Billy Holcomb Chapter will be able to join
Low Hung Whang for $10. You will receive a membership certificate
and a patch,
(Yes there
is a Low Hung Whang Chapter)
The
Clarnpatriarch of the Whangs will be in attendance.
Bill Pearson, NGH.

RSVP Before Oct 1,
Name

1984

Address
City
Phone
Fee Schedule
Mailer Fee (to stay on Mail list) 3.00
Fall Clampout Fee: Includes a patch,

food,

beer,

etc.

Members of Billy Holcomb and members of other Chapters (Add
if Late) $£5.00

$5:00

PBC Fees(includes Master Patch) $35.00
Fee for Good of the order: $5.00
Yes I want to join Low Hung Whang Chapter here is my extra $10.
Make Check Payable to Billy Holcomb Chapter.
Total Amount:
Mail this form with Golddust to: Glenn Hearrell at
Ave, Bloomington, Cal 9£316

99£6

Palmetto

CLAMPflNNOUNCEMENT
FALL CLAMPOUT AT HART

IMPORTANT STUFF
8/17/84

Preclampout schedule and clampschedule for Old Mining Town of
Hart.
September 5th. .■Monthly meeting at Brighams Resturant
7:00pm . last change planing for clampout. lets get it in Upland at
together.
September 30th: Paper work and cl
Golddust
Receiver
Harrell. Add 5 bucks if you are ampfee due at
late, and call
823-0384.
^
Glenn at
(714)
Pre-clarnpout: Explain to yer pbc exactly what
is expected
at the clampout

of

him

Friday , Oct.11th: Beer and chili
feed---Kickoff to the official &
unofficial doings at the diggins.
6:00pm chili con carrne con beans
prepared by the Darnm Fool
doorkeeper «■ Keeper of the bean pot
Frank Sepulveda. Chili
served
until Its gone. Cervesa y cola also
6:01
Errrection of the FFFArting
The mysterious
history of this ancient artifact will Pppost.
be
explained
by one the the
Graybeards.
6:02 The Humbugs Slippery Gluch Saloon opens,
Come and have your
attitude adjusted at this time by Humbug Bill
at the diggins.
7:00 Un—offical
clampfire &
liars constest.
Subject
matter
limited to sexual prowness & comsurnption of beer.
On Arrival PBC must report to The Hangman.(Tom Neyman)
Saturday,

October 12th:

Breakfast at
7:00Am:
The first
of Tony the cook’s
Gast ronomica1 creations of the weekend. Better get
there gourmet
before
8:c.'5AM or get leftovers.
•Greybeards Meeting ala fresco
PBC Meeting with the Hangman
8:45

sign up for clamper Olympics with

9: 30Cut off—time for arrival r-if one
la.t ti.. fo. PBC to

Andy Hopwood.

-»+•
--SSer-!!

10:00---- Clarnperolympics Games begin. PBC parade ,
Followed by Horseshoes, and other fun things to do.
First Tour of Soda Springs

&

PBC

toss.

lubrication

after

10:30---Graybeards meeting the PBC’s.
10:40---PBC Meeting
for
meetting the Graybeards.

indoctrination

11:00---Most PBC Free Until the Hangman

and

wants

you

back.(3: 00PM)

3:30---- PBC Entertainment of the brethern.
5:30----- Dinner is served at our Mi 11ionDollar
Chuck Wagon. It is steak with all the fixins.

rolling

c or met

7:00PM---Clarnpfire and historical talk by chapter Historians.
Sunday, May 6,----- last day of clampout.
6:00---PBC Up & at them for cooking breakfast & clean up.
7:00PM---Sunday Breakfast with all the fixins.
9:30PM----Initiation of PBC into ECV.
10:30PM: Clean up of Clampsite:
11:00PM---Dedication of of Plaque at Hart.
Head for Home:
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PETITION FDR MEMBERSHIP
E Elampus Vitus
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

TO THE GRAND NOBLE RECORDER;

I hereby petition for membership in the Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus.
I certify that I have received my novitiate instruction from my sponsor. Clamper-----------------—___________________________________ and hereby solemnly affirm my belief in th
the Order, “PER CARITATE VIDUARIBUS ORPHANIBUSQUE, SED PRIME VIDUARIBUS,"
and wholeheartedly, without reservation, agree to render SATISFACTORY SERVICE at all times.
I further agree to present myself at the E.C.V. Hall of Comparative Ovations at such
time and place designated by the NOBLE GRAND HUMBUG, guaranteeing that I shall
arrive fully etjuipped to negotiate the Chasm of Terror and Despair and to reach the safe haven
of CLAMPERDOM.
As evidence of my good faith, I forward herewith my gold dust ($----------------) in payment
of the initiation fee unusually charged each POOR BLIND CANDIDATE. In return I humbly
beseech you to transmit my Badge of Office which I shall proudly wear when presenting myself
for infamous induction. 1 realize that without this Badge of Office, the Grand Hangman and the
D.tmnfool Doorkeeper cannot permit to enter the Hall of Comparative Ovations.
Be it known, if you are accepted and inducted, that to remain a Clamper you must either
attenrl lach and every Clami>out or send in the re(|uired gold dust for remaining active if you
can t make it. If do not you are no longer a Clamper.
Witness my Hand and Privy Seal

GRAND NOBLE RECORDERS RECORD;
Application received----------------------------------

thisday of------------------ —, 19.

Application approved------- ------------------------Application reject«*d---------------------------------Ritual taken-—--------------------------------------

Illegal Signature

Scroll mailed------------------------------------------TO BE DETACHED ONLY BY GRAND NOBLE RECORDER

FOR P.B.C. TO FILL OUT. PLEASE PRINT.

P.B.C. APTITUDE TEST
(To he fdleti oul by P.B.C.)
CIIKCK
YES

I am a jolly uoo<l fellow ..................................... □
I am interested in California history
O
(State any spec ial field
>
I can draw or cartoon
D
1 can sing...................
□
I enjoy theatrical work
...................... □
I play a musical instrument ...............................□
(State which ....................... ..........
•)
I am willing to help if called upon ................. O
I am not a jolly go^ fellow............................... □

NO

□
O
D
D
□
□
O
□

(For C.N.R I CLAMPERATING--------------

Full name----------------------------------------------------Address--------------------------—------------------------City_____ ^-------------------------------------- Zip Code.
Occupation^_______ —---------------------------------Age.

Place of birth.

HIGHLAND

RANG£

.

DAUWr^
Metal & Woodcrafi,

410 W. 40th St.
San Bernardino, CA 92407
883-7274
€C ^

}

ROM MILLER
2336 N. BROADVIEW AVE
UPLAND CA
91'786

; *

THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF

E CLAMPUS VITUS
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

'alender for 1985

November meeting moved to Stove Pipe Wells, Death Vally. (Un-offical)
November 8 to 11th. Humburg screwed up.
MONTHLY MEETINGS
DECEMBER 5TH , 1 St Wednesday of Month.
January 2nd,
1 st Wednesday of Month.
February 6th,
1 st Wednesday of Month.
March 6th , 1 st Wednesday of Month.
C?S5i|lout^* Wednesday of Month.
May 3rd, 4th & 5th at Wiley's Well (Blythe, Riverside County)
June 5 th. Regular Meeting'.
June 28th, 29th and 30th. Proposed Famclamp at Salton Sea.
July No Meeting.
August 7th Regular Meeting
September 4 Regular Meeting ( Last Meeting before Clampout)
Fall Clampout
October 11th, 12th and 13th Fort Mojave (ON THE RIVER).
November 6th , Regular Meeting.
Serious Shit
1. Watch For New Items in Store, It's going to be better.
2. RSVP Flamclamp by Spring Clampout.
3. Clampount fees are $30 for Members, $40 for PBC
4. ClampCook Trailer Fund: All Donationsfor upgrading the cooktrailer will
be greatly appreciated. The traiVneed^B to be improved for better
handling when being towed and to improve the quality of the meals.
5. Special Note to All Sponeers of PBCS: Please procure a letter from your PBC's
wife or Girl Friend. This letter should be humorous and tell why
the PBC should be admitted into our Order. It will be read at the
clampfire.
What sayth the breathern.
Ken LaCourt Noble Grand Humbug.
Carttat par Vludaa y Huartlnoa
Ructumus Secundum Retromandibularis Humerus

Jll ye ffood

Clampers**

Vi
'<HlK

^

(9^yea^

^S^sumyce^'as/i^Tn^

^li9^^/n:

Marcli 8, 1985

Tu9A£^;

El Rancho Verde Country Club, Ricilto, Cal.
7:30 to ?
$35.00 per couple - advance sale(adv. sale cut-off date Fab. 28)
$40.00 at the door
yourselves, guests, inactive clan^jers and future P.B.C.s

(for+ii
/N

Wiley’s Well

M
ay

3
TO

INDIAN OCCUPATION

5

Although the Chemehuevi Indians (pronounced Chem-e-WAY-vee) are the only local tribe to
migrate into California during the period of recorded history, little is known about them. The
migration of the tribe was prompted by a disturbance caused by the Yumans on whom they may
have bordered. When Garces visited the Colorado River, there were no Chemehuevi below
Eldorado Canyon, and the California shore was in Yuman hands. Soon after, the Yumans and
Mohaves drove the remnants of the Halchidhoma and Kohuana tribes eastward. They then
permitted the friendly Chemehuevi to occupy the river.
When Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives led his
American exploration team up the Colorado
River in 1857, he found Chemehuevi camped
beside the Mohaves on Cottonwood Island
and in the Chemehuevi Valley. They were
on both sides of the river and had established
territory throughout the High and Low
Deserts of California, even into Death Valley
and the Panamint Range.
The area surrounding Wiley’s Well was
clearly within the territory of the Salt Clan of
the Chemihuevi.

THE BRADSHAW TRAIL
During the Civil War, a group of miners discovered placer gold in a gulch on the east side of the
Colorado River, approximately seventy miles north of Fort Yuma. The news of the find spread
immediately to Southern California. A typical gold rush was under way within a very short time,
and a good road to the new diggings became a crying need.
There was already a road from San Bernardino through Cajon Pass to Fort Mohave, and from
that point there was at least a trail that could be followed down along the river to the mines. But on
May 31, the Los Angeles Star announced that “Parties who have left town for the Colorado
placers intending to take a cut-off by way of San Gorgonio Pass, thence on a straight line to the
new diggings have sent word that the new road is in first rate condition and perfectly practicable.”
W. D. Bradshaw, a man well known for adventurous exploits in the state, was one of the first to
make the trip from Los Angeles to the new gold fields. The route he followed became the road that
bore his name.
Excitement in Los Angeles over the placers on the Colorado was intense, and the Star for
June 7 devoted its news columns to rumors and reports coming from them. The next issue
contained an advertisement by Messrs. Warringer and Bradshaw to the effect that a boat would be
running on the river by the middle of the month, and that a large ferry would be put on as soon as
possible. There was also a letter from “Chuckuwalla Camp” that indicated a beginning of
freighting from San Bernardino to the mines by way of the San Gorgonio Pass.
In the matter of water, that eternal problem on the desert in the days of transportation by
animals, the Bradshaw Road, when compared with many other desert roads, was really well

supplied. In only one stretch was the distance between natural watering places as great as thirtyfive miles, and even in that stretch there were points where water could be developed. One had
only to remember the Mormon Road from Salt Lake to San Bernardino, with its terrible pulls
between watering points—one of them a jornada of fifty-five miles—to realize how well watered
the Bradshaw Road was.
The placers on the Colorado, which had led to the opening of this road, were eventually
exhausted. New mining fields were, however, discovered in central Arizona, and the carrying of
supplies to the various military posts in the High Desert created a large amount of freight and
express business for the road during the years to come.

WILEY’S WELL
Wiley’s Well is an historic waterhole which has served prospectors, cattlemen, outlaws, illegal
aliens, Patton’s army and explorers for nearly a century. More recently it has become the base
camp for hundreds of rock collectors who go into the Chuckawalla country to search for the many
varieties of semi-precious stones found over a wide area.
The well was dug by A. P. Wiley, owner of a little outpost store, who was appointed postmaster
at Palo Verde on September 29, 1905, when homesteaders were tracking into the mesquite
jungles of the Palo Verde Valley to file claims on the lands which had not already been acquired by
Thomas Blythe.
Nearly midway between the Chuckawalla and Mule Mountains and at the south side of
Chuckawalla Valley, the well was dug in 1908. A county signpost once stood on th6 road about
fifty feet south of the well, which is on the east bank of a large wash through which a considerable
territory on the south slopes of the Chuckawallas drains into Ford Dry Lake. Along the wash there
is a heavy growth of palo verde and ironwood trees.
J. Smeaton Chase wrote in 1919: “As I was saddling the next morning a prospector chanced
along. He was driving a buckboard with two small mules, and was bound for Blythe, having come
by way of Wiley’s Well. Was I going that way? he asked. I told him Yes. ‘How long rope have you
got?’ he inquired. ‘Forty feet,’ I said, indicating Kaweah’s picket-rope. ‘That won’t do you no good,’
he remarked. ‘It’s sixty foot down to water. If I hadn’t had them two long tie-ropes I’d have starved
when I got there yesterday. Someson of (et cetera) has stolen the rope off the
windlass. I hope he’ll die raving mad for a drop of water right where he can see it, like I might have
done. Roping up’s too good for that kind of dirt.’ ”

ROCK HOUNDING
Within a radius of thirty miles of Wiley’s Well, the rock collectors have, for years, found a score
of deposits which yield good cutting material for their lapidaries, and have given highly descriptive
names to the various localities.
There are the Hauser Beds, where so much excavating has been done in quest of geodes that
the hillsides and ravines have the appearance of an old California placer field. The Potato Patch
which derives its name from the shape of the geodes found there, the Twin Buttes where the
collecting material includes banded agate, red and white fortification vein agate, chalcedony and
also crystalline and drusy chalcedony. Some of the chalcedony
is fluorescent.
The Chuckawalla mineralized area, which includes the
Chuckawalla Mountains, Mule Mountains, Palo Verde Moun
tains, and Black Hills, has been a favorite hunting ground for
collectors for more than fifty years, and yet the surface of this
vast desert jewel box is still yielding good stones to those who
hike beyond known areas. Undoubtedly there is untold wealth
beneath the surface for future generations of collectors. At one
place in the area are geodes weighing several hundred
pounds—so big that no one has yet found what is inside of
them. They are too big for an ordinary lapidary saw.
Now Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus Vitus has visited
the area for a second time, and Wiley’s Well will never be the
same again!

WHAT SAYETH THE BRETHREN?
SATISFACTORY!!!

BY OREER OF TliE GWBE^RDG
^
U>IOFFICIAL OFFICIAL dAWICOA^OTia'I
SPKE:^G CLAKPOLTr
MAY 3rd, 4til and 5tii, 1985
Wiley s Well
THE NOBLE GR?i^ID HIM3UG, THE RiaiT HOTORABIE KENLACOURT HEH23Y PRO
CLAir^S, Ai'C'IOLI'ICES, IJ-PRECMES AND OIHERVISE SPREADS THE GLORIOUS
CLAMPPROCLAWICN.
TO TOT: Grab your RED SHIRT and BLACK HAT, uniiitdi yer burro and
head for tiie high desert out Blythe way. It is CLAt-lPOUr tine,
leave yer worries, tiie widder and orphans at hone. Tne Slippery
Gulcn Saloon opens at 6:00 pm or maybe sooner on Friday May 2nd, di;E
to tiie noble generosity of Hunbug Ken. Also fortify yersalves witii
chili con came caliente by the damn fool, who does it tnis tirre.
The cookcrew, lead by Jim and tiie ciiefs, will serve up new goumet
delicts for tiie us;Sually two breakfast and the wondarful and dpligntscnne Saturday nigiit steak dinner.
"How much is tiie rub?", you migiit ask. It is only $35 fer a red
shirt and $40 fer the lowlife PBC. A bargain at twice tne price.
Mail yer GOID DUST to the GOLD DUST RECEIVER Phil Porretta, 21625
Fairwind Drive, Diamond Bar, Ca. 91765.
Therefore; Claitper Olynpics. Darts and Horseshoes fer surprizings
prizes. A Clampfire and historical Gabfest will be neld for yer en
tertainment on Saturday ni^t. On Sunday at 11:00 am there will be
the plaque dedication at the reststop.
TO WIT AGAIN: The plaque will ocxmemorate tiie various historical
events that took place there.
Bring water; This is a dry canp.
I^LAFIRMATION OF THE RUIES;
1.
2. NO
3.
4. NO
5.
6. NO

NO GU4S OR OTHER FIEEARMS
EXPLOSIVES OF ANY TYPE
NO FIREWORKS
'vVIEOERS OR OTHER LADIES
TELL YOUR PBC ABOUT THESE RULES
NEti/SPAPER FEPORTERS OR OTSffiR JOURNALISTS
Ken laCourt, N.G.H.

Mail this form with Golddust to;

Phil Porretta
21625 Fairwind Drive
Diamcaid Bar, Ca. 91765

PSVP before May 1, 1985
ilame;

x

Address:
City;
Phcxie;
Pee Schedule;
Mailer Pee (to stay cn mailing list) 3.00
Fall Clanpout Pee;

Includes Patdi, food etc..

(Fumisa your avn beer, please.)

Menbers of Billy Holcotrb and otiier Chapters (add $5.00 if late) $35.00
PBC Pees (includes Master Patch)
Pee for GOOD of the order:

$40.00

$5.00

Make dieck payable to Billy Uolccnb Chapter.
Total amount:
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TaPIA ADOBE SITE
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL
LANDMARK NUMBER 36O

On March 3» 1839» Mexico's Governor of
California, Juan Alvarado, granted to Tiburcio
Tapia "the place called Cucamonga." Tapia
had gained the governor's favor through past
military service and public offices held in the
pueblo of Los Angeles.
The Cucamonga tract was about 13,000
acres in size and almost rectangular in shape.
To the east of the tract was Rancho San
Bernardino; to the west was Rancho San Jose
(today's Pomona area). The tract's southern boundary was the San BernardinoLos Angeles Road; the northern boundary was the base of the San Bernardino
Mountains.
Tiburcio Tapia's paternal grandfather, Felipe Santiago Tapia, had been
a Spanish soldier in the 17?6 Anza Expedition from Mexico which founded
San Francisco. Tiburcio's father, Jose Bartolome, was Felipe's eldest son
and had accompanied his father and mother and eight other siblings on the
1776 Anza Expedition. In 1786, Felipe resettled his family in the Cali
fornia pueblo of San Jose. Bartolome was majordomo at San Luis Obispo in
1789, when he married Maria Francisca Villalobos. Tiburcio was born that
same year in Los Angeles.
Tiburcio Tapia became a soldier. He rose to corporal of the Santa
Barbara company. He was Commander of the Guard at Mission Purisima
Concepcion (5O miles northwest of Santa Barbara) in 1824, when with only
four other soldiers he successfully defended the mission against an
Indian attack.
Tiburcio's father, Bartolome Tapia, was granted Rancho Topanga Malibu
Sequit about 1802. When Bartolome died in 1824 the rancho title passed to
his widow, Maria.
After Tiburcio Tapia completed his military service he moved to Los
Angeles, where he became a merchant. California government costs were
funded by a IOO56 duty charge on imported goods. To avoid the expensive
duty charges, smuggling became common. Tiburcio had access to his mother's
Malibu coast for smuggling. At his store on Calle de Las Ninas in Los
Angeles, he sold goods such as brandy, crepe shawls, Chinese silks, and
slippers at popular prices. He made a fortxme1
Tiburcio was the natural father of three children (Rafael, I»laria
Merced, and Jose de la Cruz) and the step-father of two children (Ramon
Duarte and Presentacion Duarte). Apparently he was a widower in I836

(his first wife was an Indian), but by 1844 he had married Tomasa Valdez,
some 30 years his junior, Tiburcio's eldest son, Rafael, was recorded in
the 1836 census as being 13 years old but, curiously, no later information
on him has been found. Tiburcio's youngest son, Jose de la Cruz, died at
age 13, in I853.
Tiburcio was a respected citizen of Los Angeles, twice serving as
alcalde (judge). In 1839 b® was president of the city council,
Tiburcio acquired some stock and needed grazing land. In an appli
cation dated January 23, 1839, he petitioned Governor Juan B. Alvarado
for ownership of the Cucamonga tract. Alvarado officially approved the
Cucamonga grant on March 3» 1839. The grant allowed for ''three (square)
leagues. . . more or less" (l square league = 4,409 acres). But Juan
Leandry, Los Angeles Justice of the Peace and in charge of the Cucamonga^
survey, marked off about seven square leagues. Perhaps Leandry was seeking
favors from Tapia. Anyvray, many litigations and years later. Rancho
Cucamonga was legally set at three square leagues.
The pre-Spanish inhabitants of the Cucamonga area were of the Shoshonean
Indian group. The Spanish sub-categorized the group and the natives at
Cucamonga were classified as Gabrielino ("near iiission San Gaoriel") or
Serrano ("mountain people"), Cucamonga was a border region between the two
groups and probably was occupied by both sub-groups at various times.
The name Cucamonga comes from the Indian word for the region. The
Gabrielino name was Kukumo-nga; the Serrano name was Kukamo-na-t or
Kukumu—nga—bit. The interpretation of the place name has been variously
given as "Sandy Place," "Place of Many Springs," and "Place of the Light
Over the Mountain". One thing is for sure; "nga" is a Shoshonean suffix
meaning "place of",
at least two Indian villages were in the Cucamonga area— one called
Guapiana on San Antonio Creek, and one called Cucamonga by the springs
near Cucamonga Creek just east of Red Hill. Many metates, grinding stones,
arrowheads, and other artifacts have been discovered in the area. The^
Indians likely lived a quiet, peaceful life
—
— — — ■ • - - —-- .
India
in this chaparral region of luxuriant,
shrubby plants.
The natives of the Cucamonga area were
credited as being intelligent and industrious.
In 1839 Tiburcio Tapia employed them to help
build his adobe house, tend to the stock,
and start the plantings. But when the natives
realized that their rich grazing and hunting
grounds were being taken from them, they re
taliated as they retreated to the foothills
and canyons by stealing stock. By 1859 the
natives no longer lived in the area.
The Cucamonga grant of March 3> 1839»

specified that "within a year he (Tapia) shall build a house and it shall
be inhabited." A large fort-like adobe house was soon built. Abel Stearns,
in an affidavit, stated: "(in February 1840) there was a house in the land
(Cucamonga) which Tapia had built and in which his‘overseer (Jose Maria
Valdez) and servants had lived. .
The survey notes of February 28,
1840, mention "where the (Los Angeles-San Bernardino) road crosses the
creek (Cucamonga Creek) in front of the hill (Red Hill) on which the house
is situated. . .".
Tapia’s adobe house was described as "well-built, massive as a for
tress, facing south, with east and west wings and a gateway on the north
side." The roof was covered with tar brought from Rancho La Brea near Los
angeles.
Contrary to some reports the youse was not on the summit of Red Hill
but on the southeastern slope, although on an excellent vantage point. The
site afforded a good prospect of the Los Angeles-San Bernardino traffic and
travelers using the Cajon Pass-Cucamonga diagonal.
Probably Tapia only lived part-time at the rancho. A house in Los
Angeles was a more practical residence for running his important business
in town.
A certificate dated August 23, 1845, recorded the death of Tiburcio
Tapia at his residence in Cucamonga.
Tapia's estate inventory included "12 rows in the mother vineyard of
Tapia's majordomo, Jose Maria Valdez,
is credited with setting these out. This probably was the first large
planting of grapes in Southern California for commercial purposes. The
plants probably were taken from Mission San Gabriel. Wine has been an
important product of the Cucamonga region ever since.

47 vines each at Rancho Cucamonga."

Ramon Duarte apparently lived at Cucamonga after Tapia's death.
looking after the rancho. In
1846 Ramon helped lead the Cali
fornios in holding off General
Kearney's American army at the
Battle of San Pasqual.
In 1847 there was an Indian
raid at Rancho Cucamonga. Thirty
Indians drove away all the horses
in the corrals.
On July 4, 1847, Tapia's
daughter and heir, Merced, married
French settler Leon Victor Prudhomme in the Los Angeles Plaza
Church. They moved into the Tapia
adobe at Rancho Cucamonga,
There is a story that Tapia

buried a chest of gold coins at a
secret location that is still un
known. Even Tapia’s daughter,
Merced, who knew the story, did
not know the treasure's hiding
place. Merced's son, Charles J.
Prudhomme, was a guide at the Los
Angeles City Hall in the 1920's
and told the following eerie tale
to tourists:
"She (Merced) occupied the
room of her father (in the Tapia
adobe at Cucamonga) and one night
she saw a mysterious light moving
across the wall until it stopped
at one particular point. This
vision repeated itself and so dis
Maria Marcad Tapia da Prudhomme
turbed her that her husband, to
prove how foolish was her fancy,
located the spot and plunged his knife into the adobe wall. To his own
surprise it sank into a hollow place. When he thrust in his hand he drew
out a purse containing silver pesos and a scrap of paper with faded lines
and words upon it."
The tale continues on, describing how Merced believed they had dis
covered a key to the hidden treasure chest. But after careful study of
the paper and much search the treasure was not found.
Tapia's Rancho Cucamonga adobe house was on the Old Spanish Trail,
also known as the Santa Fe Trail, used by the forty-niners. Often Tapia's
adobe was the first stop after the long and difficult crossing of the
Mojave Desert. The weary travelers considered Tapia's adobe to be a haven.
Especially popular was the good wine.
The Prudhommes sold Rancho Cucamonga in I858 to John Rains and his wife,
the daughter of Isaac Williams who had owned Rancho del Chino. Tapia's
adobe house on Red Hill was abandoned as Rains soon built a new house just
east of Cucamonga Creek near Red Hill. A short distance south of his new
house. Rains built an adobe winery which has been restored and is now the
Thomas Vineyards Winery. Next to the winery is the old adobe residence used
by I'lr. Dunlap who was in charge of building the Rains winery and enlarging
the vineyards. The winery is California Registered Historical Landmark
Number 490,
From the Thomas Vineyards Winery, the Tapia Adobe Site is half a mile
away, just north of due west. Until recently the adobe site was used as
growing groiinds for Kramer Brothers Nursery. The adobe site is near the
present intersection of Valle Vista Drive and Red Hill Country Club Drive.
A 1928 magazine article reported that "the walls of this building
(Tapia's adobe on Red Hill) long since returned to the earth from which
they came. But the site can still be traced, and bits of brea remain on
the"ground." Undoubtedly the seekers of Tapia's hidden treasure chest.

the ground." Undoubtedly the seekers of Tapia's hidden treasure chest,
who dug and re-dug around the adobe house, helped to cause its early
demise.
In 1939 the Tapia adobe site was owned by Otto Kramer. His approval
to register the historical site allowed the state to officially recognize
the site on May I9, 1939* The Tapia Adobe Site is California Registered
Historical Landmark Number 3^0*
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IN 1839 GOVERNOR JUAN ALVARADO GRANTED THE 13.CC0
ACHE TRACT CALLED CUCAMONGA TO TIBURCIO TAPIA. AN
EX-SOLDIER WHO WAS A PROMIN’ENT MERCHANT AND ALCALDE
IN LOS ANGELES.- A HALF MILE WEST OF THIS MARKER, TAPIA,
EMPLOYING INTIIAN LABORERS. IMMEDIATELY BUILT AN ADOBE
HOUSE ON A VANTAGE POINT ON RED KILL. THE LARGE ADOBE
WAS ABANDO!.TED IN I858 WHEN TAPIA'S HEIRS SOLD TEE
RANCHO. TEE ADOBE SOON DISINTEGRATED INTO ITS NA
TIVE EARTH. THIS MARKER IS LOCATED ON LAND WHICH
ONCE WAS A PART OF TAPIA'S RANCHO.
CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LA!IDMARK NO. 360
PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMEIIT OF PARKS AIT)
RECREATION IN COOPERATION WITH E CLAMPUS VITUS-BILLY
HOLCOMB CHAPTER, RANCHO CUCAMONGA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, SAN EERIvARDINC CO. MUSEUM ASSOCIATION,
AND THOMAS VINEYARDS, JUNE 2. 1985.

£di Coij en^»3uhe
Cl)iv\£o^ ,Cut<xvv\ovt^a^.
l'^©ov\
^0^;ery\a\

Pflurk

ct CoCC“ Grua.S*Li
(^2-/v eVx'Jg

cy\

ArcWit«.\ A

•A K’.W h<5ftU of I“10...Groop oj-e<X

Av.

lojr^e Vd.'fc.

A

ii

UJ

voMitninii wr inwu

(!□

«aA^>ar4. miiA vnn
.JIL.

COUNTY

POMONA

INCORPOMTID artES

OiaimiMl B«

;

J • AUTOM08H.E CLUB OF SOUTHEm CHX

RECREATION

I i

UA

MBU^ITTj

■^N

S2SS«^i,

5, as

» /■0|

i 3

P«F PUYWOUW
UmH PIMUC GOLF COURSE

• IMPIR
^

WaOi FRtVATE/SEM-PRrVATE
JK3 GOU COURSE

*

JUH niBLtC BEACtV

^

SB
0

AUTO RACETRACK/DRAGSTRIP

^ sqaT

PU8LIC SHOOTING RANGE

A BOAT

IMHiliLr
8181 a a

i

u

'j_rfi|jLl

ii
«^y|^oe4-«a

in ! I

ill ^

ST

RANCHO'
,L CUCAMONGA”

"

JflOBUB »»r

ONI KIIOAUTIR IQUALS *3 AUU
COTTRIGHT 9 I9S3
AtTWIORILE CLL'BW SOCTHER

I

TRAVEL PUBLICATIONS DCPARTMil

ST t VtCTOBI* I

I
uoi ^TH nconoA smir
4au
Jw« z, H8{
* »<

m,

-* V«l 5 *T

^LLY

T4iMuM
8* sot

\\0LCOm

pOwClcL^p

|Hist>TicPk^ufc Aeiic«t«6wAlApS
“^ichiC
Gfrt>upAT«A.
u»^e VaX,- ^0ool^Mftvhboft^^fSj h>t i^5, bcavts i'
VtoVi —0,lceVtol>c cIt'wW^
:I
V?K
Jjo»Jco»wb CWt^ejvr
’Foothill

* ^

«

mi ^1 ^ivia pcbViAai Vm

Novtta^

I. Rl* jppi V'Vther C* •

.

0€jer is A\\^o5eA

Kj^l
^
U):i4e<^ ^ £^{IAf€.v\
^.. lX3g ^ya>---

IJlrenu»i«r

-\ tIUM I!

p»>tlc,
S

*1

*i:T»»OOj CT
-C*<OL!Ntl CT
.

9C044I _il

--r;-- .- - -^--^-1-«T----- assess-- II
5\Uk Vbo\cov»\V) OvU^<'‘£CV
V
*
I UZ5 Fair
7^., !

GwstL

1 ■mUMSTOW

ONrAfHO
iMTcnruroNM. [

^

Aiicmto

L__

BILLY HOLCOMB

ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF E CLAMPUS VITUS

FALL TREK ^
OCT. 11th, 12th, & 13th

IRON MOUNTAIN

BILLY HOLCOMB
OFFICIOUS OFFICERS
CLAMPATRIARCH ..................................... BILL PEARSON
NOBLE HUMBUG ....................................... KEN LE COURT
GRAND NOBLE HUMBUG ............... GLENN HEARRELL
GOLD DUST RECEIVER ........................ PHIL PORRETTA
GRAND IMPERTURBABLE HANGMAN . DANNY STARK
DAMNFOOL STOREKEEPER .......... TONY CALABRESE

Iron Mountain Divisional Camp
In the early days of World War II, the largest military training exercise ever undertaken was initiated in the southern
deserts of California and Arizona. The Desert Training Center - California-Arizona Maneuver Area, as it came to be known,
was established for the purpose of conditioning troops and testing military equipment before subjecting them to the rigors
of the battlefield. From 1942 to 1944, close to one million troops of the armed forces conducted large-scale maneuvers
throughout the entire area and cycled through a series of primitive base camps which they established and called “home”
between maneuvers. Of the more than ten camps established as part of the Desert Training Center, Camp Iron Mountain
remains today as one of the most significant and best preserved remnants of this period in our nation’s history.
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A slab now stands where tanks once clanked
Under the leadership of Oen.
(}eorge .S. Patton, the purpose of
DESERT CENTER — Forty the Desert Training Center —
included 11 camps on more
miles north of the last gus station which
than
>0.000
acres of land
in Desert Center, nettr a stretch of in Riverside square
and San Bernardino
two-lane highwtiy that is lined counties
— was to prepare sol
with signs warning of "Drifting
sands" and little else, there is a diers to go to war in North Africa
and Europe.
turnstile.
The empty camps — stripped
It is the entrance to a relief
m;ip of a World War II training of the tents, tanks and men that
once populated them — are fre
center.
(3r. more correctly, the en quented these days mostly by
trance to what is left of a relief desert snakes and jack rabbits.
map of what was once a training
And few men.
center for more than a million
Except on days like yester
men more than -10 years ago.
day.
The Desert Training Center
Yesterday, more than 100
was u.sed by the U. S. Army to members of the Billy Holcomb
train men for armored warfare
(See CA.MPS. Page B-3)
from 19-12 to 19-1-1. .
By WENDY BORBATH
The Press-Enterprise

GREG CROWDER/The Press-Enterprise

Members of the Billy Holcomb Chapter of the Ancient and
Honorable Order of E Clampus Vitus stand at monument.

Camps • . •

1 .

(From Page B-1)
Chapter of the Ancient and Honorable Order of E
Clampus Vitus, a San Bernardino-based historical
society, dedicated a 5 foot 6 inch slab of brass-plated
concrete to the memory of the men and women who
once served In one of the Desert Training Center
camps — the Iron Mountain Divisional Camp.
Not much of the Iron Mountain Divisional Camp
is left. Two stone chapel altars and some stoneoutlined streets and emblems are its only remains —
except, of course, for the relief map.
About 3 miles from the spot where the Billy
Holcomb Chapter members stood along state High
way 62 to dedicate the concrete monument, two
fences — one chain link, the other barbed wire —
protect the rocks, weathered wooden signs and
sandy miniature mountains that make up the relief
map.
The only way to get close to the map is to pass
through the barbed wire fence and stand against the
chain link fence that immediately surrounds it.
And the only way to get through the barbed wire
fence is to pass through its metal turnstile.
Although the relief map and other Desert Train
ing Center remains are not tourist hotspots, mem
bers of the Billy Holcomb Chapter of the historical
society said they hope yesterday’s dedication will
bring attention to the training center and encourage
veterans and other volunteers to help them preserve
the camps.
The California Bureau of Land Management
owns the land but does not have the authority to
rebuild or refurbish the camps, according to Gary
Ryan, BLM chief of resources in Needles.
Instead, the BLM must depend on volunteers
and historical societies to renovate the camps, Ryan
said.
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Members of the Billy Holcomb Chapter of the
Ancient and Honorable Order of E Clampus
Vitus, a San Bernardino historical society,
placed this plaque at ex-training center.
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THE ANCIENT AND HONORABLE ORDER OF

E CLAMPUS VITUS
BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER

1986
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WARNING — All dates, times, and places are
tentative.
All General Meetlmrs and Greybeard Meetings are
to be held at Brigham’s Restaurant In upland
(on Foothill Bl. Just west of San Antonio Av.)
at 7 urn unless notified otherwise.

Jan. B

Greybeard Meeting-

Feb. 5
Vbv. 1

Genersl !'eetlr.~
aldder's right at El Hancho Country Club. Elalto

Mar. 5

General Meeting

Mar. 21-23

RSMORRHDID Trek

Apr. 2

General Meeting

Apr. l6

Greybeard Meeting

Apr. 25-27

trash

Trek

May 2-^

Spring Clampout at Lucerne Valley

June 4

General Meeting

July 2
Aug. 3

General Meeting
FamClamp at Rancho Jurupa County Park, Rubldoux

Auv. 6

General Meeting

Sep. 3

General Meeting

Sep.

Greybeard Meeting

Oct. 10-12

Fall Clampout at Randsburg/Red Mountain

Nov. 5

General Meeting

Dec. 3

General Meeting

Carltas por Vludaa y Huarllnos
Ructumus Secundum Retromandibularis Humerus

BILLY HOLCOMB CHAPTER
PROPOSED CALENDAR OF EVENTS 1986-87
5 Nov — General Meeting* Cucamonga at 7pm
30 No'^ —— Doo—Dah Parade* Pasadena
7 Jan — General Meeting
lA Feb — bidder’s Ni9bt* Clareinnnl or Corona
A Mar ~ General Meeting
27-29 Mar — Hemorrhoid Trek* Camp Rock SprinOs-Camp Ibis
1 Apr — General Meeting
1”3 May

Spring Clampout* Banning

3 Jun — General Meeting
12 JU| — Plaque Dedication* San Jacinto
26 Jul — Fa^ClamP* Yucaipa
5 Aug — General Meeting
■

25ep — General Meeting

9-11 Oct — ^all Clampout* Jensen Ranch
NOTE WELL*

A|| dates* times* and places are
subject to change,

Graybeard meetings are to be scheduled as required.
An informal Graybearq '"eetlng |s to follow each
General meeting*

1986 TRASH Trek
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A special, “Commemorative” TRASH Xll, insulated mug
has been commissioned. This limited-production cup will
be available 1st come, 1 each as long as they last. You
can send in $5 with your registrationvto reserve one and
pick it up with your Trek Guide at the Hart Campsite
when you check in.
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^
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y

~ AD

GRADED DIRT ROAD
MOJAVE ROAD
MILITARY CAMP SITE
on Mojave Road
CAMPGROUND
GAS
WATER
TELEPHONE

II

INFORMATION
EAST M

'A V ; NA r>. *NAL

SCENIC AREA

HOW TO GET THERE (it is a fur piece)
We suggest you get a good, detaited San Bernardino
County map, (AAA, Auto Club of So. Calif., U.S. G.S.,
etc.) find Baker — at the junction of Calif. #127 and 1-15.
Go East to Mountain Pass (LAST chance for GAS —
FILL UP, AND record your mileage!!), then 5 miles East
to Nipton Road, right 3.5 miles to Ivanpah Road, right
again, to the RR tracks — it’s 9.6 miles. (When you cross
it’s Ivanpah — just in case you don’t recognize the city).
S
Keep coming, have faith in the TRASH leader and the
Red ECV signs. It’s 8.2 miles to a left turn, at Barnwell 'dc3^ • «f)ry• *■ A'
Lake
(with 2 occupied-looking houses), then wind about and
up to Hart — a very visible mining site on the range to the
East, about 6 miles. Your leader promises full guid^
Sink
ftlVCS
service for the Trek from there! IF you should chicken
out or get caught by dark enroute Thursday night or
Friday night, get a “dawn patrol” start and allow 2 hours
driving-and-finding time to reach Hart in time for the 7:30 Saturday (or 8
am Friday) tour start.
01.1 a

BE PREPARED for cold nights in camp. The infirm CAN stay in Baker,
but, the night life is moths around the lights.

li
II

COMMUNICATIONS: None, except our own CB’s, BUT keep it open
for business/guide use! (Knock off the sophmoric music and chatterer
use your own X-rated channel!) You will have a full, interesting Trek
program. There will be a LOT of heavy road dust — and need for
considerable caution in maintaining column safety with 50+ vehicles.
A

o a

All camps are DRY. Bring your own water, food for Thursday night
and Friday, and wood for campfires. AND plan to PACK OUT any
thing YOU bring into the Desert area!
The BLM has posted a ranger at the Soda Springs/Zzyzx educational/historic site, just West of Baker with 90 minute tours at 10 am, 12
noon and 2 pm, April 27.

All registrations must be paid to:
Trashcollector, Hugh Tolford
14236 Margate St.
Van Nuys, CA 91401
NO LATER THAN Monday,
March 17, 1986.

Searchlight

The TreKf which covers the high Eastern
Mojave Desert Region of California, will start
___ from the site of the Historic Mining Community of Hart promptli; at 7:30 am Satur
day morning, April 26, 1986. Participation
in the Trek is limited to Humbugs and XHumbugs of E Clampus Vitus who have
registered in advance and paid their
%
T^ASH membership/mailing fee of $5.00
^' and the Trek fee of $40.00. The Trek fee
covers the cost of the Trek guide and 4
meals — a quickie breakfast, gourmet trail
lunch, and BBQ dinner on Saturday, and a
full breakfast on Sunday, April 2|l

A special, one day, pre-Trek trip to the
historic Fort Paiute ruins and Oasis — just
West of the Colorado — will be conducted
on Friday, April 25 — departing from Hart,
PROMPTLY at 8 am and returning in the
late^ afternoon^
%

eedle

Based on the TRASH Board’s ekperi^^c^^^^
prior Treks, NO MOTOR HOMES, BUSES OR
LARGE VEHICLES (above the size of pickups or
high clearance vans) will be accepted at the Hart
Campsite, or on the Trek. Trash members are
asked to pool so that 2 or more men are in each
Trek vehicle. For those who simply must travel to
the desert area with motor homes, they can be left
at the community of Baker or at the Saturday
Night campsite, (Silver Lake turnoff —8.3 miles
North on Flighway #127 at Old Adobe — camp in
trees at Powerline). (On the Friday, Ft. Paiute trip,
only high clearance, well driven, pickups will make
it, and it is probable that the last 1+ mile will require
a hike or pooling in 4-WD vehicles.)

TO: Trashcollector Hugh C. Tolford
14236 Margate Street
Van Nuys, California 91401
Count me IN. I will be on the Trek April 26 & 27.
Trek Fee $40.00
Membership/mail list $5.00
Reserve a Trek Mug/will pickup $5.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED
Name
ChapterAddress,

$________
$________
$________
$________

I can’t make it.
Keep me on the list.
Membership
enclosed $5.00

$_

.Humbug Year

City/State/Zip _________________________________________________—---------□ I DO hope to be at Hart on Thursday night to make the Paiute pre-Trek, Friday, April 25.
□ I DO NOT hope to be at Hart on Thursday night to make the Paiute pre-Trek, Friday, April 25.

TREK Supplies
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